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Tast week the Federal Nigerian Ministry of Information releas- 
ed the full text of an address by Ukpabi Asika on Feb. 15 over 
a i Radio Enugu. In essence Asika again pleaded with his fellow 
a a Ibos to recognize that their military situation is hopeless; 
that they have demonstrated their valor, but to continue to 
fight will only result in useless death and destruction; that 
he was in the process of establishing an effective administrca- 
tion in areas of Federal control, and that his fellow Ibos in "Biafra' 
should lay down their arms and negotiate a settlement which 
would allow them freely to exercise their talents within a 
federated Nigeria. 


Although it is difficult to gauge how much effect Asika's 
broadcasts are having, he is unquestionably well qualified, 
by ethnic origin and upetnins: to know how best to appeal to 
the Ibos. In the Enbassy's view, Asika is probably doing as 
well as anyone available to the FMG could do, and as the 
military noose tightens around "Biafra's" Ibo heartland, it 
is reasonable to assume that his words will have more and 


more effect. 
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The following are highlights of Asika's address: 


"I have now come back to Enugu to establish my administration 
on a continuous and permanent basis...at the moment most of 
our people are on the other side...but this is not to say 
that there are no people on my side. On the contrary, there 
has been a great change since the first time I began to make 
my appeals to our people to lay down their arms, to come for~ 
lward in peace and to return to their country, Nigeria". 
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In the liberated areas, "we have living peacefully over 
100,000 of our people...they trusted our assurances that 
they would not be molested by Federal Nigerian soldiers 

-- they have discovered that the soldiers are here to help 
them”. 


"To help me in the administration I now have hundreds of 
policemen in Enugu, Nsukka and all over...all of whom speak 
Tbo, are from these areas, and are concerned to assure the 
welfare and security of our people. I have other Nigerians 
mostly Ibos seconded to me from the Federal public service 
as administrative officers, engineers and clerks". Noting 
he had recruited some civil servants from DP camps, Asika 
said he is also willing to reinstate in the civil service 
those who wished to return. 


Turning to those fighting as "Biafran" soldiers Asika said 
they had shown courage, ingenuity and resourcefulness; how- 
ever, they has been misled because a military victory for 
"Biafra" was impossible---it would require a "Biafran con- 
quest of the whole of Nigeria...one only needs to spell it 
out for it to become crystal clear how madly impossible such 
a project is" 


Asika pointed out that even if Lagos had been captured the 
rebels could not have held it for long. He then made the 
point that "the type of security control of Lagos might 
have given "Biafra" could only be a temporary one and one 
which could only have resulted, in time, in greater war 
and greater insecurity”. 


Asika reminded the Ibos that now all fighting was taking 
place in the former Eastern Region. "And now not only 

are the advances of the Federal troops steadyand inevitable... 
at the same time the Nigerian Air Force-has become a mighty 
terror in the towns at | the-rear...Aba, Owerri, Port Harcourt. t 
They ‘have all seen the effects of devastating bombing by MIGS 
and jets...the important thing surely is that the jets are i 
here; that your leaders no longer pretend to have the capa- 
city to withstand the jets; that the terror_is at hand". | 


Asika said “Biafran" envoys abroad no longer say "Biafran" 
sovereignty is not negotiable; rather, "they talk about 
confederation, about Aburi agreements, about a Commonwealth \ 
peacekeeping force in the East-Central State, about all 

sorts of things. Of course it is encouraging that they now 
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have begun to speak more about negotiations although not yet 
realistically". 


"Every day on this radio station from Enugu we shall broad- 
cast to you a message describing the actions you can take 
when you take a decision to continue to live, when you vote 
for life rather than death. I cannot tell you that life in 
the areas under my control is all milk and honey...certain 
essential services are not yet fully restored, the economy 
is not in full swing, and things are difficult for every- 
body but not impossible". 


Asika urged the audience not to keep the new "Biafran" money 
but to pass it on as quickly as possible as it has no value. 
He pointed out that the Federal government had recovered 
millions of pounds of the old currency which had been flown 
out of the East. 


Asika concluded with a plea for the Ibos to stop fighting. 
He said those who had already done so knew "that there is 
no death awaiting them at the hands of Federal troops". He 
said all that he and the Federal government wanted for the 
Ibos was "an opportunity to resume our lives as a people". 
All Ibos had long ago achieved the only rational justifica- 
tion for the war, the affirmation and validation of their 
manhood and valor which the whole world applauds. He con- 
cluded his appeal by saying "let us now turn our energy 

to the remaking of our destinies as Nigerians in peace and 
prosperous construction to develop our fatherland. I am 
ready, the 100,000 people with me are ready. Are you ready? 
Then stand up and be counted." 
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On February 23 Peter Lynch, an Australian correspondent wor- 
king for UPI, called on DCM Olson to talk about his trip to 
"Biafra". lynch was a member of the press party organized 
by a Hollywood public relations man (Goldstein) which visi- 
ted "Biafra"during the first week in February. lLynch is 

an old West African hand and is presumed to be a competent 
observer. The full memorandum conversation is enclosed. 
Points of major interest are summarized below. 
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oS 
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1. lynch had called on General Gowon just prior to his visit 
to the Embassy. He found Gowon upset about the publicity 
generated by the British press following Commonwealth SYG 
Arnold Smith's trip to Lagos. Although Lynch was unaware of 
the details, he understood Smith had made certain proposals 
designed to end the civil war which Gowon did not find accep- 
table. Lynch was impressed by Gowon's bearing and obvious 
sincerity. 


PM 5 40 


2. "Biafra" is in serious financial difficulty. The most 
worried of the rebels! top officials is Pius Okigbo, a 
leading economist who is well known to Lynch. 


. Se 3. Henry A. Warton, who piloted their plane, was being paid 
: in "Biafran" bonds. Warton is a "slimey character with snake 


eyes" who had a row with Goldstein in Port Harcourt because 
the "Biafrans" failed to produce the money owed him. Lynch 
said that public morale is apparently high, but it is sus- 
tained by constant reiteration on radio and TV that "Biafrans" 
must either fight for their lives or be slaughtered. It was 
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Lynch's impression that this so-called morale could crack 
very quickly if the situation deteriorated. 


4, All the French mercenaries of the Faulques group had 
left "Biafra" as they found the going too tough and had not 
been paid properly. A larger group led by Robert Denard 
was supposed to come to "Biafra" but upon hearing of the 
experience of the Faulques group they cancelled out. The 
mercenaries now fighting with the rebels are mostly German, 
Italian, English and one American(of Cuban descent) who 

had been in the East from the beginning and had joined the 
"Biafran" cause. 


5. Bombing by the Nigerian Air Force has done much damage 

in some populated areas, but has not been effective in a 
Strictly military sense. The runway at the Port Harcourt 
airfield was in bad shape, not so much from bombing (as of 
the first week in February) as it was from general "deteriora 
tion" of the surface. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES ~ FEBRUARY 23, 1968 


Subject: Visit of Mr. Peter Lynch, UPI Correspondent 


Mr. Lynch, an Australian working for UPI and an old West 
African hand, made an appointment to see me this morning. 
It turned out that Mr. Lynch was one of the newspapermen 
who visited "Biafra". He had seen General Gowon just be- 
fore calling on me, who was apparently not aware that Lynch 
had been on the "Biafra" trip. 


In our conversation the following points were developed: 


1. General Gowon remains upset about the publicity genera- 
ted by the mediation efforts of the Commonwealth Secretariat 
and is taking a hard line toward the proposals made. In 
reply to a question about the bombing of the Mary Slessor Hos- 
pital at Uti, Gowon said the hospital was bombed because of 
information that it was housing rebel troops. Mr. Lynch 
commented that during his visit to "Biafra" he deduced that 
the real reason for the bombing was that the expat personnel 
(white males from the Hope Waddell School at Port Harcourt) 
had moved out to Uti, which made quite a concentration of 
white men in the neighborhood. The FMG apparently thought 
this was a mercenary headquarters and proceeded to bomb it. 
Lynch had no further comments on his visit to Gowon except 
to say that he was impressed by what a fine and obviously 
sincere fellow he was. 


2. The trip to "Biafra" from lisbon was made in a super- 
Constellation piloted by Henry A. Warton and bore the markings 
GFFAG, which he said is Portuguese registration. He said 

the plane was in poor condition. Its completely smooth tires 
etc. worried all of them during the trip. He said the route 
taken was Lisbon to Bissau, thence to Port Harcourt where 

the plane homed on the Port Harcourt radio beacon. He said 
half of the runway was lighted by electricity and the other 
half by kerosene torches. Once the planes unloaded their 
cargo, they immediately fly to Sao Tome and refuel, returning 
to Port Harcourt to pick up passengers for the return trip 

to Portugal. When asked about the state of the runway at 
Port Harcourt Airport, he said it was in bad shape, not so 
much from bombings (this was in the first week of February) 
as from general deterioration of the surface. One end of 

the runway had become corrugated. The press party left 
"Biafra" on February 7 (one day before the big airport raid). 
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3. Mr. Lynch believes that the Rhodesian planes are no longer 


operating on this route because they have not been paid. He 
said that Warton was continuing to operate and taking "Biafran" 
bonds in payment. He said there were originally two IC-7's 
involved in the traffic. One of these was recently stolen 
from Lisbon by pilots owed money by "Biafra". The other is 
the one held in Lome. ‘The trip to Lome was a desperate gam- 
ble by Jack Malloch to attempt to get enough money to buy 
three new engines which the plane needs. In addition to 

the DC-7's, Warton has three super-Constellations, and the 
"Biafrans" own one. Lynch commented that Warton was a slimy 
character with "snake eyes". He said that Warton had had 

a row with Goldstein, the Hollywood public relations man, 
during their visit to Port Harcourt, Warton being angered 

by the "Biafrans" failure to produce the money owed him. 
When Warton returned to Lisbon, he was in trouble with the 
Portuguese authorities, since he had departed Lisbon on an 
American passport and used a German passport on his return. 


4, Mercenaries - Lynch said that all of the French mercen- 
aries of the Faulques group had left "Biafra". They had found 
the going too rough and had not been properly paid. A much 
larger group led by Robert Denard was Supposed to have arri- 
ved in "Biafra", but after the experiences of the first group, 
they cancelled out. Lynch said that the mercenaries now 
fighting with the "Biafrans" were mostly German, Italians, 
English, and one American who had been in "Biafra" from the 
beginning and had joined the "Biafran" cause. The one Ameri- 
can uses the name of Carrera (not his real name). He is of 
Cuban descent according to Lynch and is with the ground forces 
in the Onitsha area. He has had a finger on one hand shot 
off. lynch commented that Pierre Laures, the chief French 
procurement agent for the rebels, had recently disappeared 
from Lisbon and his villa was closed up. Lynch said that 
Laures and the other French arms merchants had also been 
accepting payment in "Biafran" bonds. 


oe Other comments: 

a) Lynch believes "Biafra" is in serious financial 
straits. The most worried one of the top officials was Pius 
Okigbo, "Biafra's" leading economist, who Lynch had known 
for many years. 


b) The Irish Catholic: Fathers in "Biafra", including 
Father Kennedy, an American from California, are "up to their 
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necks" in the "Biafran" cause. They have recently been war- 
ned by their home base in Ireland to cease and desist from 
such activities. 


c) When Lynch visited the Cameroons, he had an inter- 
view with President Ahidjo, who appeared to be "pro-Biafran" 
and who kept referring to "Biafra" as "the State of 'Biafra'". 
Lynch said that all of the West Cameroons is pro-"Biafran",. 


d) An Irish television tean was scheduled to travel to 
"Biafra" with the press group, but at the last minute they 
were told by the Irish Foreign Minister not to make the trip. 


e) Bombings -- Lynch said the bombing activities of 
the FMG while doing much damage to some populated areas, 
have been completely ineffectual militarily. He said that 
in one area the plane flew so high that they couldn't even 
see it from the ground and that the one bomb they had dropped 
fell approximately a mile from its target. 


f) Lynch visited Dawes Island and the northwest tip of 
Bonny Island where the rebels still hold a small corner. Lynch 
did not land on the island, but a second motorboat did go up 
to a landing stage and talk with a small group of rebel troops. 


a) Lynch stated that the morale of the people seems to 
be high but is a morale whipped up all day long on radio and 
television by the admonition that they must either fight for 
their lives or die like dogs. He said he had the feeling that 
this so-called morale could crack very quickly if the situa- 
tion began to deteriorate. 
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Honorable George Murphy 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 


publie per 


Dear Senator Murphy: 


I have received your communication of February 19, 1968, requesting 
coment on a letter from Mr. Uma 0. Eleazu, the President of the 


ae 


Biafran Students Association of Souther California. For the most 
part, the letter understandably reflects the "Biafran" view of the ; 
Nigerian civil war. While I fully appreciate the sincerity of the es 
presentation, it should be pointed out that it does not do justice = 
to the Federal Military Government (FMG) of Nigeria. io 


There is not sufficient evidence to allege genocide against the FMG. 
Because the war is now being fought in “Biafran" territory, the Ibo 


civilians who live there are now suffering more than other Nigerian Q 
non-combatants. However, killings and atrocities Ae naar the civil 
strife began have by ao means been committed by cab. one side. In ~ 
addition, the FMG has repeatedly stated that ite tiilitary operations 


i are not directed against the [bos as a people. 


The Department of State ia deeply concerned about the loss of life [SN 
and the misery which the present conflict has brought to the Iboa and he 

to other Nigerian peoples. In the course of our norwal diplomatic Ww 
activity, we have urged both sides to take every possible step to — 


prevent indiscriminate killings. Beyond this, we have repeatedly i ( 

urged a peaceful settlement of the conflict and efforts at national eS 

reconcillation. Concessions from either side which might lead to an mw : 

early end of the civil war, however, have not been forthcoming. SS 2 4 
Unfortunately, additional action to end. the conflict peacefully, . : 

whether by the United States, the Commonwealth or the OAU, faces | < Hl 


enormous problems. Basically, it is not the lack of potential 
mediators or outside encovragement which has hindered a negotiated _ C yo 
settlement. It is the lack of sufficient common ground between the. oH 


| % two sides. The Federal Military Government has firmly and repeatedly el 
oe vy _ Stated that it will not negotiate with "Biafra" or halt ite military. nt 

2, offensive unless the “Biafrans" ‘renounce ‘secession and accept. the. AN 
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new twelve-state structure it has decreed for Nigeria. The 'Biafrans"’ 
have just as firmly and repeatedly reiterated their refusal to give 
up their sovereignty or part with “Biafran" territory. Both sides 
state their national survival is at stake and, at least for the 
moment, seem unswayed by other considerations. 


Thus, the immediate outlook for peace is not favorable. The United 
States intends to continue to follow ite present policy on Nigeria: 

to continue to regard the FMG as the only legal government in Nigeria; . 
to avoid any action which could be regarded as interference in Nigeria's 
internal affairs; to use all legal and diplomatic means to assure that 
no US-origin ams, over which we have any control, reach any part of 
Nigeria; and to continue to do everything we can to urge negotiations 
and a peaceful resolution to the conflict. 


I hope the above information will be helpful to you. If I can be of 
any further assistance, please do not hesitate to call on me. 


Sincerely yours, 


William B. Macomber, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary for 
Congressional Relations 
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OKWU, a representative of Biafra located in Dar-es-Salaam, 
Moreover, he has tended to overreact to what he regards as 
unjustifiable support for Biafra on the part of the press 
and of the public at large. Mr. Harriman has had no occa- 
sion to criticize the Kenyan Government directly, since, 
except for occasionally deploring the continued fighting in 
Nigeria, the Government has had little to say on the subject 
is of Nigeria. 
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ee = "some foreign press" to the effect that Commonwealth 
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Report by the B.B.C. and some foreign oress that the 
Commonwealth Secretary-—General, Mr. Arnold Smith, went to 
Nigeria to mediate in the Nigerian crisis on the invitation 
of the Head of State, Major General Yakubu Gowon, has been 
emphatically denied by the Federal Military Government, 
which also stated that Mr. Arnold Smith's visit to Nigeria 
was in connection with the Commonwealth Education Conference 
due to berin in Lagos on 26th February, 1968. 

This false renort should therefore be regarded as mere 
speculation and mischievous wishful thinking of its ori gin- 


ators. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


er et re 


DECLASSIFIED, _ 


Autiority ; 56 by - 
1 Flares | 


re) 


# 
k 
; 
7 


ORFS / ACTION ‘ 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


JES ORURG IRA ML | e22—He 
: afte FOR RM USE ouee 


ee eee 
‘ 


eee eaued LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ; 
“NEA NO. HANDLING INDICATOR 
; Cc 
— = 5 TO : Department of State pre RE CEIVED OSSe N 
ol. ye TNT FE STATE A Z 
ae Ie C 
INFO : Lond Thad Kad O03 
ondon, adan, Kaduna Fea 2G f' ae 49 a (966 


ANAL. sig Fane 
DATE: February 255 1968 


wo 
Y) 

ay 
a 

~~ 

3 


> 
Qa 
2 
a 
fe} 
z 
1 
2 
C 


Amembassy Lagos 


4 

> 

2 

on a 

s D 
fe) 

(a 

1 = 

a 

-+ 


a Nigerian Government Views on Commonwealth Secretariat Peace 
Efforts 


Lagos 6752 


Ee 
> 
oO 
> 
a 
mt] 
m 
7 


4 


> 
2 4 
z a 
< 
2 
> 
Zz 
> 
< 
< 


= 
Transmitted with this airgram is the text of the "verbatim report" of the 


February 16, 1968 speech of the Nigerian Commissioner of External Affairs 
Wisc} to the Chiefs of Mission about the "supposed" negotiations between the 
FMG and Mr. Arnold Smith, Secretary General of the Commonwealth Secretariat. 


The substance of the speech was reported in the reference telegram. The 
enclosed mimeographed account of what Dr. Arikpo said was produced some 
time later and distributed to diplomatic missions in Lagos by the Ministry 


of External Affairs. 
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VERBATIM REPORT OF THE SPEECH GIVEN 
BY COMMISSIONER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
DR. OKOI ARIKPO, TO REPRESENTATIVES 
OF ALL FOREIGN MISSIONS IN NIGERIA ON 


FRIDAY, 16TH FEBRUARY, 1968 


Your Excellencies, I want to start by apologizing for bringing you into 
this very uncomfortable room at such short notice. 


I have instructions from the Commander-in-Chief to have a very brief talk 
with you. In the last few days, some foreign newspapers, in particular 
British papers, have put out reports of what was supposed to have been 
negotiations between the Federal Military Government and Mr. Arnold Smith, 
the Secretary-General of the Commonwealth Secretariat. These reports 

have caused some embarrassment to some Governments and in particular to 
the Federal Military Government. The Commander-in-Chief feels that he has 
a duty to take you into confidence as the accredited Representatives of 


your respective Governments. 


He has asked me to let you know that, as some of you already know, it is 
quite true that Mr. Arnold Smith visited Lagos from the 9th of February 
to the morning of the 11th but that Mr. Smith came to Lagos at his own 
request. He was not invited to Lagos by the Commander-in-Chief or by the 
Federal Military Government. It is also true that Mr. Smith held very 
important discussions on the Nigerian situation. However, the reports 
which subsequently appeared in foreign papers and some of the information 
media like radio and television reports were completely false. 


The truth is that on a number of occasions in the last four months, Mr. 
Arnold Smith had made approaches to representatives of the Federal Military 
Government as well as suggestions about the possibility of a negotiated 
settlement of the hostilities between the Federal Military Government and 
the rebels. On this occasion, Mr. Smith thought that he had what he con- 
sidered to be important information to bring to the notice of the Federal 
Government and so he requested to be allowed to come to Lagos to confer 


with the Commander-in-Chief. 


He made a report of his discussions with the representatives of the rebel 
leaders and suggested that this might be the basis for a negotiated 
settlement. The proposals made by Mr. Smith were not acceptable to the 
Federal Military Government and the Commander-in-Chief took the opportunity 
to restate what he has stated time and again - that the only conditions 
for ending the present military operations are that the rebels give up 
secession whether by actual broadcast or by action, that they accept the 
Federal Union based on the newly-created twelve States and that after 
these two basic conditions were accepted, he was prepared to order the 
cessation of hostilities and to arrange for a Constitutional Conference 
to agree on the division of powers between the Federal Government and the 


States. 
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The question of physical security of the rebel leaders and Ibos was raised 
and the Commander-in-Chief gave an undertaking that if these two basic 
conditions were accepted, he would be prepared to work out a machinery for 
ensuring the physical safety of Ibos wherever they may be. 


I have been asked to say very very categorically that there were no 
discussions whatsoever about the possibility of bringing Commonwealth 
troops to police any part of this country and I have been asked to express 
regrets to the representatives of those Commonwealth Governments who have 
been mentioned by name. At no time did the Commander-in-Chief go into any 
discussions about admitting foreign troops into Nigeria, least of all 
about inviting Indian, Pakistani and Malaysian troops into Nigeria and I 
have been asked to say that these reports were completely false. The 
Commander-in-Chief expresses his regrets for any embarrassment that the 
Governments of India, Pakistan and Malaysia might have felt as a result 
of these reports. 


That is all I have been asked to report to you and if any of Your Excel- 
lencies wants to ask any question to clarify any point in this statement, 
I should be glad to answer. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


The Italian Ambassador, H.E. Dr. Vittoriano Manfredi, enquired whether 
the statement should be treated as a confidential communication. 


Answer: It is a confidential communication because the Commander- 
in-Chief feels that you are entitled to discuss it in confidence and that 
many of you have felt embarrassed about these speculations. 


Italian Ambassador: Thank you. 
1% 
The Tchad Ambassador, H.E. Mr. Baba Hassane, requested a brief resume in fi 


French. The Commissioner did this with Mrs. Oyairo. 


The Tchad Ambassador then asked for specific information as to where the 
reports referred to are circulating. 


Answer by the Commissioner: The ‘Manchester Guardian', the'London Times'. 
It xs also appeared in New York papers and was. broadcast on the B.B.C. and 
some T.V. and radio networks in the U.S. 
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ARRANGE’ SURRENDER WHEN ONITSHA BESIEGED IN OCTOBER BUT 
LATER RENEGED: WHEN ONITSHA DID NOT FALL’ FOLLOWING: FMG: 
JANUARY ATTACKS. REBELS AGAYN SOUGHT AID FROM SM{TH WHO 
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UP} LONDON. WRITER PETER LYNCH! (AUSTRALIAN. CITIZEN) COMPLETED 
SEVERAL DAYS: TOURING BIAFRA EARLY FEB+ MADE FOLLOWING. OBSERVATIONS To: 
PAO? | LL | ut, OS ares 

i» 180 POPULATIONS: STRONGER THAN. EVER IN. OPPOSITION TO FMGs 


2 SOME OPPOSITION OJUKWU EXISTS AMONG: IB0_OLD GUARD» BUT IF HE 


FALLS ANOTHER 180 WOULD REPLACE HIM. AND THIS: WOULD. NOT AFFECT 
CONDUCT WAR OR PEOPLES ATTITUDEe 
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WEAPONS: LYNCH. CONTRASTED BIAFRAN ARMY WITH CONGO TROOPS. BOTH OF 
WHICH HE HAS. SEEN FIRST HANDe SAID BIAFRANS KEEPING AMMUNITION 

CLIPS IN POCKET UNTIL: READY TO FIRE AND FIRE IF THERE IS A TARGETa 
WHILE CONGO TROOPS WOULD SHOOT. AT ANYTHINGe SAID HE WAS: WITH QJUKWU 
WHEN MIG FLEW OVER SO HIGH aS TO BE INVISIBLE. AND DROPPED TWO BOMBS» 
EXPLODING FOREST OUTSIDE GF TOWNe SAID EGYPTIAN PILOTED MIGS 
GENERALLY FLY TOO HIGH FOR COmBAT USEFULNESS: ALTHOUGH. HE SAW 

LOW BOMBING STRAFING RAID ON MISSIONARY HOSPITAL© 
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@o FMG. ANNOUNCED FEB {9 .CAPTURE STRATEGIC: TOWN OF AWKAd 
WHICH: IS 28 MILES. EAST OF ONITSHA AND FAIRLY DEEP IN 

i UBLAFRA"s AWKA IS IRONeSMELTING TOWN WHERE’ REBELS HAVE: BEEN 
PRODUCING MOST OF THEIR HOMEMADE ARMS AND TANKS, ACCORDING 
FMG:.ANNOUNCEMENTs DIVISION OF FMG ARMY WHICH CAPTURED. AWKA 
$I PRESSING ATTACK, AGAINST STIFF RESISTANCEs SOUTHWEST 
FOWARD NNEWI RPT NNEWIo WHICHIS OJUKWU2S HOME TOWNo IN 
ADDITION PSYCHOLOGICAL BOOST ‘CAPTURE: (OR: DESTRUCTION} OF: 
NNEWI WOULD GIVEs IT LIKELY FMG MAY ALSO HOPE CUT :OFF REBEL: 
BRIGADE LOCATED. ONITSHAs IMPORTANT COMMERCIYAL CENTER AT’ 
EASTERN END DAMAGED NIGERI RIVER BRIDGEe UNITS OF ANOTHER. 
FMG: DIVISION ARE'.CNVERGING ON: AWGUy. 30° MILES: SOUTH OF 

ENUGU IN CENTER OF EAST*CENTRAL’ STATE AND UNTIL: RECENTLY 
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OVER BOMBINGS: FOR EXAMPLEsBIAFRA RADIO FEBo}9 REPORTED 

BOMBING OF AWGU KILLED: 7@ AND WOUNDED OTHERS. REBELS, ‘ON THEIR 
SIDE» USED ANTIPERSONNEL AND LAND MINES FOR: FIRST: TIME TN 

TOUGH! BATTLE FOR AWKAc 
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i 4e ON POLITICAL. FRONT» FMG REMAINS ADAMANT ON REBEL: 
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MISSIONS: THIS: MORNINGe “HE! SAID: ‘HEAD FMG:\GOWON ‘HAD INSTRUCTED 


HEM TO! GIVE! CORPS CONFIDENTIAL ‘BRIEFING ‘ON: ARMOLD SMITH: 
VISIT: TNE ‘VIEW HIGHLY INACCURATE SPECULATIVE: ‘REPORTS: APPEARING: 


EN: BRITISH PRESS» (US PRESS ALSO: MENT TONED” IN ANSWER - TO 


QUESTION® ) 
o- ARIKPO: ‘STATED’ ‘SMITH*'HAD! MADE: NUMBER! OF: APPROACHES: RE: 


NEGOTT ATED” ‘SETTLEMENT. TO: FMG: REPRESENTATIVES: ‘OVER. ‘PAST: he 
MOTHS» “SMITH: RECENTLY TOOK: INITIATIVE ‘TO.ARRANGE: VESTT 


PAGE! WO: RUTALS 6752:-C: ON: F I :D EE NUT: I ‘A LILIM{ TED: OFFICIAL: USE: 
FO" LAGOS: AS. HETHOUGHT HE: HAD: IMPORTANT INFORMATION: ‘CONCERNING’ 


LIMITED OFFICIAL: ‘USE: 
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REBELS* POSITION ON ‘NEGOTIATIONS: ‘TO: TRANSMIT TO FMGo SMYTH 

AND. FMG HAD LONG TALKS ON FEB 9 AND: 12. WHICH ARTKPO ee 
CHARACTERIZED -AS QTE VERY {MPORTANT ‘DISCUSSIONS ON THE NIGERIAN 
SITUATEON UNQTE’ Bo ont 


3 SMITH REPGRTED, ON HIS RECENT TALKS WITH REBEL! ie 
REPRESENTATIVES AND MADE CERTAIN! PROPOSALS FOR NEXT STEPS 
WHICH. WERE UNACCEPTABLE TO FMGo GOWON MADE CLEAR TO 


SMITH THAT REBELS MUST RENOUNCE SECESSION AND ACCEPT 
FEDERAL’ UNION OF TWELVE STATES AS PREREQUISITE: TO CEASE 
FIREAND SUBSEQUENT CONSTITUTIONAL NEGOTIATIONSe. (THIS | 
PORTION ARIKPO STATEMENT OVIOUSLY ‘CAREFULLY DRAFTED IN ADVANCE 
AS HE REPEATED IT PRACTICALLY VERBATIM FOR TRANSLATION 

iNTO FRENCH AFTER FIRST RENDITION WHEN INTERPRETER NOT _ 
ALERTED: IT IS WORTHY OF NOTE THAT REMOVAL OF OJUKWU: Not | 
CITED AS PRECONDITION TO CEASE FIRE AND BY IMPLICATION THAT 


WHILE (CEASE FIRE DEPENDENT ON CONDITIONS. TALKS. WITH REBELS 
ARE NOTo) 


we ARIKPO STATED PRESS REPORTS THAT FMG AND SMITH. HAD | 


DISCUSSED: INTRODUCTION QTE COMMONWEALTH TROOPS UNQTE’ INTO 


PAGE’ THREE RUTLS 675200: CONF TDOENTIA L- LIMITED OFFICIL ‘USE 


NIGERIA WERE QTE. COMPLETELY FALSE UNGTE* GOWON HAD INSTRUCTED 
WIM TO EXPRESS REGRET TO DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER 
COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES WHICH PRESS HAD CITED AS PSSIBLE 
SOURCES OF TROOPS: 


Se ARIKPO SAID THERE HAD BEEN DISCUSSION BETWEEN FMG: | a 
AND SMITH OF RECOGNIZED PROBLEM OF PHYSICAL SECURITY OF” | 


REBEL: LEADERS AND: IBOS GENERALLYo FMG HAD MADE CLEAR THAT 


iF REBELS .ACCEPTED TWO: BASIC CONDITIONS FMG WOULD QTE BE. 


WILLING WORK OUT ARRANGEMENTS UNGTE: TO MEET THIS ‘PROBLEMs 
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FM. AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

FO SECSTATE WASHDC 9426 
{NFO AMEMBASSY ACCRA 1581 
AMEMBASSY’ ADDIS: ABABA 382 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 562 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 2089 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 71@ 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 9@]1 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 76 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 1934 
USUN. NEWYORK 239 
@INCSTRIKE CINCMEAFSA 
DIA- a 
AMCONSUL: KADUNA. 2181 
AMCONSUL: IBADAN: 1636. 
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SUB1 CHIEF: ADEBO'S SPEECH ON: "WORLD AND ‘NIGERTA"e 


Je ‘SUMMARY! FORMER: NIGERIAN PERMREP UN ‘CHIEF: ADEBO: Wee ety 
GAVE. THOUGHT = “PROVOKING: PUBLIC LECTURE ‘CHAIRED BY: ‘COMME SS«. - 


achat Both 
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1ONER EXTAFF ARIKPO AT NIGERIAN INSTITUTE’ INTERNATIONAL: 
AFFAIRS FEBRUARY 15° MEETING WELL ATTENDED BY ‘SENIOR 

GOVT OFFICIALS» INTELLECTUALS» DIPLOMATIC CORPS, ETCe 

HE GAVE PRIMARY ATTENTION TO ACHTEVEMENT NATIONAL UNITY, 
RECONCILIATION: AND REHABILITATION FOR ALLe- ON: BALANCEs 
$POKEHIGHLY > OF AMERICANS: AND’ EXPRESSED. BELIEF. THEY’ ‘SUPPORT 
NIGERTAN ‘UNITY, AFTER FIRST SHOCK (CAUSED: BY: 19.66 ‘COUP e 


ies cea p a nhac Y CR ac attA RONEN eit mei Anan tases nn kannst nanan ener ns ene mererrer rare eT 


i Bo THEME: OF SPEECH WAS. NEED TO PUT EVENTS: IN NIGERIA 

i SINCE” FIRST COUR JAN» 66 IN PERSPECTIVE* MAJOR POINT 
WAS: THAT. BOTH: FOREIGNERS (AND IN CONTEXT ADEBO MEANT AND 
REPEATEDLY REFERRED: TO WEST) AND NIGERIANS HAD FALSE 
PICTURE OF REALITIES IN: NIGERIAe® SHOCK OF: JANe 668 

COUP. “ALTHOUGH IT "SHATTERED: ILLUSIONS" AT HOME AND 


ABROAD» WAS- 

BENEFICIAL. IN. THAT BOTH. NIGERIANS: AND FORE FGNERS: 
eNGW HAD MORE REALISTIC P.LCTURE© 0 «WHAT NIGERIA, 
NEEDS: TODAY ILS NEITHER. ELATTERY: NOR ABUSE +«" NSP EAK. 
OF ME AS. 1 AM! 6 


3e FOR EXAMPLE, RE ‘SOVLET. ARMS: PURGHASE:» ADEBO: POUNTED: 
OUT. MANY OF. NIGERIA'S "WESTERN. ERILENDS". DIL.SAPPOINTEDs, 

HURT AND SURPRISED BY _FMG ACTION, DESPITE: INDTLAL, REFUSALS: 

TO SELL: BY WEST» IN DISRASS.ILONATE LANGUAGE: ADEBO- REAFFEDRMED « 
FMG: SOVEREIGN RIGHT. PURCHASE. ARMS WHERE I-T) CHOSE*, SANHIINGs ~~‘ 
#HAT SO. LONG: AS, PEOPLE: WITH WHOM: GOVT. DEALT: DID: NOT; TRY: 

TO SUBVERT. NIGERIAN PEOPLE, "WE. OUGHT- 7-0" BE READY: TO? SEEKe 
ASSISTANCE WHEREVER WE. CAN. GET ASSTSTANCE+.¢9 MANY: PEOPLES 

; IN WESTERN COUNTRIES: THINK THAT- IF YOU. TAKE, CUP. OF: TE-As 

: FROM COMMUNIST. IT, WILL: BE- DOPED. WITH. COMMUNIST: DOCTRINE, 

‘ HE! WENT. ON TO: SAY, THAT: VERY. FACT. THERE. WAS: SUCH. STRONG? 

: WESTERN REACT.ION To. NIGERIA'S. PURCHASE. FROM. USSR: IMPLIED. 

i THAT NIGERIA'S . FRIENDS. ‘THOUGHT. COUNTRY. WAS: STILL: SOMEHOW 

dl DEPENDENT® 

8 


eo IN. DISCUSSING. NIGERIA, AS. IT WAS. BEFORE: F.IRST* COUP: HEE 


‘i x — DAMETED, OREM Ed AL; USES Dales 


% Aut 107 rity | 


, iden Date _ 


MORE: THOUGHTFUL» FARSEEUNG:. AND: ‘CONCILIATORY: THAN SARIKPOAS: 
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SAIDs "RESPONSIBILITY FOR: Fi TLURE: ‘OF! FIRST REPUBLIC WAS: 

NOT: SOLELY THAT -OF POLITICIANS» SOME. ‘OF CIVIL: SERVANTS: 

AND ACADEMIC: PEOPLE ALSO: FAILED TONDO THEIR PART» - AND: SOME’ 
BUSINESSMEN WERE "OUT. TO ‘PROFIT FROM TE. CORRUPTION®+ ec IN. 
ALL: OF “THESE AREAS: THERE WERE: NOT: ENOUGH: OF THE RIGHT TYPE", 
THEN» APPARENTLY: THINKING: OF: MANY CURRENT STATEMENTS: IN 
NIGERIA CONDEMNINGCORRUPTION OF POLITICIANS, HE SAID, 
"POLITICS. IS INEVITABLE: IN: THE: :WORLD: AND. WE. -HAD BETTER: 

GET OUR SIGHTS STRAIGHT -ABOUT © THIS: THING CALLED. POLITICS". 


Se IN: ONE: OF MANY COMPARISONS. WITH: USs ADEBO™ POINTED OUT: 
ACHIEVEMENT NATIONAL: UNITY NOT .RPT NOT EASY ACHIEVE ANY». 
WHEREe® WORLD HAD NO RIGHT EXPECT: NIGERIA ACHIEVE’ IN 

SEVEN YEARS: OF INDEPENDENCE. WHAT’ AMERICA HAD NOT YET FULLY 
ACHIEVED: AFTER MORE THAN. 186° YEARS AND: ‘BLOODY ‘CIVIL: WAR, 
HE ADDEDs '"IN THIS. COUNTRY: SOME ‘PEOPLE. HAVE. THE FEELING 
FHAT AMERICA IS: AGAINST THE UNITY OF: NIGERIA. I DON? T 
THINK: THEY AREs" 


6° ADEBO PLACED: GREAT EMPHASIS. ON: GOAL: OF: ACHIEVING NATIONAL: 
UNITY WITHOUT FOREIGN: INTERFERENCE’ AT SAME: TIME’; RECONCILIAe- 
TION AND RECONSTRUCTION. MUST .BE. ‘GIVEN HIGH PRIORITYe- 

WE -SPOKE OF " THE: GREATER TASK. TO. ‘COME «**=THE: ‘TASK: OF:.RECON®. 
STRUCTION" AGAIN CITING AMERICAN! EXAMPLE, ADEBO. REa..: 
FERRED: TO ‘NECESSITY AVOMND. GIVING: "CARPETBAGGER": TREATMENT: 
TO VANQUISHED: REBELS®: “REFERRING: TO! AMERICAN: CIVIL WARD 
POINTED OUT"ANOTHER ‘PRESIDENT: ‘JOHNSON. ‘WHO SUCCEEDED: ‘TO: 
HIGH: OFFICE BY -ACCIDENT" AMONG: THOSE WHO.LEFT "GREAT: MARK" 
ON HISTORY* ADEBO EXPLICITLY’ -LINKED. THIS: COMMENT? TO 
CURRENT NIGERIAN SITUATION: WITH: EXPRESSION: :HOPE: FMG: 
LEADERSHIP: WOULD CHOOSE: PATH: RECONCILIATION: ‘RATHER! THAN: 
RETRIBUTION® HE: ADDED» "THE: “SAVING: OF: NOGERIA ‘MUST “BE: . 
ESENTIALLY BY NIGERIANS"s 


Jo ADEBO HELD: TO: FMG. ‘POLICY: WENE!-OF: NO" 'SECESSTON: AND’ 
ACCEPTANCE: FEDERAL’ S¥STEMs HIS. ‘PRESENTATION: NOTABLY 


PRESENTATION: DAY BEFORE*s GENERAL’ ‘TONE! WAS: ‘CLEARLY’ ‘PRO«. 
WESTERN: AND. SPECIFICALLY PAVORABLEN TO USe ADEBOWS: 
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FM USDAO/LAGOS NIGERIA, 
TO DIA WASHDC. PRIORITY 
SECSTATE 

CINCSTRIKE 

CINCLANT 

INFO CIA WASHDC: 

DA 7 

AMCONSUL IBADAN 
AMCONSUL’ KADUNA 


“Ld4dd 4SN4440 
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8 .— C R'E T 6656 FEB 680 SGDs HALLIGAN® ‘COUNTRY? NIGERIAs 
SUBJECT: UPDATE: CURRENT™ FMG/EASTERN: MIL SITUATIONS ‘DIA“FOR 
DIACOSs: ‘CINCSTRIKE: FOR STRJe>C8 DA FOR ACSIo 

jo REF: PAR 3As MY 9653 FER 688 USUALLY’ RELIABLE: ‘SOURCES: ARMY: q 
CONTINUE MAINTAIN FED FORCES: SECOND DIy "IN: AWKA":: BUT’ FIGHTING: 
STILL: "RATHER: HEAVY IN AREA! (DATT ‘COMMENT’; THERE’ VERY LITTLE 
DOUBT’ DATT*’S: MIND BASED: OVERALL ATTITUDE: SOURCES: ARMY: Ho. AND. [NFO 
AVAIL: THAT MAJOR FED. PUSH: UNDERWAY: ENTIRE NORTHWESTERN. SECTORo. 

tN ADDITION AWKAs OVERALL: ORVECTIVES: APPEAR’ BE’ AWGU AND TOWN. NNEWI 


REMI SIR Stiri eae iter 
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| @6OONG6SSE) APPROX: FIFTEEN MILES SOUTHEAST’ ONITSHA AND: SLIGHTLY 
MORESOUTHWEST AWKAe THIS: ‘OYUKWUS: HOME. “TOWN. AND! DATT™ BELTEVES: 
MURITALLE “MUHAMMED: FIRMLY: COMMITTED: DESTROYING: TOWN: AS: PART HIS: 
CURRENT PUSH» DATT. FURTHER BELIEVES: CURRENT OFFENSIVE DESIGNED. 


ogioretinea 


SSE es en 


+ 


7 PRODUCE SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL AS. WELL AS MILITARY: GAINS WHICH! 
a WOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED. BY ANNOUNCEMENT CAPTURE AWKA- AND: AWGU’ 
i AS-SELL AS. DESTRUCTION NNEWI}0 
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Be PHOTO’ LAGOS DAIL TIMES MORNING 15 FEB SHOWS’ FED: SOLDIER USING 
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RECOILESS ANTI=TANK WEAPON. FOLLOWING IDENTIFICZTION NOW MADE ‘FROM 
MATERIAL AVAIL THIS OFFICE: WEAPON IS NEW SOVIET ANTI =TANK’ LAUNCHER 
RPG=7 WHICH REPLACED OLDER RPG=2. TUBE LENGTH ONE THOUSAND 

MMo TUBE CALIBER FORTY POINT ONE: THREE MMo CALIBER PROJECTILE. 
EIGHTY MM (PROJECTILE DOES NOT ENTER TUBE OF WEAPON }o TB 381,591» 
€8 ITEM NUMBER AND NOMENCLATURE FOR PROJECTILE. 1S FOM=2ef33G+3%25 
HEAT GRENADE MODEL’ H 

a7o- NUMBERS AVAIL: AND FURTHER DETAILS .AS 

OBTAINEDe- 

Ze ALL THREE’ FED: DIV COMMANDERS HAD TACTICAL MEETING» FOR PURPOSE. 
COORDINATING "NEXT PHASE FEDERAL MIL. OPS", at MAKURDI THIRTEEN FEB 
680 ADEKUNLE IN LAGOS AS OF EVENING. FOURTEEN © FES8 MUHAMMED AND 
SHUWA REMAIN WITH UNITS AT FRONTo INDICATION» AS ABOVEs MAJOR 
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MOVES. RIGHT NOW ARE BEING MADE BY FIRST AND SECOND DIVS WITH 
THIRD IN SUPPORTING ROLE: AT PRESENTs 
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FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS: ~ 
TO..SECSTATE. WASHDC 9379 
INFO. AMEMBASSY LISBON 83 
AMEMBASSY .LONDON 298) 
AMEMBASSY ‘MADRID 87 
AMCONSUL. IBADAN: -UNN 
RUAKA/ZAMCONSUL. KADUNA 217] 
USUN NEWYORK. 236 
DIA... 

CINCSTRIKE. CINCMEAFSA 
USMISSION. GENEVA: 11] 
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‘ SUBUt RED CROSS: PLANE SCHEDULED: FLY “"BIAFRA" 


REF’ LAGOS 6633: (NOTAL) 
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Le HOFFMANs ICRC REP» TOLD EMBOFF. THAT -FMG HAS GIVEN PER= 
MISSTON FOR. ICRC: PLANE TO LAND..PORT HARCOURT FEBe 18 WITHOUT 
PRIOR: TOUCHDOWN: ON. NIGERIAN TERRITORY HOFFMAN ATTRIBUTED 
CHANGE IN FMG HEADLINE POSITION ON TOUCHDOWN:.LAGOS PRIOR 
GOING EAST: TO ASTUTE: LOBBYING. BY ALHAJI GOBIR»s NORTHERNER 


ASSIGNED TO CABINET OFFICE. HOFFMAN. THINKS GOBIR FINALLY 
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CONVINCED KEY MEMBERS SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL: TT IN FMG 
INTEREST’ LET FLIGHT GO» ESPECIALLY AT TIME © THEY TAKING NEGA= 
| TIVE LINE: ON ALLEGED COMMONWEALTH SYG PEACE EFFORTS» QUESTION 
SIMILAR. SUPPLIES FOR. FMG IN: ABEYANCE FoR’ TIME. BEINGS EMBASSY 
SURMISES: THIS: BEING HELD BACK SO” THAT HOFFMAN?S.: ‘SUCCESSOR 
WILL HAVE ‘SOMETHING SWEET FOR FMG ON ENTRY DUTY .LAGOS ‘NEXT 
WEEKo.- 


ao PLANE» -A BALAIR: ‘DCs6—: WELL. SPEND FOUR DAYLIGHT ‘HOURS 
ON GROUND AT PORT HARCOURT, HAVING. FLOWN BASEL». GENEVA, TRIPOLT~» 
FERNANDO PO» RETURNS SAME ‘ROUTE. 


“CARGO WILL: BE SEVEN TONS MEDICINE ® ONE DOCTOR AND. ONE 


PHARHACTST GOING: INs ‘WILL. STAY IN EAST ‘BUT NOT IN FIXED: 
POSITION’ AS. WAS: OLD ICRC’ TEAM AT ACHI HOSPITAL® (COMMENT? 
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THES: APPARENTLY RECOGNITION FMG GROUND: AND ESPECIALLY 
ALR. ATTACK. CAPABILITIES MAKE. IT WISER. BE MOBILEs) 
GP3: MATHEWS: 
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FM AMCONSUL. KADUNA 

TO.-SECSTATE WASHDC: 635) 

INFO: AMEMBASSY LAGOS: ]347 

AMEMBASSY .LONDON :285: | 
DIA: | | 
CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 
AMCONSUL: IBADAN 367° 


EONF IDENT I AL KADUNA ‘748 


SUBJECT? BENUE*PLATEAU. STATE. ‘GOVERNOR: .COMMENTS. ON’ THE 
WAR AND NIGERIAN ‘UNITY 


i Le DUBIKG CONVERSATION WITH EMBASSY AND: CONSULATE: OFFICERS». 
ae JeDa- GOMWALKs MILGOV BENUE® PLATEAU: ‘STATE. SAID: FMG COULD ‘NOT 
ACCEPT LATEST OJUKWU: PLOY - FOR ‘UNCONDITIONAL: ARMISTICE ‘SINCE: 
QUESTION BIAFRAN::SECESSION. NOT ‘NEGOTIABLE... GOMWALK ‘SEEMED j 
TO FEAR THAT: QJUKWU COULD. PLAY THEME: ‘OF: ‘CESSATION: OF: FIGHTING ‘ 


yn 8 cagrits0u08 


Sees 
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TO DETRIMENT OF’ FMG IN WESTERN PRESSe IN OBVIOUS REFERENCE 
FO: ‘RECENT: VISIT BRITISH ‘COMMONWEALTH: SECRETARY». SAID "WE 
DO NOT NEED: ‘SYMPATHY? ‘FROM: OUR -SOs ‘CALLED FRIENDS, BUT ‘RATHER 
MOVE: ON THEIR. PART. TO DISSUADE: ‘OJUKWU FROM.: ‘CONTINUING. 
FIGHTINGo" -GOMWALK SAID FMG: WILLING: NEGOTIATE: ON ANY ‘TERMS: 
SHORT: OF ‘SECESSION, INCLUDING. RESIGNATION:-OF GOWON. AND. CON}: 
SIDERABLE. DEGREE: ‘STATE. SOVEREIGNTY: WHICH: ‘HE THOUGHT MIGHT 
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BE INEVITABLE« ‘HE “SAID: ‘OUUKWU WAS AMBITIOUS: AND CLEVER: MAN: 
WHO: ‘ONLY: WANTED. TO TAKE. OVER ALL’ NIGERIA AND ° ALL: HIS “MOVES 
POINTED. ‘TOWARD. THAT ENDo [BOS ARE. PRONE FOLLOW: LEADERS’ 
REGARDLESS OF. THEIR PERSONAL. SHORTCOMINGS: AS: IN: CASE -OF: 
AZIKWE: ‘WHO WAS -OBVIQUSLY’ ENGAGED. IN CORRUPT PRATICES o 


20 :GOMWALK: SAW “CREATION :OF STATES. AS ‘ONLY WAY TO ‘SAVE 
NIGERTAs ‘DOMINATION : BY: MONOLITHIC: ‘NORTH HAD BROUGHT "ON: 
CRISIS», BUT IN FUTURE». PEOPLE MUST BE ASSURED. THAT LEADER: 
FROM=ANY STATE COULD. BECOME: CHE LF: EXECUTIVE IN LAGOS 0» HE 
ADMITTED: THAT: MORE STATES. WOULD. BE ‘FORMED: INCLUDING ‘CREATION 
TWO IBO STATES» ‘TWO. WESTERN STATES: AND SPLIT OF NORTH®= EAST 
STATE - ‘HE: DID NOT THINK: TOTAL WOULD -EXCEED SIXTEEN STATES» 


PAGE! 3: RUTAKA 740KK CONFIDENTIAL 
HOWEVER. 


30 ALTHOUGH GOVERNOR .SAW rBos: >CRUMBL ING ‘UNDER “EMG: MILITARY 
PRESSURE» HE: SATD IT WAS RIDECULOUS TO ASSUME: “THAT CUTTING 
OFF: EXTERNAL: SOURCES OF: SUPPLY TO: AST WOULD: WIN WAR SINCE: 
GUERRILLA - FIGHTING ‘COULD CONTINUE’ AVERAGE. NIGERIAN ‘CAN 
LIVE: OFF LAND. AND YJCIS™ ENGENDERED BY “OJUKWU CAN LEAD. 

1808 TO: ‘CONTUNUED .GUERRILLA RESISTANCE 


he IN SHARP CONTRAST WITH COMPLAINTS ‘HEARD, TN KADUNA .AND 
KANO’ THAT FMG NOT PROVIDING: GUIDANCE: TO “STATES» . GOMWALK: 
SAID. THIS. WAS. FUNCTION. OF: NORTHERN STATES: INTERIM. ADMINe. 
ISTRATIVE: ‘COUNCIL: AND THAT: AFTER. MARCH ‘Ba. STATES: WOULD: 
MOVE: RAPIDLY TO ASSERT THEIR OWN ‘POWER -WITHOUT TOO MUCH 
INTERFERENCE FROM LAGOS: ALTHOUGH ‘HE “THOUGHT ‘~PROLONGATION. 
OF FIGHTING: WOULD KEEP’ MILTTARY IN POWER “BEYOND. 19699 “HE 
HOPED: FOR: EARLY AGREEMENT ON CONSTITUTION AND -RETURN: TO’ 
CIVILIAN: RULE IN MEANTIME, HE ADMITTED: FMG:.COUL'D ‘PUSH: 
FOR NEEDED: REFORMS. “BY FIAT WITHOUT ‘COMPROMISES: WITH 
POLITICIANS» 
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CASE: AGAINST BIAFRA: WAS. IMPASSIONED AND. REASONABLE » 


COMING. FROM MAN WHO 1S: REPORTEDLY CLOSE: TO: "GOWON AND 1S 
FELLOW ANGAS TRIBESMANs IT COULD BE: REFLECTION..OF GOWON'S 


CURRENT REACTIONS AND FRUSTRATION. WITH. OJUKWU- WHO: WAS 


Se COMMENT? GOVERNOR GOMWALK*S: PRESENTATION ‘OF NIGERIAN 


- PAINTED. AS THE SINGLE. "BETE NOTRE" IN. IMPASSE* =GOMWALK 


SAID..AT ONE: POINT IN-CONVERSATION. THAT AT OUTSET OF a 
GOWON'S: RISE: TO. POWER HE’ WAS':CONSIDERED: AS. WEAK’ MANs = iBUT 


THAT GOWON HAD PROVED TO BE: STRONG. LEADER WITH MIND .OF 


HIS. WON WHO COULD: NOT BE SWAYED IN ‘HIS DETERMINATION TO 
REUNITE, NIGERIA¢e 
GPe4: 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9378 

INFO: AMEMBASSY ACCRA {575. 

AMEMBASSY -ADDIS..ABABA 380 
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SUBV8 NIGERIAN. FOREIGN POLICY STATEMENT 


REFs LAGOS 66664 6702 aeeaerien LAGOS 6716 


fe IN POLICY SPEECH AT UNIVERSITY LAGOS FEBo 14s ARIKPO | 
DEFINED FMG POLICY AS OCM OF. "NONeALTGNMENT® AND’ FRIENDSHIP 
WITH ALL. WHO. RESPECT {Jt NIGERIAN TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND 


j2? AFRICANS RIGHT RULE. SELVESo SAID FMG HAD NO TERRITORIAL 
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AMBITIONSs NO: DESIRE INTERFERE: OTHER COUNTRIES». ‘NOR WISH 

BECOME. INVOLVED: “COLD WAR: ISSUES RECALLED. FMG OPPOSITION 
DISCUSSION NIGERIAN ‘DOMESTIC: SITUATION. AT UN» “EVEN BY 

FRIENDLY: AFRICAN © COUNTRIES* AND THAT OAU: RES» EVEN’ THOUGH 

rT “SUPPORTED FMG AND | CONDEMNED SECESSION» HAD NOT BEEN USED 

BY FMG:'TO: ‘REQUEST ‘HELP WHICH OAU. RES IMPLIEDe 


2o AFTER NOTING NO GOVTo HAD: RECOGNIZED OR ‘GIVEN ‘OVERT 
SUPPORT ‘REBELS » ARIKPO SAID: PRIVATE. INTERESTS ‘CAUSED. "COM 
PLICATIONo" ‘OL: COMPANIES. FOR EXAMPLE. WERE INTERNATIONAL. =A 
EMPIRES WITH GREAT INFLUENCE ON: THEIR GOVERNMENTSo SOME HAD 
MADE: MONEY AVAILABLE REBELS$ NOTHING: FMG COULD :D9: NOWs BUT 
WAT PROPER TIME: WE WILL (EXTRACT OUR POUND. OF FLESH” 


: Be MERCENARIES WERE ANOTHER "PRIVATE" AREA WHERE ‘SOME 

i FOREIGN GOVTS: REALLYUNABLE CONTROL: CITIZENS’ OTHERS WINKED 

ARIKPO SAID STUDENTS” ‘BE.-GLAD: KNOW FMG: ORDERS ‘WERE NOT. TAKE 

i ANY WHITE: MERCENARIES AS PRISONERS: BUT "SHOOT THEM ALL» 
WHICH. PRODUCED DESK=THUMPING ROAR OF: APPROVAL : 


4o ON ARMS SUPPLYs AREKPO..SAID FNG. WENT FIRST: "TRADITIONAL 
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SUPPLIERS" ARMSs: AND» WHEN TURNED. DOWN» WENT TO - "UNFAMILTAR 
MARKETSo"™ ‘BRITISH NHAVE. SEEN MISTAKE" AND ‘NOW COOPERAES 

AMERICANS. DO.NOTe® THERE NO "IDEOLOGICAL. CONTENT: IN. REBEL*«- 

LION": BUT WHEN TRADITIONAL: FRIENDS. WRONG: ‘YOUs TELL. THEM SOc 

FMG WISHES. KEEP: OLD FRIENDS WHILE GAINING NEW ONESe ARIKPO 
REJECTED: IDEA. NIGERIA BECOMING "SOVIET - SATELLITE" 


50 DURING: TALKs -AND- IN ‘RESPONSE QUESTION» ARIKPO: MENTIONED 
FANZANIA. AS):COUNTRY HAVE’ ‘SHOWN "SYMPATHY" REBELS .AND ‘REa 
CEIVED THEIR ENVOYSe FMG NOT CLOSING MISSION ‘DAR DESPITE: 
IMPLIED ‘PROVOCATION? 


| PAGE! @3 LAGOS. @6717 1514452 
| 


60 FINAL: ‘QUERY ABOUT "DESPICABLE ROLE" ‘OF BRITISH AND 'USs 

AND: WHY: ‘FMG: STILL: so ‘FAVORABLY ‘DISPOSED. ARIKPO ‘SATO ‘NIGERIA 
SURVIVED: ‘SHOCKS: OF: CIVIL: WAR -AND RESULTANT ‘ECONOMIC ‘DISLOCA® 
TION. THIS ‘SURPRISED MANY: "TRADITIONAL: FRIENDS" WHO THOUGHT’ 
FMG: WOULD: ‘DISINTEGRATED BUT THIS NOT ‘SO6« IF FOREIGNERS. NOW 
PERCEIVE. ‘UNDERLYING ELEMENTS NIGERIAN :UNITYs IT ONLY RECOGNI = 
TION FACTS: OF: NIGERIAN. POLITICAL:. LIFE ARIKPO- ENDED WITH: -COM= 
MENT THAT DESPITE OUTSIDE. ACADEMIC» ‘-JOURNALISTIC#. AND ‘EVEN 
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FM. AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

To SECSTATE: WASHDC: 9382 
INFO: AMEMBASSY LONDON 2982 
DIA 
CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 

AMEMBASSY ‘OTTAWA: 46 


S — CRE: T-LAGOS: 6724 
5 SUBSFMG REACTION. TO CW SYG. PROPOSALS: 


Jo BRITISH: HC: HUNT" DISCUSSED: REACTIONS: TO: CW PROPOSALS: 
FOR: NIGERTAN: SETTLEMENT’ WITH. EXTAFF ‘COMMISST ONER: ARIKPOt 


% FEBel4e HIS REPORT TO:CO FOLLOWSs 

@ 

t @o. "T HAVE: BEEN UNABLE: TO: OBTAINi AN APPOINTMENT’ WITHI GOWONs. 
WHO! SUSPECT MAY BE: RELUCTANT: TO: TALK) UNTIL’ HE HAS: MADE: 


UP: HIS: ‘MIND: MORE!:CLEARLYs. AND:. AT His: REQUEST’ 1 SAW! ART KPO: 
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THIS: MORNING® HEWHIMSELF! OPENED: BY EXPRESSING DISQUIET: 

AT: THE: REPORTS; “FROM: LONDON: PURPORTING: TOK. GIVE! DETAILS: ‘OF | ; 
ARNOLD SMITHSS:: PROPOSALS» WHICH! WERE: MISLEADING: AND! WERE: | 
CAUSING: THE! ‘FEDERAL! GOVERNMENT. SOME EMBARRASSMENT? .. PARTICe: 
ULARLY ‘SINCE: SMITH HAD. EROWT SRD: THAT: HE: WOULD! NOT” REVEAL! 
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ee DETAILS: OF: HIS: ‘DISCUSSIONS: IN! LAGOS» HE! SATO. THAT: “MUCH: : 
OF: ARNOLD! SMITH™S: PACKAGE! BORE! OUUKWU"S: STAMP! AND: WOUL.DI. IN: 
) NO: CIRCUMSTANCES::BE' ACCEPTABLE! TO: THE: FEDERAL! GOVERNMENT +. 
THE! LATTER'S: PRIMARY -CONDITIONS: REMAINED: THE: ACCEPTANCE! 
OF. ONE: NIGERIA. AND: THE: TWELVE! STATES®. 


fet ha 30. OTHIS: OPENING: ‘ENABLED: MEWTO: SPEAK! AS: ANTICIPATED: IN: 
PARA. 3: OFIMYTEL! ‘UNDER: :REFi AND: ON: LINES: ‘OF! PARA. 5! OF i 
YRTELs 


ho "IN VIEW OF! ARNOLD: SMITH®S: REPORT OF Hils: ATTITUDE! . 
TOWARDS: A. COMMONWEALTH. PRESENCEs. , ALO! ASKED! ARICPO! HIS 
QUITE: PREPARED! TO. CONSIDER» AT. AN: APPROPRIATE’ TIMED. F 
WHETHER’ THEY: MIGHT: INVITE: COMMONWEALTH! FORCES: TO. ASSIST: 
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IN| ENSURING: THE: ‘SECURITY. OF ‘THE: 1B0S* HE: WAS: CONFIDENT 
THAT FEDERAL: ‘TROOPS ‘COULD. BE RELIED UPON: TO: ENSURE: THAT 
THERE: ‘WERE NO; ATROCITIES . AND. .SAID: “THAT: POLICE: OFLIBOL 
ORIGIN WOULD: HAVE A. MAJOR. ROLE. TO: PLAY: IN: RE ESTABLISHING: 
ORDER* HOWEVER». HE: REALIZED. THAT. 1 BO: FEARS. OFi MASSACRE: 
WERE, A REALITY: “AND: HAD: TO. BE. COUNTERED: IF: THERE: WAS: TO: BE! 
A. SENSTBLE: PEACESMAKING! A.. COMMONWEALTH. FORCE: ‘COULD’ HELP: 
TO: ite END. GP#3e. MATHEWS: | 
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SUBY8s COMMISSIONER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DENIES VALIDITY ALL 
REPORTS COMMONWEALTH. "PEACE FORCE” FOR NIGERIA 


REF’ LAGOS 66668 6702 {NOTAL? LONDON 6368 {NOTAL! 


Jo COMMISSIONER {READ MENISTER} EXTERNAL AFFAIRS ARIKPO 
EVENING FEBo 14 DELIVERED SPEECH’ AT UNIVERSITY LAGOS TO 259 
STUDENTS. ON SUBJECT "NIGERIAN CIVIL WAR DIPLOMACY"> 


Qo AFTER READING FROM KEAYLEY ARTICLE IN GUARDIAN»o AND 


PAGE. 3.RUTALS 6716CC;C ON FE DENTIA Le 

CITING. LONDON TIMES AND BBC ARIKPO FLATLY ‘CALLED ALL’ SUCH 
REPORTS. "ABSOLUTELY FALSE" SAD COMMONWEALTH SYG SMITH HAD 
COME NIGERIA AT. OWN REQUEST AND ON SHORT NOTICE ARIKPO ‘SURE 
SMITH NOT INSTIGATOR FRESS: ‘STORIES, WHICH THEREFORE MESCHTe 
EVOUS. SPECULATION OR WE SHFUL' THINKING® ARIKPO Aides “HE 

HAD: GONE. LONDON RECENTLY SEE REBEL: ENVOY OKPARA 


30 ‘SAYING ‘HE. LEAVING SHORTLY FOR INDIAs MALAYSIA SINGAPORE» 
AND OTHER ‘COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES, ARIKPO SAID HE NOT RPT NOT 
GOING: ‘TO OBTAIN PEACEs eKEEPING | TROOPSs BUT AT THEIR. REQUEST 
TO EXPLAIN NIGERIAN SITUATIONS: 


4o FMG NOT RPT NOT ‘UNRESPONSIVE: EXPRESSIONS OUTSIDE CONCERNo 

AS: RESULT -MISSIONARY=» ‘JOURNALIST 5 FOREIGN GOVT AND OWN ee 
FMG HAD "EASED" MILITARY PRESSURES LATE 196? AF YER CAPTURE 
CALABAR AND ENUGU, IN HOPE :REBELS WOULD NEGOYIATE® IMPORTANT 
REMEMBER THiSs BECAUSE: FMG BELIEVES. MUCH OF PRESENT "PEACE 
OFFENSIVE" IS. REALLY REBELS EFFORT. TO AGAIN REDUCE MILI- 


“TARY PRESSURES», “ESPECIALLY IN: {B0- AREAS" o 
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AT END REBELLION» SUCH ASSURANCES MUST BE BASED ON THEIR- 
PRIOR ACCEPTANCE FEDERAL: SYSTEM IN NIGERIA AND: ‘NO SECESSIONo 


60 FOLLOWING TALK ONE: QUESTIONER LIKENED SITUATION TO ‘Two 
ANGRY BROTHERS QUARRELINGs IN SUCH CASES» WHAT WRONG WITH 
OUTSIDERS TRYING STOP FIGHT? ARIKPO IN EFFECT SAtD OUTSTDERS 
ALWAYS TENDED TAKE SIDES DESPITE INTENTIONS, GOT BLAMED LATER 
AND IT ALWAYS. BETTER ANYWAY LET PEOPLE. SOLVE OWN DOMESTic 
PROBLEMS» AUDIENCE REACTION TO THIS FAVORABLE o 


7° COMMENT® MAIN THRUST ARIKPO*S: TALK: WAS DENIAL STORIES | 
“CONCERNING CW PEACE. FORCEs BUT ALSO NOTEWORTHY FOR ‘CAREFUL 
BALANCING ACT BETWEEN "TRADITIONAL: FRIENDS" {READ US AND UK} 

AND "NEW FRIENDS* (SOVIET BLOCite HIS REITERATION OF . 

FMG POLICY TOWARD REBELS. WAS COUCHED IN TERMS WHICH ‘SHOWED 
LITTLE.OR NO "GIVE"> ARIKPO PERSONALLY WAS RELAXED» HUMOROUS 

AT TIMES» AND HE OFTEN RECEIVED FAVORABLE RESPONSE FROM HIS 
BASICALLY HAWKISH AUDIENCE s LAGOS RADIO AND PAPERS FEBo {5 

PLAY UP ARIKPO'S. SPEECH UNDER HEADLINES "ARTKPO a 

BLASTS FOREIGN PAPERS* AND. "12 STATES. ONLY BASIS FOR TALKSs" AND 
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| fo NEW NIGERIAN OF: FEBRUARY: 13, IN LEADING NEWS: STORY: REPORTED. 
COMMONWEALTH INITITATIVE: AS DESCRIBED IN: GUARDIAN: STORY: BY* 
PATRICK KEATLEY. (LONDON 6368) AND FOR SECONDi DAY’ RUNNING: 

' CARRIED EDITORIAL ON SUBJECTo EDITORIAL: EXPRESSED SURPRISE: 
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THAT ‘TALKS: ARE SAID: TO BE ABOUT CEASEFIRE® "CEASEFIRE: DOES: 


NOT ALWAYS: MEAN PEACE® WHAT. THIS. COUNTRY DESERVES’ 1S: PEACE: 


AND. NOT: MAKESHIFT _ARRANGEMENTS"o EDITORIAL: SAYS TALK! OF! 
WCOMMONWEALTH: FORCE TO: POLTCE: BATTLE: ZONE" IS MOST. DISTURBING"s 
IT_SUMS:,UP. BY’ SAYINGs “PEACE WITH ‘UNITY FOR: NIGERIA AND 
HONOURABLE: PLACE: FOR. THE IBQS*cYES» CEASEFIRE TO: ENABLE 


REBELLION REBUILD ITS: ‘SCATTERED FORCES=-NO« FOREIGN 
TROOPS=":CERTAINLY NOS 


@e NEWSPAPERS IN.LAGOS. AND. IBADAN SILENT” ON SUBJECT OF: 


COMMONWEALTH INITITIATIVE FEBRUARY 140 RADIO IN LAGOS AND’ 


KADUNA. CONT [ NUE BE CRITICAL’ OF "PEACEKEEPING: FORCE" BUT: NOT 


OF IDEA OF: COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT INITIATITNG NEGOTIATIONS: 
LOOKING FORWARD SETTLEMENTs DETAILS: REPORTED: FOR: VOA. IN 


LAGOS 66940. 
DECON FEB*1521969 MATHEWSs 
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UNCLAS. KADUNA 739 
HASSAN KATSINA COMMENTS ON COMMONWEALTH. PEACE INITIATIVES 


TeUNDER BOLD HEADLINE QTE COL+ HASSAN SAYS THERE WON'T BE ANOTHER 
ABURI UNGTEs NEW NIGERIAN OF FEB 14 REPORTS COMMENTS OF COL. 


HASSAN USMAN KATSINA ON ALLEGGED COMMONWEALTH PEACE INITIATIVE® COL® 
HASSAN» WHO RETURNED KADUNA FEB 13: AFTER DAY'S TOUR OF MAKURD] AND 
ENUGU WAR FRONTs REPORTEDLY SAIDs 


PAGE 2 RUUDSLK 739KK UNCLAS | see tee | 
Ae ANOTHER ABURI WOULD NOT BE REPETED AND FMG WOULD CONTINUE TASK 


OF CRUSHING OJUKWU REBELLION UNTIL’ OJUKWU. CLIQUE: CALL OFF THEIR ‘WAR 


AGAINST THEIR OWN COUNTRY« THIS IS ONLY COURSE: REBELS SHOULD 
CHOOSE TO PUT END TO SUFFERING OF MANY INNOCENT NIGERIANGe 


BeEVERYONE IN NIGERIA WELCOMED PEACEs BUT QTE NOT ONE ON OYUKWUtS 


TERMS. OF TREACHERYs NO. MATTER UNDER: WHAT CLOAK - WHETHER VIA THE 
NATO (SIC)}s THE UNs OR THE COMMONWEALTH UNQTE> COMMONWEALTH TROOPS» 
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COL. ‘HASSAN CONTINUED» ° wouLD NEVER COME TO NIGERIA. AND OUUKWU WOULD 
NOT BE GIVEN ANOTHER ‘OPPORTUNITY (READ ABUR] ‘TYPE DESCUSSIONS) TO: 
CARRY OUT HIS GTE TREACHEROUS “INTENTIONS -UNQTE © 


20 NEW NIGERIAN ‘REPORT CLOSED -BY NOTING THAT COL*® HASSAN “HAD 
FRAVELLEED FROM MAKURDI "TO “ENUGU WITH MRe -UKPABI “AST KAs 
ADMINISTRATOR “FOR ENUGU “AND ANOTHER LIBERATED AREAS OF: CENTRAL: 
EASTERN :-STAT Et. 


3° COMMENT:2 FOR THIRD -DAY ‘RUNNINGs ALLEGED COMMONWEALTH PEACE 
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MAKERS © ‘STOKES 
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FM USDAO/LAGOS NIGERIA 


TO? DIA PRIORITY NOD 
SECSTATE. WASHDC ‘ 
CINCSTRIKE — 
CINCLANT > 
INFO CIA WASHDC 0 
DA [o> 
CO. 


AMCONSUL. KADUNA 
AMCONSUL,: IBADAN 
DA GRNC: 


CONF IDEN T I AL 0053. FEB: 68e¢ SGD: sHALLIGANo COUNTRY SNIGERITAe 
SUBJECTS UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL: SITUATION DIA FOR: 
DIACOs CINCSTRIKE FOR. STRJ2=Cs DA- FOR ACSI 


jo SUMMARY! MESSAGE INDICATES REBEL CLAIMS. RECAPTURE: NSUKKA: AND 
LARGE: FED. LOSSES: THEREAT WITHOUT SUBSTANCE*® REPORTS: CAPTURE: AWKA. 
7 BY FED FORCES THIRTEEN: FEB ANDi INDICATED: AWGA- THREATENED: BY TWO 
| BRIGADE: FORCE> INDICATES. FED: ATTEMPT CLEAR: ALLi, REBEL| FORCES. EAST 
: oy “ey CROSS RIVER» DETAILS FED AIR RAID PORT HARCOURT SEVEN! FEBi REVEALED* 
| “tr, Jeniret STATUS. NIGERIN: ‘NAVY: REPORTED ¢ 


'% 


PAGE. 2. RUTALS 6703CC: CONF. T DEIN T YALE 

20 INFO AVAIL FROM SOURCES. ARMY: HQ@a AS: WELL: ASi FROM. EXPAT’. SOURCES: 
EMBASSY OFFICERS: WHO. WERE AT NSUKKA 08 FEB, INDICATES: CURRENT REBEL! 
CLAIMS RECAPTURE: NSUKKA WITH FMG LOSSES: IN "THOUSANDS". 

ERRONEOUSs IN FACT» REBEL ATTACK: LAUNCHED NSUKKA. APPROX: O8033DAF EB: 
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BY LAND ROVER. BORNE RAIDING FORCE APPROX. ONE! HUNDRED: FIFTY MENS 
RAIS INITITIATED. BY 81MM MORTAR’ BARRAGE FROM! THREE: HOME! MADE: MORTARS 
(WHICH LATER CAPTURED: BY FMG. FORCES. ALONG: WITH: STORE: 81MM: MORTAR: 
ROUNDS WHICH. SHOWED . CLEAR EVIDENCE: HAVING: BEEN. DUG: UP: FROMi UNDER: 
GROUND CACHE }e. MORTARING ALERTED: GARRISON’ (FED: COMMANDER: SAID Fi 
REBEL ‘FORCE: WOULD HAVE. COME IN: WITHOUT " ANNOUNCING: SELVES": THEY: 
WOULD HAVE DONE MORE: DAMAGE TO: NONe oALERT’ GARRISON) AND SUBSTANTIAL! 
BATTLE. ENSUEDs BY NOON RAIDING. PARTY HAD: BEEN DISPERSED: OR: 

KILLEDe FED. COMMANDER: SAID RAIO WELL’ PLANNED: BUT -PDORLY’: EXECUTED: | 
ARMY SOURCES BELIEVE RAIDING PARTY. FROM REBLL FIFTY: SEVEN: BRIGADE: 
ORIGINATED. VICINITY ABAKALIKI FROM. WHECE: USED: ROUTE: EFFIUM: 

(NORTH ABAKALIKT) THENCE: WEST VIA EHA: AMUF Up IKEMz MBUs EHA, 
ALUMONAg NSUKKAe. SAME SORCE ALSO: HIT FED: GARRISON. VILLAGE: UKEHE 
(G629NG725E } NORTH OF ENUGU ROUTE THREE, 09 FEBs. WITH: NO: SUCCESS: 
AND FURTHER LOSS PERSONNEL: AND VEHICLES ARMY SOURCES BELIEVE 


REMAINS RAIDING PARTY EITHER BACK AT OR ENROUTE ABAKALIKI” AREAs 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 6793CC CONFIDENTIA Li: 
3e FOLLOWING AVAIL FROM USUALLY RELIABLE: SOURCES ARMY HQ AS OF . 
14 FEBe 
Ao SECOND DIV AWKA AREA SOURCES CLAIM: AWKA FELL: TO FED FORCES: 
EIGHT BRIGADEs 13 FEBo FED FORCES HAVE. CONTINUED THROUGH 
AWKA AND ARE ON ROAD NETWORK SOUTH: OF: TOWN WITH NEXT POSSIBLE 
OBJECTIVE TOWN ORLU( @548N6792E) APPROX. THIRTY FOUR, ROAD! MILES 
er SOUTH AWKA AND. TWENTY FOUR ROAD MILES NORTH OWERRIe 
Bo FIRST DIV ENUGU SECTOR: ELEMENTS FED FIRST BRIGADE CONTINUE! 
SLOW BUT STEADY PROGRESS SOUTH. ALONG ESCARPMENT UDI TO AWGU WITH. 
OBVECTIVE CUT ROAD RUNNING. NORTHWEST FROM AWGUi TO ACHI (DeG8N@721E)) 
BEHING REBEL FIFTY NINE BRIGADE WHICH DEFENDING TO NORTH ALONG: 
AXIS THIS ROAD AGAINST FED TEN. BRIGADE» TWO DIV, WHICH MOVING: : 
SOUTH ON. SAME. ROUTE FROM OJ]. RIVER TOWARD AWGU: VIA ACHI®. SOURCES: ie 
BELIEVE IT PROBABLE TEN BRIGADE ALREADY SOUTH: ACHIe (IF! THIS. SOs. 
THIS wOULD PUT REBEL FIFTY NINE BRIGADE IN PRECARIOUS. POSITION | 
‘ BEING ON ROAD BETWEEN FED. BNS TO: FRONT {NORTH} AND REAR: WHICH: Is: f 
RUGGED HILL TERRITORY CHOICE WOULD SEEM! BE. EFEND. INI SEVERAL: | 
; DIRECTIONS. ON HIGH GROUND. TO REAR. (WITH POSSIBILITY FED FORCES: 
j ALREADY ASTRIDE HIGH GROUND) OR WITHDRAW: SOUTH: ALONG: SECONDARY* 
: ROAD NET WORK(WEST OF EXCARPMENT UDI/AWGU) IN DIRECTION: TOWN: 
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PAGE 4 RUTALS. 6703CC CONFIDENTIAL feces ee 
OKIGWI (@55gNG722E). (DEVELOPING SITUATION. WITH RESPECT AwGUi WOULD 
APPEAR PUT THIS REBEL!-ARMY HQ TOWN. IN SERIOUS POSITION WITH! MIN’ 


TWO. BRIGADES. (ONE AND TEN) ON ROAD MOVING. SOUTH TOWARD ITs: FIRST 
BRIGADE HAS THREE COLUMNS MOvING ON AWGUc ONE! ON ESCARPMENT AS 


INDICATEDS ONE. ON ROUTE THREE: APPROX PARALLEL WITH! ESCARPMENT 
COLUMNS ONE: MOVING. SOUTH. ASTRIDE. RAIL: LINE! TO EAST ROUTE. THREE 
AND: NOW BELTEVED: IN VICINITy VILLAG NOMEH. (@6)@N@735E) APPROX 
FIFTEEN MILES NORTHEAST AwGue ae oa aseen 
Co THIRD DIy SOUTHEASTERN SECTOR? FED COLUMN: WHICH: TOOK! [KOT 
OKPORO FERRY CROSSING ON CROSS FIVER.NQW, MOVING GENERALLY NORTH 
AND. EAST CROSS RIVER TOWARDS TOWN OBUBRAI 26@5NQ820E) WHICH. ‘HO 


REBEL FIFTY FIVE. BRIGADEs THIS. PART FMG ATTEMPT CLEAR ALL 
REBEL FORCES: EAST CROSS. RIVER’ 


4o NIGERIAN AIR FORCES . poe, 
Ao EMBASSY OFFICER. WITH EXPERT. KNOWLEDGE. THIS AREA. SAW TWO: 


IL*28S KANO. AIRFIELD PERIOD NINE THROUGH: ELEVEN FEBe NO: TAIL: | 


MARKINGS: CARRIED ON CRAFT, BUT NOSES. COVERED: WITH: TARPSe POSITIVE! 


IDENTIFICATION. TEN EGYPTIANS AT KANO CONNECTED WITH AIRCRAFT® ALSO 


PAGE 5 RUTALS 679@3cc:C ONF IOENTIAL . . ee a oe 
FOUR EUROPEAN TYPES ON HAND;- ALL’ FOUR. SPOKE. AFRIKAANS: AND THREE 
OF FOUR SPOKE ENGLISHe FOUR MIGS AT FIELD SAME. PERIODe ON: 07 FEB: 
SAME SOURCE SAW ONE HUNTING PROVOST AT KADUNA FIELDs SAME. SOURCE: 
SAW OPERATIONAL VAN. TYPE. SMALL: DISH RADAR. GEAR: AT KADUNKe ‘UNABLE 
IDENTIFY FROM. MATERIAL. AVAIL: HEREs 


: we . 


Be NAF ANDO: ARMY SOURCES CLAIM IL-28 RAID: ON PORT HARCOURT’ 97, FEB 


DID EXTENSIVE DAMAGE LIGHTING, CONTROL COMMOs TERMINAL®. AND: STRIP: 
FACILITIES* (THERE. INDICATIONS: FIELD MAY VERY WELLI HAVE! BEEN, 


INOPERABLE. PERIOD @7 FEB TO. DATE). POSSIBILITY TWO: SECOND: DELAY: 


TYPE BOMBS BEING USED ON RUNWAYe OTHER: ORONANCE USED: CAUSED 


HEAVY FIRES IN-AREAo PILOTS CLAIM REBEL AIR. DEFENSES: PORT: HARCOURT. 
INCLUDE "SIX RADAR. CONTROLLED. AA GUNS" CALIBER. NOT SPECIFIEDs 


Se NAVAL: AND RELATED ACTIVITY 


Ac MASTER NIGERIAN. NAVY CHARTER VESSEL! OPUSO. (EX. WARIGI} TOLD 
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DATT 14. FEB. THAT ON RECENT RUN. CALABAR: WITH FIVE! HUNDRED’ FMG: 
TROOPS: ABOARD HE! WAS HIT IN ‘CALABAR: ‘CHANNEL: BY ONE, ROUND 195MMi 
ARTY FIRE: FROM ORONo. APPROX ‘TEN ROUNDS: FIRED. WITH. ONE: AIT" IN: 
SUPERS TRUCTURE! WHICH DID. SUPERFICIAL! DAMAGE: ANDi INUUREDI NO ONE®. 
MASTER. ‘CRITICAL! NIGERIAN NAVY ESCORT WHY CHi CAME: OUT TO: MEET HIM 


| PAGE 6 RUTALS.67a3CC CONFIDENT IAL = 
AT ENTRANCE: CROSS RIVER CHANNEL’: HE SAID! "SHE: MET MEI ALRIGHT, BUT’ 
SHE OUTRAN: ME TO: CALABAR". ON: MORNING: FOLLOWING DAY» MASTER». ON 
WAY BACK. DOWN CHANNEL» SAW NIGERIAN ATR: FORCE. ATTACK! ONi ORON: AREA: 
WITH "HEAVY FIRES RESULTING! HE. TOOK: No: NEW FIRE: ON) WAY QUT 

HE PLANS: ANOTHER RUN THIS WEEKEND TO: CALABAR! BUT HOPES. FOR 
"BETTER ESCORT PT EEOTECTION. FROM NIGERTAN: NAVY8 .AS HE HAS: RAISEDi 
MATTER WITH. ADMIRAL WEY. AND. OTHER. SENIOR! NAVAL! OFFICERS: WHO 
PROMISE BETTER.PROTECTION: IN FUTUREe . 

Bo CURRENT STATUS: NIGERIAN NAVYs FRIGATE: NIGERTAs. PATROL! CRAFT’ 
OGOJA, SDB"S: BENIN, AND. ENUGY2 AUXILIARY’ KWA RIVER: AT’ SEAe ALL 
OTHERS NAVAL. BASE APAPAe.: GPw3e 
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R 1313092. FEB 68. 

FM: AMCONSUL:: -KADUNA 

TO: SECSTATE: ‘WASHDC: 632: 
INFO: “AMEMBASSY LAGOS 1339: 
AMEMBASSY.LONDON. 283: 
AMCONSUL: IBADAN 364 

DIA: ‘UNN 


UNCLAS KADUNA. 731 


SUBJECT? “NEW NIGERIAN COMMENTS':ON POSSIBLE: ‘COMMONME ALTH: PEACE 
INITIATIVE: 


{e “UNDER: BOLD! HEADLINE. TITLED QTE FEDERAL: GOVERNMENT 
) RESTATES: ITSSTAND$ REBELS.'MUST GIVE. ‘UP: SECESSTONs UNQTEs 
NEW NIGERIAN: OF: FEBRUARY: 13° REPORTED. FMG:OFFECIALS. IN | 
LAGOS: AS::STRESSING THAT: FORMER EASTERN REGION MUST | 
RENOUNCE! ‘SECESSION AND. ACCEPT: TWELVE STATE. “STRUCTURE: 
BEFOREI.ANY TALK OF ‘CEASEFIRE: POSSIBLE* OFFICIALS 
REPORTEOLS: WERE ‘COMMENTING’ON ALLEGED FRESH COMMONWEALTH 


A& 


PAGE: ‘2: -RUDSLK: 731 KK. UNCLAS: 

PEACE: INITIATIVE: AIMED:.AT -SENDING COMMONWEALTH: MILITARY 
FORCE: TO ‘POLICE. TRUCEIN. NIGERIA. WHILE PERMANENT SOLUTION 

5 TO CONFLICT .IS' SOUGHTo. ARTICLE::STATES THAT NEW 

( COMMONWEALTH: INITIATIVE BELIEVED: CONVEYED ‘TO. FMG BY 
COMMONWEALTH: SECRETARY*GENERAL:ARNOLD SMITH. BUT. THAT THERE 
') HAD! ‘BEEN: NO::CHANGE IN GENERAL. GOWON'S. POSITION: THAT 
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REBELS: ‘MUST: ‘RENOUNCE!:SECESSION; ‘BEFORE TRUCE! POSSIBLE® 


a0 IN: EDITORIAL. OF i ‘FEBRUARY’ P20, NEW: NIGER AN‘. 
DESCRIBED: -OBYECTIVES: iOFt: COMMONWEALTHNSECRETARY =: 
GENERALI:. ARNOLD) SMITH: “AS: LAUDABLE:: ‘BUT: “FOUNDED: JON te: 
QTE!: SHAKY: ‘ASSUMPTION: ‘UNQTE:: BASED! ‘ON: OYUK NURS: LATEST: 
| SPEECH® « EDITORIAL: ‘CONCLUDES: ; : ‘ 


OuURWU: ‘SPEECH’ “GIVES'NO: REPEAT: INO: BASIS: FOR: PEACE. 
OfHER: THAN: THAT OF: “FMG: ‘RECOGNITION! [ANDI LEGALIZATION » 
OF: BIAFRAN ‘SECESSION# 


Bo PEACE: ‘OFFENSIVE: ‘ON : BEHALF: OF: ovuknur APPEARS: ws 
ENITIATED: “BY ‘FOREIGNERS: AND: DERECTED! FROM! OUTSIDE! 


RAGE! 3: ‘RUDSLK: 737 KK ‘UNCLAS: 
AND: ‘CANNOT. BEAR: “ANY FRUITEUL! RESULT. 


© POSSIBLE: IMPRESSION: THAT: COMMONWEALTH: ‘SECRETARIAT: 
ASSOCTATED WITH: ‘PEACE: HOAX: [COULD MILI TATE!. AGAINGT ANY: 
GOOD: ROLE: IT. COULD - ‘PLAY IN- FUTURES 


‘SUGGEST ION: THAT: COMMONWEALTH) PEACE® ‘KEEPING: ‘BORCE: 
peo SOME! INFO ‘NIGERIA: ISPQTE: INEOCOLONTALEST sSUBTEETY: 

THAT CAN ONLY ‘SERVE::REBELSs THETRiiBACKERS» :OR: ‘THOSE: 
FOREIGN. INTERESTS: WHOs - FOR OTHER::REASONS» 'WANT ‘PEACE! 
AT ANY’ PRICE: 200 TO: ACCEPT. ‘FOREIGNU INTERVENT TON: Is: To: . 
{NTERNATTONALMZE-: ‘THEN CRISIS# EWEN! THE: ‘COMMONWEALTH: Eee es i 
is* STILL AN. INTERNATIONAL! ORGANIZATION: SUNGTE 


2 IN!:SECOND: “EDI TORIALi FEBRUARY ® 73 NEW. 
i NIGERIAN: ‘COMMENTS: ON. ‘REPORTED::COMMONWEAL TH: 
: NEGOTIATIONS: FOR: CEASEFIRE: -ANDUUis Kis ;GUARDI AN’ 
i NEWSPAPER? :STORY™ ‘THAT: ‘STAGE.:SET“FORMCEASEFLRE 
WITH! COMMONWEALTH! MILT TARY’ FORCE! TOePOLTCE! 
: CEASEFIRE» NEW NIGERIAN! COMMENTS: URS oe 
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AcCEASEFTRE: ‘DOES. ‘NOT’ ALWAYS: ‘MEAN: PEACE: -AND: 
NIGERIA DESERVES: ‘PEACES 


Be S02 = CALLED: ‘COMMONWEALTH ‘FORCE. TO: POLICE 
CEASEFIRE: IS: ‘DISTURBING AND FMG: SHOULD BE: ‘WARY. ‘THIS 
POINT’ “SINCE! ‘GUARDIAN: ‘NEWSPAPER ‘CLOSELY ‘CONNECTED: 


WITH: REBELS4 


Ce ANY ‘FORETGN “SCHEMES: TO LULL: ‘COUNTRY INTO 
FALSE: EXPECTATIONS ‘SHOULD BE AVOIDED» THE. EDITORIAL 
GONTINUEDe 


s EDITORIAL. CONCLUDED# QTE PEACE WITH: UNITY Poe 
POR: NIGERIA. -AND: HONORABLE. PLACE. ‘FOR THE IBOS, YES* 
CEASEFIRE: FQ! ‘ENABLE REBELS ‘TO ‘REBUILD: FORCES» Noe 
FOREIGN ‘TROOPS? “CERTAINLY NOe ‘UNQTE. ‘STOKES 
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FM AMEMBASSY: LAGOS °°. : 
TO’ SECSTATE, WASHDC IMMEDIATE. 9352 
NFO! AMEMBASSY--ACCRA.-1571. : 
AMEMBASSY :ADDIS. ABABA 377. 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 553 © 
AMEMBASSY .LONDON: 2975.. 

AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 762 

AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 896 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 77% 

CINCSTRIKE ‘CINCMEAFSA 

AMCONSUL: IBADAN: 1628: . 
RUTAKAZAMCONSUL KADUNA. 2160 


Cc: ‘0. N: F I D, E N- fe I A L Lagos, 6666. 
SuBUS NIGERIAN: REACTION To COMMONWEALTH "SECRETARIAT PEACE 
INITIATIVE: ‘eee : 


mee CE ee ae : : ¢ an 


RAGE: :2..; ‘-RUTALS ‘6666CC: CC: ON F ; i E NT I AL 
REFs LAGOS: BOS DES LONDON: 6368.: Shep 2 Pate ieee 


fe BBC: IN’ LAST TWO. DAYS. -HAS. CARRIED LONG: SPECULATIVE: 

REPORTS ON EFFORTS OF COMMONWEALTH: SECGEN SMITH ‘To: ‘DEVELOP: 
PROPOSAL: FOR ENDING NIGERIAN CIVIL! WARe THESE: REPORTS» AS” 
WELL! AS: SPECULATION IN BRITISH. PRESS AND EDITORIAL INiNEW 


YORK: TIMES: FEBRUARY Riss {REPORTED ae “RE PUES J: HAVE NATURALLY 
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RECEIVED: CONSIDERABLEATTENT ION IN. Govt ane PRIVATE CIRCLES 
IN. NIGERIA» 


@e INITIAL, PUBLIC REACTION EXPRESSED TN | PRess. rs BENERALCY 
AGAINST SUGGESTION ‘OF INTRODUCING COMMONWEALTH PEACEKEEPING 
FORCE INTO NIGERIAN SITUATTONe THERE J's ALSO: RESENTMENT 
THAT FOREIGN PRESS IS TRYING PUSH INTGERILA TO (CONFERENCE 
TABLEe EMBOFFS HAVE HEARD ‘SIMILAR COMMENTS BY MTDDLE<LEVEL 
OFFICIALS WHO EVIDENTLY ‘FEEL. EFFORT ‘BEING MADE TO 
INTERNATIONALTZE CRISTS«™ 


Ze CRITICAL: EDITORTAL: IN TRIBUNE” “OF (FEBRUARY 12, ‘REPORTED 
Lacos: REFTELS NER NIGERIAN: EDITORIAL: FEBRUARY 12° .ALSO: 


RAGE: 3: RUTALS 6666CC Cis0- NF rr D . IN OTT AL: 

CRITICAL* SAYS SMITH"S ‘NEW INITIATIVE: REPORTED ‘7.0: BE ‘BASED 
ON: OJUUKWU"S. ADDRESS. ‘TO: (CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY - ‘AND. COMMENTS» 
"NOWHERE IN THAT ADDRESS © (CAN ONE (FIND A MANDFEST DESTRE FOR 
PEACE! ON ANY BASIS. OTHER THAN: A FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’ RECOG} 
NITION: AND LEGALTZATION OF SECESSTON® ATTHE MOMENT.» THE 
PEACE: OFFENSIVE! ON ‘BEHALF: OF OuUKWU APPEARS “TO: ‘BE. INITIATED: 
BY FOREIGNERS. AND DIRECTED FROM ‘OUTSIDE*s THIS’ (CANNOT ‘BEAR 
ANY FRUITFUL RESUL Ts" EDITORIAL SUGGESTS. THAT COMMONWEALTH: 
SECRETARIAT MAY .BE ALLOWING. ‘SELF: “To BE ASSOCIATED. WITH: A 
COLOSSAL: PEACE” HOAX«" CALLS PEACEKEEPING FORCE “POSTTIVELY 
DANGEROUSs" “tA :NEO«sCOLONIALIST ‘SUBTLETY ‘THAT (CAN ONLY SERVE: 
REBELS: AND THEIR SACKERS*«OR* THOSE iFORETGN INTERESTS 


WHOs. FOR OTHER ‘REASONS» WANT PEACE AT ANY PRECE. LASTING. 


PEACE: CAN: ONLY BE .CREATED: BY’ NI'GERILANS: THEMSELVES « ‘TO 
ACCEPT: “FORETGN ENTERVENTAON _. ‘TO: INTERNATIONALIZE THE: 
cRISIS« : 


ie SPECULATION» ‘BOTH TN NEGERILA AND. (RBROADS aenters ‘ON. 
COMMONWEALTH: PEACEKEEPIENG: sBORCE WAND: GENERALLY © FALLS: ‘TO -SEE 
tT" AS: ‘PART OF. POSSIBLE: OVERALL SETTLEMENT 2 ‘EMBASSY FEARS. 
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THATs AS RESULT EXTENSIVE: PRESS AND RADIO SPECULATION» 
GROUNDSWELL OF OPINION MAY BE BUILDING UP WHICH COULD 
PREJUDICE ANY NEGOTIATIONS. 
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R 12!6io2 FEB 68 

FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9336 _ 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 2974 
DIA 

CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 2158 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 1627 


ea N F oe ENT I-A L: LAGOS 6634 
SUBUs8 BRIT ISH MERCENARIES IN NIGERIA 


[ BIAFRAN RADIO AND SOME FOREIGN PRESS REPORTS IMPLY 
MANY. BRITISH MERCENARIES ARE IN NIGERIA® BRITISH HC 
LAGOS: ON FEBRUARY 9 SUBMITTED FACTUAL REPORT’ TO:..COs 
AS FOLLOWS8 


@e "WE KNOW. OF NO BRITISH MERCENARIES FIGHTING ON THE 


% 


PAGE: 2 -RUTALS 6634CC.: C ON F IDEN T I A. LE 

GROUND EITHER FOR THE NIGE IAN ARMY OR FOR THE BIAFRAN: 
ARMY o THERE ARE! HOWEVER A NUMBER OF BRITISH» ‘RHODESIAN 
AND. SOUTH AFRICAN PILOTS FLYING FOR THE NIGERIAN: AIR 


FORCE APART FROM THE SOUTH AFRICAN BONZO BOND WE HAVE 


NODETAILS FROM OVERT SOURCES AND INDIVIDUALS: CHANGE 
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WEEKLYo SOME OF THE PILOTS OF -BIAFRAN AIRCRAFT SUPPLYING 
PORT HARCOURT ARE REPORTED TO :BE RHODESIANo. ONE: RHODESIAN: 
PILOT» MALLOCHs AND FOUR BRITISH CREW MEMBERS ARE AT 
PRESENT DETAINED IN TOGOo 


3° "THERE ARE. THREE BRITISH EXeNAVAL’ OFFICERS: ON. CONTRACT: 
FO THE: NIGERIAN: NAVY COMMANDER - RAWE, LIEUTENANT 
COMMANDER: COOK AND LIEUTENANT COMMANDER. DENHAM2 WHO 

HAVE BEEN HERE FOR i145 12 AND 4- YEARS ‘RESPECTIVELY. 

A WARRANT OFFICER JAMES ON SECONDMENT: FROM BRITISH ARMY: 

! VISITED NIGERIA. FOR SHORT PERIOD: LAST YEAR: TO INSTRUCT 
NIGERIANS ON THE USE OF ANTI® AIRCRAFT ‘GUNS» TWO. WARRANT 
OFFICERS WHO WILL BE ATTACHED” TO: THE’ DEFENCE ADIVER®S 
STAFF IN A CIVILIAN ‘CAPACITY.: WILL: BE: ARRIVING | IN LaGOS 
AT. THE ENO OF: FEBRUARY” TO: PROVIDE ORIVING AND’ MAINTENANCE 
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ARMY 


wo "UK NATIONALS CLOSELY CONNECTED WITH WAR EFFORT?= 

{A} AITRWORK PERSONEL ENGAGED ON: SERVICING OF PROVOST 

JETSo DETAILS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM -AIRWORK. LTO°o, HURN 

AIRPORT» CHRISTCHURCH» HANTS'’e 

(B} RADIO INSTRUCTORS PROVIDED BY "COMMUNICATIONS CON® 

SULTANTS" LTD OF 4. ‘STEPHYNS..CHAMBERS» HEMELHEMPSTEAD» ‘TELe 

BOXMORE: -376@0 THIS GROUP IS HEADED: BY WILLIAM SIMPSONe- 

(¢e) DUDLEY THOMAS» ‘CIVILIAN: ‘ON. ‘CONTRACT FROM ‘MINISTRY 

OF DEFENCE {NAVAL- DEPARTMENT) ‘ORDNANCE: EXPERT « 
(D} LT. CR LAKINSSMITH (RETIRED) o CIVIL SERVANT IN THE ; 
MINISTRY: OF. DEFENCE FOR MANY? YEARS: PAST« PRESENT POSITION? 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY DEVELOPMENT: PROJECTS» 

(E) IT Is. POSSIBLE THAT: EXPATRIATE. ‘ENGINEERS: WORKING 

FOR THE MINISTRY OF WORKS IN THE NORTHERN STATES HAVE 

BEEN ASSISTING REPAIR BRIDGES» :‘ROADSs ETCe 


So "THERE ARE OF COURSE NUMEROUS RUSSIANS» CZECHS AND 


bes CONF LDENTIAL 
i cae 


A ato: ne "| ; 
rr pate_\O} ae, 


| ey ee 


yey 4 e @ 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


be CONFIDENTIAL 


PAGE @3 LAGOS @6634 121754Z 


| PAGE 4 RUTALS 6634CC: CONF IDENT IAL 

EGYPTIANS HELPING THE NIGERIAN AIR FORCEs AND GERMANS 
FROM DORNIER» THERE ARE FIVE INDIAN OFFICERS IN THE 
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WAS* REPORTED. STATE: 119226 BUT NOT SENT. TO: ALL: ABOVE: : 

ADDRESSEESs SAIL D“DEPARTMENT: HAD BEEN CONCERNED: WITH’ NUMBER: 

OF: ‘INSILNUATONS:: RECENTLY ALLEGING US CONTINUES: RECOSNTZE ERS: AS: ONLY 
LEGAL GOV.T TN: NIGERTAs: ADDING: THAT: PRIVATE: -ACTIONS®*: OF. 3° 

FEW AMCITS OVER -WHICHUSG-HAS NO. CONTROL: SHOULD IN: NOs WAY: 

BE: CONSTRUED : “AS: AN* INDECATION OF USG SUPPORT: FOR: AN. 

UNREGOGNTZED.’ REGIME’: 


2a GOWON: ‘AND: EXTAFE: OFFICIALS HAVE: EMPHATICALLY EXPRESSED 
APPRECTAT LON: FOR: STATEMENT * IYALLA» AMBASSADOR= DESTGNATE® 
TO: USa: SAID: “THIS: ‘TS: UST: WHAT: WE WANTED BUT. TOO: BAD IT: 
WAS: “$0 LATE” IN: :COMING"o 
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Ba ON: FEBRUARY: “6°: AND. 7. STATEMENT GIVEN. GOOD ‘COVERAGE!:ON:. 
RADIO.AND.: aT ye NEWS: REPORTS's THREE: NEWSPAPERS >: GOY.T OWNED: 

POST» .SKET.CH: ‘OF. IBADAN. “AND WEST" AFRICAN PILOTs. CARRIED: 

STORY: STRAIGHT: BUT. TWO -LARGEST: ‘AND: BEST. PAPERS: OF. COUNTRY, 

DATLY. TIMES: “AND” NEW! NIGERIAN?:: HAVE: NOT SEEN FIT TOVCARRY” 

STORY* 


ao ONLY* ONE PAPER HAS: COMMENTED . EDITOILYs. ‘TRIBUNE OF! 
IBADANe- (REPORTED ‘IN FULL... IBADAN 383)6 THIS: COMMENT” 
GENERALLY: CRITICALS. TRIBUNE’.DTD NOT CARRY: NEWS' STORY’: 

ITSELF +. LAGOS: RADIO: ‘FEBRUARY. 8 REPORTED: EDITORIAL: LAND *: 
QUOTES: TRIBUNE! CRITICESM “THAT “STORY: CAME: LATE AND, TRIBUNE | ; 
QUESTION? : “WHO: ARE? THESE: “AMERICAN: CITIZENS: AND: HOW “PRIVATE 
ARE THEIR: -ACTIONS?™. TN: ‘CONTEXT ™ WHICH: SUGGESTS, ‘QUOTATION: 
FROM TREBUNEs: ROOTS ADDS» "IN THIS! INSTANCE. IT’ I1S'‘UeSe* 


MISSTONS+” 


© ANOTHER: LAGOS: RADIO NEWS TALK:-F EBRUARY'8)REPETED: - 
FeeRUAn 99. WAS DEVOTED. TO: “AMERICAN ‘STATEMENT 0: WHILE: 


PAGE!.4 RUTALS.. 6595CC:: C..000N.Fe eT Di -Bi oN) Te. t. A. Al LIMETEDUOF FICIAL: SUSE:. 
BURDEN OF: NEWSTALK: WAS: EXPRESSION® "OE: ‘DELIGHT’: “THAT QUUKWU: 


LIMETEDUOFFIECTALUSE) 3 : 


y Avtuority ri 


ofr ara Date | iG} % 


EES: 


SEES A ASAE 


FAN 


os 


LIMITED: OFFICIAL USE 


AMS BLED Ete A EN YER IG ON RAE as BTR 


PAGE 3 LAGOS 96595. @922932 


DOES NOT HAVE AMERICAN BACKING» TALK CONTAINED SOME 
CRITICISM OF USe "UNFORTUNATELY AMERIGA?S: SILENCE HAS. 
HELPED TO ENCOURAGE o oeREBEL»” BECAUSE OF,” MSCALCULATED: 
HOPE THAT AMERICAN, HELP WAS ‘JUST AROUND CORNER" OUUKWU: 
"CONTINUED TO PROLONG UNNECESSARY SUFFERING OF: PEOPLE OF: 
THREE EASTERN STATES" 6 NOW THIS HOPE "OASHED. TO GROUND oos 
SOME AMERICAN CITIZENS ARE STILL SUPPLYING: ARMS ILLEGALLY: 
TO REBELS AND PROVIDING. THEM . WITH FINANCIAL: FACILITIES» 
STATE DEPARTMENT?S EXPLANATION FOR. THIS. SORDID: SITUATION 
1S. THAT USG CANNOT BE HELD. RESPONSIBLE FOR PRIVATE ACTIONS: 
OF FEW AMERICANS»: THIS rs A VALID: ARGUMENT BUT THERE IS: 
LOT USG AND ALL’ ITS: AGENCIES: CAN: DO IN: HELPING TO STOP: THIS 
ILLEGAL: SUPPLY: OF ARMS BY PRIVATE AMERICANS: TO: REBELS» 
AMERICA HAS’ WHAT: AMOUNTS. TO A DUTY TO STOP: QUICKLY’ THESE 
LRRESPONSIBLE ACTIONS: OF; SOME OF: ITS: CITIZENS". 


sa poeta ah AR bln San PARE AG ERR AERA 


GeRADIO KADUNA. FEBRUARY 8 IN VERY FAVORABLE: AND: EXTEN®: 
SIVE- NEWS. COMMENTARY ON STATEMENT SAID. REBELS: HAVEi-BEENI 
"DECEIVING: PEOPLE OF- THREE: EASTERN STATE: THAT THEY HAVE! 
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FULL: SUPPORT . OF USG"o THEY’ HAVE QUOTED: FROM: LETTERS TO 
EDITORS IN AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS: CLAIMING "THAT SUCH: LETTERS: 

WHICH ARE WRITTEN BY UNKNOWN: AN PRIVATE AMCITS REPRESENT 

THE VIEWS OF: USGo" NOW THEY MUST NO LONGER "MISREPRESENT 

ANO SEEK TO TARNISH REPUTATION OF USG"e 


7 COMMENT3 EMBASSY BELIEVES: DEPARTMENT: STATEMENT . 

HAS HAD BENEFICIAL. IMPACT ON: USNIGERIAN RELATIONS» IT :SHOWS 
WHERE: WE: STAND: AND GIVES ANOTHER: POSITIVE: 

: STATEMENT OF. POLICY FOR US TO POINTOUT TO MGe THEREFORE». 

| F IT HELPS EMBASSY IN DEALING WITH TOP= LEVEL: OFFICIALS» 
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fo IBADANeBASED NIGERIAN TRIBUNE CARRIED FOLLOWING FRONT 
PAGE: COMMENT UNDER TITLE “THE RIDDLE* UNESSENTIAL WORDS OMITTED 


Ao "CATEGORICAL STATEMENT ISSUED BY US STATE DEPARTMENT 
BENYING ANY SUPPORT FOR REBELS AND REAFFIRMING RECOGNITION 


PAGE 2 RUDSLB 383 UNCLAS 
FMG WAS INTENDED DISPEL RUMOURS AMERICAN BACKING MRe ODUMEGO ; 
OUUKWO oe 
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STATEMENT ADMITS A FEW AMERICAN CITIZENS OVER WHICH USG HAS NG 
FONTROL» HAVE TAKEN PRIVATE SECTIONS IN SUPPORT OF REBEL REGIMEe 


ko “WHAT ONE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IS HOW FEW THESE AMERICAN 
CITIZENS REALLY ARE AND HOW PRIVATE ARE THEIR ACTIONSo 


Se "RIDDLE ABGUT CURRENT CIVIL WAR IS. THAT MRo OJUKWU 
RECEIVING BACKING SOME FOREIGN COUNTRIES WHO THEY ARE» 
NO ONE SEEMS KNOW. 


60 "IT RECOGNIZED PARY INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY FOR COUNTRY 
SUPPORT LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT ANOTHER COUNTRY OFFICYALLY WHILE 
UNOFFICIALLY BENEFITING ITS ENEMIFSo 


Je °YN INSTANT CASE USG IS UNFORTUNATE IN HAVING CYA WHICH HAS 
REPUTATYON FOR OQVENTHROWING GOVERNMENTS OFFICIALLY AND PUBLICLY 
SUPPORTED BY USGo 


80 "WE THINK ROLE CIA IN CURRENT CIVIL WAR © IF AT ALL’ © IS MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN DECLARED STAND USGo 


So "WE DO NOT SUBSCRIBE TO MADNESS OF THOSE WHO EMOTYONALLY TREAT 


PAGE 3° RUDSLB 383 UNCLAS a en As 
UNITED STATES AS VILLIAN OF PEACE IN CURRENT CIVIL WAR » AS IF MRe 
OUUKWU WOULD NOT HAVE DECLARED SECESSION WITHOUT AMERICAN. 
ASSURANCES © 


{@o “BUT WE BELIEVE OFFICIAL STATEMENTS SUPPORT FROM FOREIGN 
GOVERNMENTS REALLY BELATED THIS STAGE OF WAR. E WOULD PREFER 
POSITIVE ACTS SUPPORT TO MERE WORDSe 


ite "IN ANY CASE, FMG WELL ADVISED STRENGTHEN ITS 
ENTELLIGENCE SERVICES AND RELY ON THEM TO KNOW TRUE 
STAND EACH FOREIGN COUNTRY. TO GO BY OFFICIAL DECLARATIONS 
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REPORTED VICINITY AGAGA VILLAGE ROAD JUNCTION (O624NO753E } APPROX 
FIFTEEN MILES WEST ABAKAL Tio THIRD ‘BRIGADE THIS: DIVs OPERATING 
EAST AYA». ANYIM AND CROSS RIVER LINE FROM OGOJA SOUTH To 1KOM 8 
NOW WEST OF CROSS RIVER OPERATING SOUTH. OF BiG BEND CROSS: ‘RIVER 
{IKOM TO OBUBRA) WITH MISSION CLEARING REBEL ‘FORCES ‘SOUTH. OF” BEND 
GENERAL AXIS ADVANCE. NORTHWEST°FROM IKOM” To: OBUBRAc (AS [T- ‘KNOWN 
SUBSTANTIAL’ REBEL’ FORCES IN QBUBRA AREAs IT LIKELY ACTION WILL: 
BEYELOP THIS. FRONT AS SECOND BRIGADE DRIVES EAST YOWARD ABAKALIKI 
AND. THIRD: BRIGADE..DRVES NORTHWST TOWARD OBUBRA ‘ONLY TWENTY: TWO 
MILES SOUTHEAST ABAKALIKT ho 
Be SECOND. DIV NORTHWEST SECTORS REF PAR 1A MY @G24 ‘JAN 682 AND: ‘PAR 
iA MY @@35 FEB 68% TEN BRIGADE ON DIV LEFT EAST MOVING ‘SOUTH © FROM 
OUI POWER ‘COMPLEX WITH NEXT OBJECTIVE BELTEVED VILLAGE ACHI- 
{G6G8NG721E 36 SINT RED CROSS PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN ‘OPERATING AT 
HOSPITAL: ACHT}c IN -CENTER DIV SECTOR SIX BRIGADE HAS CUT ROUTE’ TEN 


PAGE 3: RUTALS 6562CC S E CRE T. 
AT VCHLAGE AMANSEE APPROX FIVE ROAD MILES NE AWKA ON ROUTE ‘ENo 
EIGHT BRIGADE ON: DIV’ RIGHT (WEST?) "HEAVILY ENGAGED" WITH: REBEL’ 
FIFTY FOUR BRIGADE VICINITY IFITE AWKA HILL: YUST NORTH AWKAo 
{EXPAT DOCTOR IN BENIN TOLD UK DEP. HIGH COMMYSSYONER THERE 
(PROTECT BOTH SOURCES} SEVENTY BADLY WOUNDED FED: SOLDIERS ADMITTED 
BENIN GEN HOSP @3 FEB FROM FIGHTING AWKA AREA V{A IDAH “FERRY 
CROSSINGe {CONFIRMING VIEWS ISRAELY MIL SURGEON ON QUALITY® FMG 
MIL MEDICAL CAREsKVPREVIOQUSLY REPORTED» £/@=5 SOURCE: SAID FIELD 
FIRST AID GIVEN THESE EVACUATED CASUALTIES POOR}.o- 
2° IN RECENT CONVERSATION» C¥S ARMY BISALLA SAID FED- FORCES. : ‘DO: NOT 
CONSIDER ONITSHA AS PRIME TARGET CURRENT OPERATIONS. ENUGU/NORTHWEST 
SECTOR» SOURCE SAID~s "AFTER AWKA FALLS ONITSHA WILL: FALL: OF) OWN 
WEIGHT", FURTHER» HE INDICATED FED PLANS -AT: PRESENT DO NOT 
CONTEMPLATE REPAIRS ONITSHA END NIGER RIVER BRIDGE BLOWN 
IN OCT BY REBEL: FORCES RETREATING: FROM MIDe- WEST» ‘SOURCE | SAID: ‘EMG 
WOULD USE LIGHTER AND FERRY FOR DURATION WAR AND. LEAVE: MATTER 
REPATR OF BRIDGE AS "ONE OF POSTWAR PROBLEMS". (DATT SUSPECTS: “FMG: 
MIL: FIGURES: NOW RECOGNIZE: REPAIR: ON NONREPATIR OF BRIDGE REPRESENTS 
POYENT MIL“POLITICO/ECON WEAPON IN ‘HAND FED GOVT IN ANY FUTURE. 
DEALINGS WITH REPS EAST CENTRAL STATE} o 
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3° NIGERIAN AIR FORCES ; a : 

Ao IN CONVERSATIONWITH COMMANDER AIR FORCE ALAQ @8 FEBN’ DAO MAP. 
OFFICER WAS TOLD FMG NOW USING ENUGU AIRFIELD» ALAO HAD TAKEN ‘PLANE 
IN 87 FEBo . ; ao - 

Bo ON @7 FEB CIVILIAN SOURCE IN MOD WHO -HAS. ACCES TO SUCH - 
DOCUMENTS {PROTECT BOTH SOURCE AND METHOD BY WHICH INFO OBTAINED) 
SHOWED DAO MAP OFFICER Copy OF THREE: CONTRACTS: BETWEEN’ FMG AND 
COMMUNIST SUPPLIERS+ IN FIRST CASE CONTRACT SHOWED FIRST TWO 

CZECH DELFIN L29 PLANES COST FED GOVT FORTY FIVE THOUSAND NIGERIAN 
POUNDS EACH. (ONE NIG POUNDS EQUALS’ TWO POINT EIGHY US DOLLARS)» 


WILL: NOT BE DELIVERED UNTIL EGYPTS REPLACEMENT STOCKS PROVIDED BY 
SOV’ UNTON ALLOW TRANSFER ADDITIONAL 1L28 TO. FMG NIGERIA. THIRD 
CONTRACT CONCERNED MIG FIFTEENS*: NO MONETARY: SUMS WERE “CONTA ENED 
ON CONTRACT AND WORDING OF CONTRACT INDICATED TO: DAO -MAP OFFICER 
FHAT THESE SPECIFIC PLANES WERE ON FIT BASIS. MOD SOURCE: CONFIRMED 
THISo WITH RESPECT To MIG SEVENTEENS»s SOURCE» WHO PASSES ‘ON .LEGAL 
CONTENT ALL MOD CONTRACTS» SAID "I WAVE NOT SEEN ANY FORM 


RAGE 5 RUTALS 6562CC SECRET eer 
CONTRACT AS YET ON MIG SEVENTEENS AND DO NOT KNOW WHAT PRICING 
ARRANGEMENTS THESE ARE" . 

Co POLITICAL SOURCE OF DCM TOLD DCM 97 FEB THAT NAME OF ONE ‘OF: 
EGYPTIAN IL28 PILOTS NOW IN NIGERIA TS’ QUOTE ‘CAPTAIN SITKI ‘UNQUOTE*. 
HE REPORTED TO BE OFFICER IN CHARGE THIS FLIGHT OF TWO ‘PURCHASED 

BY FMGo GP3 
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SUBJECT: PRESS CONFERENCE BY 


REFt LAGOS 6455 — 


de A SERLIN: NEWSPAPER, fa i TREESSPIRGEL GS ‘CARRIES AN" ACCOUNT ‘OF 
a PRESS CONFERENCE: GIVEN: IN BERLIN: ‘ON ‘FEBRUARY '3°-BY ‘DRe ‘FRANCIS. 
fT As WHO. ACCORDING: TOo:. THE PAPERs 1S. THE CHIEF. POLITICAL ADVISOR: 


~ A 


paGE 2 RUFHJA 9900 C ON FOI DEN TI A LELIMITED OFFLéiaL ‘USE 
TO HILITARY ‘GOVERNOR. QUUKWU: OF. THE BIAFRAN SECESSONIST. ‘STATE THE: 

(FOLLOWING ‘SUMMARIZES ‘THE: PRINCIPAL POINTS. COVERED. BY IBTAM AT: 
THE. PRESS. CONFERENCE: 


Be IBIAM ACCUSED. ‘GREAT BRITAIN AND THE SOVIET ‘UNTON: OF. INTERFERING 
"MESTOECLY- IN AN. INTERNAL DISPUTE BY DELIVERING WEAPONS::ONLY ‘TO THE: 


yu 
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NIGERIAN CENTRAL: GOVERNMENT WHILE "BIAFRA" HAD TO BUY WEAPONS ON THE 
NEUROPEAN BLACK MARKET«" HE CHARACTERIZED GREAT BRITAIN AS THE 
"FATHER" OF "BOTH PARTS OF NIGERIA" GIVING WEAPONS TO ONE "SON": IN 
ORDER TO: "KILL: THE OTHER ONE®" 


3» HE SAID THATs ASIDE: FROM THE PORT HARCOURT AIRPORT» "BIAFRA" 
WAS: COMPLETELY CUT OFF FROM THE OUTSIDE WORLD BY FEDERAL TROOPS» 


‘ACCORDING TO IBIAM. THINGS WERE MADE MORE DIFFICULT BY THE PRESENCE 


iN: BIAFRAN TERRITORY’ OF OVER 2 MILLION IBO REFUGEES FROM OTHER 
PARTS: OF NIGERIAe IBIAM CALLED: FOR: MORAL SUPPORT FROM FELLOW 
G@HRISTIANS AND FROM THE UN AND REQUESTED MEDICINES AND ANTIBIOTICS 
FOR: THE CHILDREN AND THE SICKe HE ASKED WHY THE WORLD AND 
ESPECIALLY THE CHURCHES DID NOTHING TO PREVENT AN “EXTERMINATION 
CAMPAIGN" AGAINST 14 MILLION PEOPLE. 
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ue TBTAM CLOSED WITH A DIG AT BONNs SAYING THAT HE "REGRETTED" 
THE. FACT. THAT’ "NOT ONE: SINGLE CHRISTIAN POLITICIAN" FROM THE 
GERMAN: FEDERAL: GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN: PREPARED TO: RECEIVE HIM OFFICIALLY: 


‘ 
Se THE BERLIN SENAT PROTOCOL: OFFICE HAS. DISCLOSED. TO THE: MISSION 
THAT DRe IBIAM WAS INVITED TO BERLIN AS.A GUEST :OF: ‘THE EVANGELICAL: 


@HURCH: ‘OF: BERLIN BRANDENBURG AND’ WAS NoT ‘RECEIVED: OFFICIALLY BY’ 
ANY MEMBER. OF: THE. SENAT» 
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fo SUBSTANCE. REFTEL piscussep WITH ACTINGBRITISH DHC 
ANDERSON BY POL COUNSELOR« ANDERSON READILY AGREED 
FOREIGN PRESS REPORTS OF INDISCRIMINATE FMG BOMBING ‘OF 
@HURCHES» SCHOOLS AND HOSPITALS IN EASY ‘COULD SEREOUSLY 
ALIENATE PUBLIC. OPINION ABROADo HE. THOUGH HC: ‘DEFENSE 
ADVISOR {COLe ROBERT SCOTT}. WHO: HAS READY ACCESS TO 
GOWONs MIGHT BE BEST ‘CHANNEL TO RESEMPHASIZE iOUR ‘CONCERN 
iN WAY WHICH WOULD NOY BE RESENTED« SCOTT HAS ALREADY DONE 
FHIS: PREVIOUSLY {SEE ‘PARA -3)° 
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Zo UKHC AND EMB. ‘BELIEVE. GOWON IN: PARTICULAR TS WELL AWARE 
OF PROBLEM» WHICH VARIOUS CHURCH LEADERS HAVE POINTED OuT 
TO FMGo AND WANTS TO CONTROL’ Ife. STRONG: ICRC PROYEST. To 
FMG' ABOUT BOMBING OF. RED CROSS HOSPYTAL: REPORTED TO CO 
FODAY BY UKHC»s AS FOLLOWS: 
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30 "BOMBING OF MARY SLESSOR HOSPITAL» §TUo ACCOUNT GIVEN. . 
tN BBN AFRICAN SERVICE MORNING SHOW OF 7 FEBo SUBSTANTIALLY 
CONFIRMED BY ICRC REPRESENTATIVE IN BIAFRA IN REPORT SENT 
TO GENEVA LAST WEEKe HOSPITAL» WHICH HAD RED CROSSES ON 
ROOFSs WAS ATTACKED THREE TIMES AT HALF=HOURLY INTERVALS 

BY TWO JET AIRCRAFT ON 23 JANUARY o HOSPITAL BADLY DAMAGED 
AND AT LEAST SIX PEOPLE KILLEDo SOME EXPATRIATE STAFF 

WERE YNJUREDo 


Ao {CRC REPRESENTATIVE HERE HAS PROTESTED IN 
STRONGEST TERMS YO FMG AND IS ‘SEEKING PERMISSION ‘¥O GO TO 
CALABAR TO MAKE REPRESENTATIONS. TO COL. ADEKUNLE® 


Bo "SUPREME HQ HAVE SUGGESTED TO DA THAT NIGERIAN 
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AIR. FORCE PILOTS NOW FLYINGMIGS. MAY HAVE ATTACKED HOSPITAL 
BELIEVING IT TO BE BIAFRAN MZLETARY HQ ‘FOR ABAKALIK? SECTOR: 
AT OBUBRAcTHIS IS ABOUT 60 MILES FROM ITU BUY I FEAR 

NIGERIAN PILOTS» WITH THEIR RELATIVEINEXPERIENCE OF FLYING 
FAST JETS» ARE QUITE CAPABLE OF MAKING NAVIGATIONAL ERROR 

@F. SUCH MAGNITUDE’ MY DoAo HAS NEVERTHELESS IMPRESSED.'ON. | 
SUPREME H@ THE GRAVE DAMAGE’ THES: ATTACK ‘COULD: DO: TO NEGERTIA®S. 
LNERNATIONAL’ REPUTATION: ACR HAS URGED THAT EVERY EFFORT 

BE MADE TO PREVENT: ARECURRENCEo 


€o "SINCE: DRAFTING ABOVE WE: HAVE! HAD FROM ICRC 


7 REPRESENTATIVE ALTERNATIVE ‘EXPLANATION WHICH WAS GIVEN HIM 


BY SECRETARY OF WAR CABINET AFTER LATTER HAD CONVEYED: ICRC 
PROTEST TO GOWONo THIS’ WAS THAT FMG HAD HAD: INTELLIGENCE 
{RADIO INTERCEPTS} THAT HOSPITAL! WAS BEING USED: TO BILLET 
BIAFRAN TROOPSo ICRC ARE ACCORDINGLY BEING ASKED BY FMG 
FO INSTRUCT ‘JAGGI TO ENSURE THAT HOSPITALS IN .BIAFRA 

ARE NOT USED FOR MILITARY PURPOSES® 


Do "WE HAVE NO INDEPENDENT CONFIRMATION OF THIS 
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| STORYs WHICH OF COURSE CONFLICTS WITH EXPLANATION GIVEN TO 
DeAcea AND LOOKS SUSPICIOUSLY LIKE A FACEeSAVING INVENTION 

BY FMGo"% 


4o Eo EMB OFFICERS WILL USE EVERY OPPORTUNITY To IMPRESS 
ON NIGERIAN OFFICIALDOM USG CONCERN OVER BOMBINGS 
HOSPITALS» SCHOOLSs ETCe 
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SUBJU% QUAKER PEACE MISSION 

ie BRITISH HC MESSAGE TO CO FEBs 5 FOLLOWS: 


20 "WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED IN CONFIDENCE OF A FURTHER EFFORT 
AT MEDIATION BETWEEN FMG AND JUKWU BY :ADAM CURLE» AN ENGLISH 
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QUAKERs WHO IS AT PRESENT HEAD OF: THE EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT AT HARVARD UNIVERSITY CURLE VISITED NIGERIA 
BRIEFLY IN MAY LAST YEAR JUST BEFORE OUTBREAK OF CIVIL waR 
AND WAS HERE AGAIN LAST WEEK WHEN HE SAW GENERAL GOWON FOR 
ONE AND A HALF HOURS» CURLE LEFT FOR LONDON ON 4 FERRUARY 
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WITH THE INTENTION OF .GOING TO EASTERN NIGERIA TO SEE 
OUUKWUs CURLE -GAVE NO DETAILS OF HIS TALK. ‘WITH GOWON BUT 
tT WAS -PRESUMABLE SUFFICIENTLY ENCOURAGING. TO WARRANT HTS 
GOING ON TO BIAFRA® 


30 "CURLE WAS ‘ORIGINALLY A DON .AT EXETER UNIVERSITY» 

HE THEN WORKED WITH FORD FOUNDATION IN PAKISTAN AS -A ‘CONS. 
SULTANT ON SOCIAL. WELFARE’ FOLLOWED BY A PERIOD IN ‘GHANA 
AS’ HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION -AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF LONDONe" 


GP4: MATTHEWS 


i - CONFIDENTIAL 


 onecey 


By poy Mies ARA Date _ 


b b LOC A BYOPF 


UTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State 


INDICATE: [] coutect 
(1 CHARGE To 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Classification 


OR OC/IT USE ONLY 


Origin ACTION: Amembassy LAGOS PRIORITY 


Nr 


GFeegs 23 05 


Talos INFO: Amembassy LONDON 


STATE 

1. Increasing number of reports that FMG indiscriminately bombing Eastern 
churches, schools and hospitals being given wide publicity here. Presume similar 
play in segments European press as well, Such reports damaging to FMG and, if \ 
continued, could lead to shifts of opinion toward present conflict in US and mo 
elsewhere. 

2. Recognize sensitivity of FMG on this and related questions, but above reports 
vary sharply from Gowon's repeated statements that war not directed against people 
of East. Thus believe he should be informed of potentially serious damage such 
bombings could create in alienating influential sectors of opinion abroad, 

Believe as well that he should perceive such actions further "Biafran" propaganda 
that conflict is religious war. 

3. HMG likely share our concern. Suggest you therefore explore matter with UK 
V% colleague and consider how best this concern, now heightened by reported presence 
of IL-28's in Makurdi, could be brought to Gowon's attention, Department leaves 
method to your discretion but considers it important that Gowon be under no 


illusions about effects of such reports on external public opinion, 
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LaAGUS 386° = | 
LIBREVILLE 583 


137 


AMEMBASSY .LOME. 154 
RUTAOD/AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 223 


AMEMBASS 3Y PARIS 233 


AMEMBASSY TANANARIVE 34 


AMEMBASSY YAQUNDE. 79° 
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OF NIGERIAN | SITUATION AS VIEWED, FROM PERSPECTIVE OF RECENT: 
CCAM SUMMIT AND CURRENT VISIT GENERAL ANKRAM: TO NIAMEY 


ACCORDING SIDIKOU, BOTH QUUKWU. AND GOWON. HAD. SENT 

| LETTERS. TO OCAM CONFERENCEs GOWGN'S LETTER PROMISED THAT. _ 
FMG MILITARY CAMPATGN AGAINST BIAFRA WOULD CEASE FEBRUARY 15 

| AND THAT HE WOULD THEN SEEK "ROUND#«TABLE DISCUSSIONS." 

ST DIKOU SAID OCAM CHIEFS AGREED HOLD GOWON TO HIS WORD AND 

WOULD MAKE STRONG NEMARCHE PRESUMABLY PUBLICLY IN NAME OF 

-— OCAM IF GOWON DID -NOT FOLLOW THROUGHe SIDIKOU SAID "WE 

CANNOT CONTINUE TO TOLERATE ON AFRICAN SOIL WHAT WE. DO NOT 

_ APPROVE ELSEWHERE"e (COMMENT? NOT CLEAR WHO WOULD SIT AT 
GOWON'S ROUND TABLE IN ADDITION TO HIMSELF )a 


DIORI ‘SAID -ANKRAH HAD GOT NOWHERE IN HIs. ATTEMPT CONTACT 
OJUKWU AL THOUGH HE STILL. TRYING THROUGH "CONNECTIONS: UN: EUROPE" o 
i ALTHOUGH PESSIMISTIC ANYTHING WOULD COME: OF EITHER ATTEMPT» 


PAGE. 3 RUFNCR 1125MM c.0 W el IDENT I AL 
H DIORI SAID AHIDUO ALSO TRYING EMPLOY HIs: GOOD. OFFICES WITH 
_BIAFRANSe DORI STATED BOTH HE AND. AHIDJO EXTREMELY’ TROUBLED 


a BY POSS{BLE FUTURE NECESSITY DEALING WITH SIX SEPARATE 
oo.) PROVINCIAL AOMINISTRATIONS IN NORTHERN NIGERIA. WHEREAS. PRE 
VOUSLY "WE COULD HANDLE ALL OUR DEALINGS: WITH: THE NORTH: 

THROUGH KANO: OR KADUNA"™+ (NIGER HAS CONSULATE IN KANO } 


| 

ACCORDING SIDIKOU, OCAM IS COUNTING ON NYERE RE/HOUPHOUET | 

CONVERSATIONS IN ABIDJAN LATER THIS MONTH AS STILL: ANOTHER. 

oO _ SOURCE OF POSSIBLY USEFUL INITIATIVES TQ: BRING: NIGERIAN. 
HOSTILITIES TO. AN ENDe 
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fe ‘REUTERS FEBe 3 REPORTS. ‘FROM WEST ‘BERLIN THAT: ‘DR FRANCES: 


: AKANU: IBIAM HAS+APPEALED: To: CHRISTIAN: ‘CHURCHES © ‘FOR MORAL: AND: 


FINANCIAL. SUPPORT FOR’ FELLOW: GHRISTIANS::EN "BLAFRA"s / TOLD 
PRESS: CONFERENCE..IN BERLIN: MB LAFRAN" jSOLDIERS::BEING FED. BY. 
POPULATION AND- RECEIVING: No: RAY ® :REUTERS: REPORTS: THAT : IBLAM 
PLANS: GO: VOxSTUTTGART: FEB# -4 AND’ TOUSWITZERLAND: AND ‘US: LATER 
MONTEIS¢ - 
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SUBJ: Weekend Press Summary 


| 
~ 
1. Washington Post has Astrachan stories Feb 4 and 5, editorial Feb 5. INN | 
Sunday Astrachan says only 5 or 6 of three dozen or so factories : 

operating in Biafra, including soft drink plant, brewery, textile plant Q 
and cigarette factory. Last is largest private employer with 521 

workers producing 60 million cigarettes per month, less than half 

prewar figure. Workers get 80 percent normal pay for 50 percent shift. 

Other plants shut down for lack imported raw materials. Economy seen 


grinding to halt at all levels, but one gets no impression real austerity, 


real sufferingj real inability support war. Ordinary people have plenty 


\%, yams, cassava, greens after two good crop years. Poultry, pork avail- 
; % able though man in street ordinarily eats little meat and in bush less 
*e so. Salt problem for few months but Biafra now operating own salt 
factory. Many people have returned to farms under extended family va 


system. Biafra has plenty vehicles, once had 60 to 75 percent federation's 
transport. Tires, batteries among few real problems. Ojukwu said 


refinery not rpt not working since hit in December bombing raids, but 
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Biafra has enough gas, diesel fuel in storage keep going a year. Other sources 


said refinery really working, but govt wants keep Lagos in doubt. Trains 
running on Enugu coal taken from mines before town fell. On foreign evenness 
Nigeria may be worse off than Biafra. FMG reserves now down to 98 million 
dollars, less than half June 30 and 37 percent what they were Jan 31, 1967. 
FMG buying more sophisticated Weapons and consumer goods than Biafra. 

2. On currency exchange, Biafra pulled in most of 53 million pounds in 
circulation by January 10, individuals given bank credits or govt receipts, 
used only coins for money for three weeks. New Biafran notes and postage 
stamps made in Switzerland distributed Jan 29. Govt giving only 20 pounds 

at time to individuals, something more to companies, to control inflation 

and give govt benefit of what is in effect forced loan. 

3. Astrachan Feb 5 says Ojukwu told reporter he would welcome US intervention 
QTE bring this futile fighting to an end UNQTE Officially USG nonintervention- 
ist but supports Lagos determination keep Nigeria one. Emb officials Lagos 


of two minds whom support and how much prior May 30 secession and again July. 


America's inactive role in xz part response to diplomats who warned Biafra p 
might survive and should not be discouraged. CIA rumored pro-Biafra. One 

CIA agent keeps close touch American crews who fly Super Constellations from 

Lisbon. Some crew members on leave from Airlift International of Miami, 

carrier that does lot of US defense-related business and suspected having CIA 

connections. Portugal giving vital help by transit rights for six Constellations 


| and at least 3 other planes with predominantly Rhodesian crews. Ojukwu has no _| 
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apologies use Portuguese and Rhodesian help, feels he needs every bit he can 
get. Of African countries, Tanzania has given him most sympathy so far. 
France may yet do most for Biafra. SAFRAP asked pay royalties to Umuahia 
rather than Lagos. Faulques-reported have discussed aid with Foccart, de Gaulle 
aide who combines African trouble shooting with intelligence work. But Ojukwu 
said at press conference British might yet retain influence. I was brought 
up in Britain. They know so well how to make amends. 

4. Post editorial Feb 4 calls on Nigeria ease of military campaign, accept 
cease fire and enter negotiations to save itself wm uncountable cost and 
suffering and earn respect decent men everywhere. Prompt and sincere return 
to diplomacy should suffice determine whether Biafra willing relinquish 
sovereignty. While Nigeria public statements on treatment Ibos reassuring, 
govt has been unable prevent soldiers and civilian supporters from wreaking 
terrible vengeance. Moreover Nigerian airforce equipped Soviet jets and 
Egyptian pilots have been bombing schools and hospitals as well as other 
targets Biafra. Biafra feels it must fight on or perish. Nigeria could 


forestall such self-defeating choice by adopting policy magnanimity. Largest 


4 


SS 


and potentially greatest nation of black Africa can never fulfill destiny by 
pressing relentless war against part of itself. 


5. Garrison in Feb 4 NY Times interviews Dick Tiger in Biafran uniform in 


Sea SP et nay asian nee eect mee en. 


Port Harcourt. QTE I know this really a forgotten war as far as rest of world 
concerned. Nobody really cares about Africa, nobody in America understands. 


z= If we don*t fight back, if we don't protect our rights, it will be - what's . | 
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the word - genocide, like they did to the Jews. They're out to kill us all. 

I used to believe in Nigeria. I invested lot of my money in Lagos. I've got 
two apartment houses and real estate there that cost me $103,000. They say 
it's all gone. Requisitioned. Lagos radio says I'm a traitor. Imagine after 
killing 30,000 of us. Where did they want us to go? UNQTE Not always this 
way, says Ssmax Garrison. Only four years ago Tiger fought only title defense 
in Nigeria, third and last bout with Gene Fullmer who so badly mauled his | 
seconds ficay a towel at end of sixth. Liberty Stadium Ibadan was pandemonium, 
politicians fighting get picture taken with hero. Such front page pictures 
with Tiger most potent political juju since introduction stuffed ballot box 

in Nigeria. For one hot steamy night in Ibadan Tiger was Nigeria, symbol of 
unity, embodiment nation's pride. Now he traitor to one side, talks of 
Abigail and seven children and how Owerri dive bombed other day twanty miles 
from his home of Amaigbo. QTE They got the girl's convent UNQTE said Tiger 
blankly as if it all incomprehensible. Would like fight in another two months, 
didn't know who or where but thought army would let him off. He doing troop 


training, physical exercises, obstacle course, running with troops, in good 


ar 


shape. Would he see combat? QTE If I am needed, he shrugged, I don't mind UNQTE 
| END 
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a Amconsul IBADAN 
Amconsul KADUNA 
STATE 
1. Following statement issued by Dept spokesman at noon briefing,Feb 5: 
QTE We've been concerned with a number of insinuations recently alleging 


wsxs US support of the Biafra regime. I wish to make very clear that the 


US continues to recognize the FMG as the only legal govt in Nigeria. We 


+ 
ie 
= 
Q 
\ 
N 
® 


do not recognize Biafra nor, so far as we know, does any other govt in 
the world. We have, from the outset of the Nigerian crisis, regarded it 
as an internal conflict which, in the last analysis, only the Nigerians 
themselves can resolve. At the same time, we had hoped that the 


conflict would xakk yield a peaceful solution which would spare all 


gaia 


\3 


a 


% Nigerians from further tragic loss of life. The private actions of a 
a few American citizens over which we have no control should in no way be 
= construed as an indication of USG support for an unrecognized regime. 
The USG has in no way encouraged, supported, or otherwise been involved 
in this rebellion UNQTE 

cs 2. No questions were asked on the foregoing. FYI Above statement 
| intended counter recent spate news stories from visitors to Biafra and 
| 5 ‘Biafran radio insinuation of US support. END Fx RUSK: J 
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SUBJECT STEP*UP IN FMG PROSECUTION OF War 
fe COMMISSIONER INFO ENAHORO ANNOUNCED AT PRESS. CONFERENCE 
NOON FEB 3 THAT FEDERAL TROOPS HAVE CAPTURED O41 RIVER aril 
STATION APPROMIMATELY 34 MILES SQuUTHWESY OF EMNUGUs CAPITAL: 


FORMER EASTERN REGION: POWER STATION Is REY INSTALLATION | 
SUPPLYING: ELECTRICITY ‘GOR MOST GF CENTRAL: AND. NORTHERN Fart 
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OF PRESENT EAST CENTRAL. STATE*® ENAHORO ALSO: ANNOUNCED 3¢ 
POWS TAKEN. THIS ENGAGEMENT: 


PAGE 2 RUDSLC 5418G UNCLAS. 

Po ai 20 IN ANNOUNCING CAPTURE: SMALL. VILLAGE NAMED. ITIKUs ENAHORO: 
SAID. SIGNIFICANT: THING WAS. THIS | FIRST TIME. THERE: HAS: BEEN: 
SURRENDERON ‘GROUP BASIS». WITH: REBELS FLYING WHITE: 
SURRENDERFLAGe 


- Be ENAHORO. DISTRIBUTED PLASTIC COINS (SHILLINGS. AN. PENCE) -. 
WHICH. HE: SAIDBIAFRANS. USING AS: CURRENCY 


aise HE avSotsTRuTEo FOR INSPECTION BY CORRESPONDENTS: 
PERSONAL? "EFFECTS: THREE. MERCENARIES (BELGIANs GERMAN». ITALTANY 
a ; INCLUDING: PASSPORTS». PHOTOGRAPHSe CORRESPONDENTS. FOLIND: THIS 
. .. CONVINCING EVIDENCE BIAFRANS USING MERCS* (THESE: THREE REw. 
Lo lati, PORTE: KILLED IN ACTION NEAR DUNLOP. PLANTATION NORTH. OF. 
is Cy aa CALABAR ® 


: Se VOA FILLING FULL REPORT ON PRESS CONFERENCE® 
Ge COMMENT: PRESS CONFERENCE: CAPS A WEEK OF: REPORTED. FMG 
MILITARY SUCCESSES, WHICH SHOULDGIVE a-FILLIP TO: FEDERAL: 


MORALE AFTER: APPARENT: LACK. OF ACTION IN PAST WEEKS2. 
MATHEWS. 
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-. Following summary Garrison article NYTimes 3 Feb, Nigerian 
rebels have support of Eastern minorities, despite earlier FMG dS 
predictions of minority tribe uprisings against Ibos, even with a 
arrival FMG troops Calabar, Bonny, and promises of minority 
states in East. Minorities cite massacre of non=Ibo Easterners W 
in North 1966, FMG looting and atrocities in liberated areas, 

fair representation in Biafran Government, Most important reason 
baffling FMG decision bomb non-Ibo population centers, Because 


number of mission=run schools, churches, hospitals bombed, 


minorities believe QTE Northern, Moslem-dominated federal army 


\e waging religious war to convert all Eastern Christians by sword, 
si 
tig UNQTE., One missionary believes missions hit because most con- 


spicuous buildings, but director Mary Slessor Hospital stated it 
must have been deliberate as hospital on hill with four ten-foot . 
wide Red Crosses painted on white roofs and two MIG's doing 
bombing swooped very low. Director believes bombing possibly 
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publication, Biafran officials taped FMG broadcast Kaduna 
announcing Christmas. Eve destruction of Roman Catholic Gathertral 
Owerri. \ Four girls under 11 years killed Owerri. Approximately 
300 foreign missionaries left in Biafra, about 250 Catholic mostly 
Irish but sprinkling of Americans, Very few reported desire to 


evacuate, A few wounded, some while ministering to troops on 


front, but none killed, END. 
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Following. summary Garrison article NYTimes 2 February. 


= 
< 
Outcome of war may well be decided on Bonny Island, where Q 
FMG troops still pinned down despite claims major advances DS 
and reports of penetration Port H suburbs. East continues G 
control two most precious prizes of war: oil refinery and 
PH airport. Chartered connies piloted by. Americans x# land 
almost every night from Lisbon with arms and ammo. Fee per 
flight $22,000. Planes return empty except for occasional 
Biafran envoy, soldiers, badly wounded European mercs. 
Despite repeated raids not even airport control tower hit. 
Bombing destroyed 2 storage tanks, but :refinery still in 
operation. Control of Biafra's oil wealth seen by 
% secessionists as important factor behind UK and USSR. 
involvement with FMG. UK has supplied arms, ammo, mil 
advisers, $28 million loan. USSR patrol boats, MIG 
fighters, military transports. PH now fortress city. Creeks, 
mangrove swamps impassable. Only means taking PH from 


—— Bonny is via water channel but mine fields laid and concrete__| 
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bunkers, gun emplacements line banks. Biafra not in position 
to win and Ojukwu views war as holding action until FMG tires 
of cost. To Ojukwu and many advisers war will end when 
foreign involvement ends. Mbanefo says QTE War would be over 
tomorrow if Britain decided to stop supplying Lagos UNQTE. 
Biafra little success in getting foreign assistance. Some 
African countries extend sympathy but not recognition. Portugal 
permits planes, war materiel pass through Lisbon to PH, but 
has not provided foreign currency credits according reliable 
sources. About 45 mercs under Faulques training recruits and 
fighting near Calabar, but departing due lack of equipment. 
Among mercs remaining is QTE American of Puerto Rican descent 
who calls himself Johnny. UNQTE. He believed have led company 
rebel troops in November Onitsha battle. Biafrans believe 
as long FMG receives financial and military support of UK, 


USSR, money will remain biggest problem. 
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1. Following summary Astrachan artié#le Washington Post 31 January: Ojukwu said 


Sunday he wants peace but preparing for 3 years of combat. These sentiments S 
evident during nearly 700 miles of travel through 8 Biafran centers. After 
6.months of war Biafran mobilization headed by these measures: 1) Use of white \) 
mercs on each side, which both sides denied until Ojukwn's guarded admission | 
Sunday, 2) Barrage of words about FMG intentions of genocide. Propaganda stems 
from slaughter 30,000 Ibos in North and reinforced by. fact Nigerian planes 
supplied mestly by USSR and piloted mostly by Egyptians have bombed name er of 
schools. and hospitals in Biafra. 3) Control verging on repression of political 

4, and tribal discontent lest small nunber of. dissenters corrode high morale of 

e majority of Biafrans. }) Rapid issne of new currency said to equal $18.) 

\ million, Biafra got out own new currency with more speed and less trouble than 
Lagos reported for itself, while converting sizeable amounts of Nigerian notes 
into foreign currencies before Lagos deadline, 5) Increasing economic self- 
sufficiency. Despite trickle of imports Biafra ean supply own clothing food and 
oil (if can keep Port Harcourt refinery operating). QTE People's resistance 

)) | jin face of catastrophe in modern sector of economy is astonishing UNQTE. 
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[ oguicwn said can continue 3 to more years QTE if nothing drastic happens UMITE, of 
apparently meaning major FMG escalation with increased foreign helpe Though he under- | 
scored military problems and determination, gave considerable emphasis to Biafran . 
interest in peacee Biafra has generally sounded more interested than Nigeria in 
opportunities for talks, Because Lagos took military initiative to preserve territorial 
integrity it must assert need for military solution if Biafra refuses its terms for 
negotiations. Biafra can put peace first and self-defense second in its statements, 
though usually insists on Biafran sovereignty. Lagos expressed readiness for talks 
only with. someone other than Ojulan and only if secession renounced. Gowon dropped 
demand for deposition of Ojukwu with OAU mission but revived it January Se . Sunday Ojukwu 
stated clearly interest in peace but equivocal on sovereignty, QTE We started the crisis 
believing in peace, Only answer can be by negotiation and settlement. We sought bee 
tection of our lives and. property. So far their posture ia that we have no. right, to it. 
As soon as they are prepared. even to discuss this we can. talk, UNITE. -Asked if question 
of sovereignty could be put aside, Ojuiam seid, QTE T believe sovereignty in the 
absolute is essential to give us the form of protection we requires UNQTE. When 
pressed on whether ad hoc approach ignoring sovereignty issue possible, Ojulwu said QrE 
One cannot decide at this point. It would be process over many years. UNQTE. ‘Several 
newsmen interpreted this. as meaning compromise ‘on sovereignty or agreement to ignore it. 
possible. Others felt it only reflected interest in future eecunals ties with rump . 
Nigeria. _oguiora later told TV. interviewers QTE There can be no compromise on 
sovereignty. UMQTE. . oy ; 
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[2. Following summary Astrachan article Washington Post 1 February. ‘wo papal envoys | 
and French mere agree civil war could go out of control and result in extremes of 
atrocities and general maggacre. Ojulona said only FMG employs mercs in organized force, 
but admitted Biafra has a number of meres including Britons, French, and that he has 
been in touch with Faulques. Implied Biafra had insufficient funds to hire as many as 
would like. According reports verified Lagos and London 30 mercs ineluding technical 
military advisers with FM} end John Peters reliably believed ready to provide large 
group English-speaking merce if March 31 deadline not achieved, Approximately 35 French 
merce live Shell. BP compound and believed intended for attack Bonny and defense Port H. 
Port H vital but its fell would not completely isolate Biafra because new runway capable 
of jets being constructed somewhere south of Onitsha on converted highway. Nigerian 
planes bonbed refinery but mystery why unable to destroy it, make airport unusable or 
intercept prop planes entering Biafra by nighto Implies MIG. pilots fear night fighting 
and have no equipment for it. MiGs destroyed considerable part Mary Slessor Hospital 
IW of Calabar during two raids killing 5, Schools closed since July, Biefran troops 

~~ {fed some civilians during Mid-West occupation but Feds killed at least 5000 in Mid 
West (2000 or more at Asaba where 700 Ibo men shot in one massacre) and at least 1000 
in Calabar. These figures confirmed in. Lagos. Lagos reports put FMG army at 75,000 
men, Biafrans claim 30,000 in army and approximately same ‘number in militia, Oniteha 
entirely in Biafran hands, FM foree crossing Niger from north divided, one colum is 
moving halfway Nsukka to Oniteha. Other moving southeast to cut off Biafran movements — 
toward Enaguy, which now held by Nigerian troops in daytime while Biafrans patrol seme 
streets at nights , Fighting between Noukka and Onitsha may be heaviest inwar, FM 
unable seal Cameroon border » a8 travelers report passage difficult but not inponstbls 
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a —— = Garrison 
1. Following summary/article 31 January NY Times. Ojukwu called for cease- 
fire and unconditional negotiations to end war at news conference Sunday 
in Umuahia including more than 20 American and European journalists who 
landed in aakiiees Friday at Port Harcourt, Ojukwu candid, conceding 
mercs present and that he Looking for more, conceding blockade had hurt 
economy and that reserves running short. Just after press conference MIGs 


would 
bombed homes in suburbs. Ojukwu stressed he joouixk welcome outside mediation 


IL 80/ 


QTE by any impartial body UNQTE such as OAU, Commonwealth Secretariat, 
suggested Britain might still play role as QTE honest broker UNQTE. FMG 
+ dominated by North has repeatedly asserted sole aim of war to crush Ojukwu 
% and clique and reintegrate Ibos and other minority tribes with rest of 
“6 federation, but Ibos skeptical of sincerity assurances toward Ibo £ 
civilians. Most Ibos view war as act of genocide amd impression reinforced 
by reported bombing of schools and hospitals almost daily and reports of 
indiscriminate slaying of Ibos during FMG advances. Ojukwu claimed QTE 
Seger teats see the absolute UNQTE essential to protect region from QTE 
Saeeces UNQTE, but when pressed on whether some aspects of sovereignty 


negotiable, he left impression there was room for give and take, saying 


-QTE these pseudopolitical words like sovereignty tend to confuse the matter, | 
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eS eas you go into negotiations what you carry in your bag must be yours to start ~] 
with, A lot depends on spirit of negotiations, their timing and confidence you 
have in other party. UNQTE Observers in Umahia doubted Lagos would be responsive 
to Ojukwu's call for talks without preconditions. Despite fact fighting defensive 
war on four fronts, Biafra seems to be holding its own and FMG claims to enter 
Port Harcourt suburbs last week proved false. Despite Ojukwu talk of military 
weakness, he insisted determined to fight to end if negotiated solution not forth- 
coming. Said he needed arms, equipment, ammo, but money most important. Fact 
Biafra completed conversion to new currency in only three days indicates public 
support for regime and war. Ojukwu as accused FMG of employing QTE army of mercs, 
UNQTE including mostly British, S. Africans, Muslim Africans. Admitted employing 
Faulques but said 45-man Faulques group being phased aA ewcuene of money but QTE 
for other reasons UNQTE. This confirmed at PH where most mercs in Shell1-BP 
compound waiting for plane to return to Europe, According to spokesman, they had 
been promised heavy arms that had never arrived. 

Following 


2) RUXKNMENE summary Garrison article NY Times one Feb. War troubles recede in 


Eastern Region on Saturday night, the time for going to open-air dance halls. But 


evidence of war just around corner, where houses gutted in air raid three weeks 


ago. One half mile away lay ruins of Aba textile mill, also sx said to have been 


destroyed by Russian and British jets recently supplied to Nigerian air force for 
war against secessionists. Britian and USSR have backed effort by FMG to keep 
Nigeria united, contending any secessionist movement in Africa can only lead to 


Balkanization of continent. Britain is the major source of arms and ammo for 
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ae forces. US has remained officially neutral. To most Ibos true aim of ~ | 

war genocide. Despite odds they feel no alternative but fight on. Biafran army 
has requisitioned trucks and taxis, paying owners for each day vehicles used. 
Many high sskwk school girls have volunteered for Red Cross or militia, where they 
stand out at roadblocks in form-fitting Khaki ioe and QTE long live Biafra 
KHRXEK T-shirts UNQTE. Biafra's TV transmitters have survived bombing. Because of 
blockade old American movies being reshown. News casts and patriotic programs 

poetry 

frequently open with brief recitation of Irish revolutionary pegkRy and close with 
song We Shall Overcome. Biafran Sun shortened by scarcity of newsprint exhorts 
farmers produce more yams and rice. Prices of both lower than before war. 
Canned milk, sugar, a salt, corned beef still obtainable from smugglers who run 
ua naval blockade by canoe from Fernando Po, but cost doubled. Foreign newsmen 
frequently khexxg besieged by sadidente eacking assurance outside world has not 


forgotten 
i eed . . * . 
‘€6eHBEKEKH them and expressing determination fight on. 
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AND: EUROPEAN CORRESPONDENTS HAD BEEN FLOWN IN FROM EUROPE's 
THAT THEY RETURNED TO LISBON JANUARY 380 


20° OJUKWU ACKNOWLEDGED: PRESENCE OF "SMALL: NUMBER OF EUROPEANS 
tN BIAFRA°S ARMED FORCES BUT» CHIEFLY FOR FINANCIAL REASONS» 
BIAFRA HAD NOT SUCCEEDED IN RECRUITING AN ORGANIZED FORCE 

OF MERCENARIES". FOREIGNERS FELL: INTO THREE CATEGORIES: ~ 
TECHNICIANS WHO CAME FOR THREE OR FOUR WEEKS TO FAMILIARIZE 
SOLDIERS WITH NEW EQUIPMENTs FEW WHO LIVE: IN “BIAFRA*® AND 
HAVE VOLUNTEERED THEIR SERVICES» AD FEW WHO HAVE COME ° 
N!BIAFRA BELIEVING IN OUR CAUSE"o THERE IS SMALL. NUnEER aE 
FRENCHMEN WITH ARMED FORCES» NOT. THIRTY AS REPORTED. SUT 
MAJORITY ARE ENGLISH.» NUMBER OF FOREIGNERS ON “BIAFRAN* 
SIDE “NOTHING TO’ COMPARE: WITH: VAST ARMY OF: MERCENARIES 
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STATES: HE: ‘SAID HE: BELIEVED SOVEREIGNTY WAS ‘NECESSARY: FOR 
BIAFRA: BUT A LOT WOULD’ DEPEND ON’ THE: SPIRIT OF’ NEGOTIATIONS 
AND! THEIR TIMING" 


So REUTERS ADDS. THAT OUUKWU: ADMITTED NIGERIA®S BLOCKADE: 
HITTING: "BIAFRA™ HARDe HE’ SAID THAT: AL THOUGH OTL ‘CONCESSTONS 
OF SHELL/BP: WERE STILL: VALID HE COULD NOT SAY WHAT’ WOULD 
HAPPEN IF: ‘PRESENT BRITISH POLICY CONTINUED. WEN ANY: CASE: 
QTHER FOREIGN INVESTORS WISHING TO: TAKE OUT OTL’ LEASES 

{N BIAFRA WOULD: BE WELCOMED" > 
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fo “RADIO BIAFRA" AS MONITORED BY FBIS SAYS JOINT MEETING 
COUNCIL OF CHIEFS AND ELDERS AND CONSULTATIVE. ASSEMBLY HELD 
JANUARY 272° OJUKWU TOLD MEETING THAT “BIAFRA" IS=STILL! PRE= | 
RARED TO NEGOTIATE PEACE: WITH: NIGERIA ‘UNDER AUSPICES: OF. ‘COMMONS. 
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WAR OF SURVIVAL" JOINT MEETING CONGRATULATED: "HEAD OF STATE" 
ON INTRODUCING NEW CURRENCY AND STAMPS, CONDEMNED ANGLO-SOVIET 
INVOLVEMENT IN WAR AND REASSURED OJUKWU OF UNYIELDING ‘SUPPORT 
OF ALL: "BIAFRANS"s ALSO URGED OJUKWU "TO CONTINUE TO SEEK: 
PEACEFUL: SOLUTION TO. CRISIS: WHICH WILL: GUARANTEE TO BIAFRANS 
RIGHT TO DETERMINE THEIR OWN POLITICAL’ AND ECONOMIC DESTINY". 
ASSEMBLY REGRETTED THAT ACTION HAD. NOT BEEN TAKEN IN ACCOR- 
DANCE WITH RESOLUTION OF LAST OCTOBER TO PROMOTE OJUKWU: 
TO RANK FULL’ GENERAL AND URGED ARMY COUNCIL: ADHERE TO WISH 
7 OF ASSEMBLYe ON SAME DAY OJUKWU ANNOUNCED PROMOTION OF BRIG 
PHILIP EFIONG AND 8RIG ALEXANDER MADIEBE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
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EMPHASIZED “FACT. THAT BIAFRA. HAS OFTEN REPEATED THAT WE ARE 
LOOKING FOR NOTHING MORE THAN NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF PRESENT 
8LOODY CONFLICT» WE AE PREPARED TO STATE OUR CASE BEFORE ANY 
IMPARTIAL - BODY CONFIDENT THAT OUR CASE AND ‘CAUSE: ARE: JUST. 

HOPED CORRESPONDENTS WOULD MAKE CLEAR TO WORLD THAT-THIS: NOT 
MERELY STRUGGLE OF “AN INDIVIDUAL AND A FEW OTHERS" 
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CHIEFS AND ELDERS &ND CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
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SUBJ! UNMARKED AIRCRAFT DAKAR AND SAO ‘TOME 


REF+ LUANDA 393. 


fe USDAO PRETORIA ‘PASSED. ON ‘To US FOLLOWING ‘OBSERVATIONS 
BERING: STOPOVER JAN 27° ENROUTE: LiSBON TO RSA « 


Bo JAN 25 AT AIRPORT DAKARs SENEGAL» ‘ONE CONSTELLATION, 
ORANGE’ AND WHITEs A PHOTOAIRCRAFT,s MARKINGS "SAR" (WHICH!HE: 


ALSO SAW: AT YOF LAST NOV 18 AND 19% AND WHITE: CONSTELLATION WITH 


BLUE STRIPE’ MARKED "GUWAARBD®«" BOTH GTHERHISE UNMARKED = AND 
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ie Be JAN 26 ee SAO’ ‘TOME ISLAND: ‘Rie Oe SAW TWO SUPER. G ‘CONSTELLA- 
TIONS ON PARKING APRONs SALAZAR AIRPORTs (4) WHITE AND BLUE | 
WITH MARKINGS "5T#TMC" (ONE ENGINE APPEARED: DAMAGED BY FIRE) # 
i 1B} WHITE. AND BLUE WITH WIDE STRIPE BELOW WINDOW LINE» MARKINGS 
} NSTeTAF" (#3 ENGINE SHOWED HEAVY TFLOSS)* BOTH OTHERWESE. 
| UNMARKED « 
Loos) we “PORTUGUESE | AIR FORCE: COMMANDER TO TOME CUAIMED THESE. 
: TWO AIRCRAFT ARRIVED 26. JAN FROM MAURITIUS TSLANDs AND: 
I: THAT HE KNEW NOTHING” ‘CONCERNING THEIR DESTINATION OR WHEREABOUTS 
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SUBJECT: Arms Aid to Biafra 


Following text, unnecessary words omitted, AP article Baltimore Sun, 27 January 


ere 


ZIOI- 


from Portugal to Nigeria's secessionist state of Biafra were revealed here 
today. Personnel involved in clandestine airlift between Lisbon and Port 
Harcourt told of the operation in connection with the flight of planeload of 
foreign newsmen into that beleaguered African territory. The newsmen being 
flown to Biafra under auspices Hollywood public relations firm representing 
Biafran Government of Ojukwu. Objective, as explained by trip's organizer, 


Nae Robert Goldstein, to present Biafran side of story in attempt to obtain 


Ve public sympathy and aid. But it has also served to confirm persistent specu- 
lation of what could be considered Portugal's indirect assistance to Biafran 
rebels, despite official denials that it was in any way involved. Portugal 
permits two separate groups operate airlifts of cupped from Lisbon to Port 
Harcourt, according to personnel involved. A number of four-engine Constella- 
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tions make refueling stops in Guinea and Sao Tome Island on way between the 
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[two points. Plane crews, which include number of Amexicans, Rhodesians and | 
| Frenchmen based here. One group made up primarily of Americans who have lived in 

Europe for a number of years. Others are on leave from airlines in US. They have 
three planes and often make about four flights a week to Dore Heneourt. Other group 
operates with undetermined sane’ of aircraft and is reportedly composed primarily 
of Rhodesians, with some French. BYOXXEMKEX Cargo is loaded at Lisbon International 
Airport and France is said to be a big supplier, but this was impossible to confirm. 
Goldstein said Biafra owed him "a sectiee amount." He added this was first foreign 
account his firm had handied..; Tt usually handled American film actors. One of 
American crew members said they were paid in Portuguese escudos, which they converted 
.to US dollars here. Refused to say who aid actual paying, or what salaries were, 
although tiateared pay good, END TEXT, 
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“RUSSELS FOR. BUSEC 
PuBvEC Ty: Gla: ONS TDER ING COMPULSORY ARBITRATION DECREE 


je COMMESSIONER FOR INFORMATION AND LABOR ENAHORO INVITED 
NATLONAL: LABOR ‘CENTERS TO SEND TWO TOP REPRESENTATIVES EACH 
TO LUNCHEON AT ‘BRISTOL HOTEL JANUARY 22 (DATE OF. INVITATION 
WAS JANUARY 19)¢ FOLLOWING ATTENDED: (A) FOR. MINLABORe~ 
PERMSEC KQKUs DIRECTOR..OF LABOR: ADEKOYAs (B). FORULGe- | 
GENSEC ‘CHIEF ADELEKEs (.C) FOR NTUC--PRESIDENT GOODLUCKs 


(D) FOR NWC+-GENSEC ZHUKWURAS “ASSISTANT ENIGBOKANS 1E) FoR 
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LABOR UNETY. FRONT «CHAIRMAN ISHOLA, GENSEC ODULEYES 


“Bo. ENAHORC | SAAS rave GISTURBED OVER RECENT ENCREASE “TN | 
‘STRIKES» /STRIKE ‘THREATS AnD INDUSTRIAL. UNREST HE RECALLED 
THAT "YQUR COLLEAGUES: ‘ON THE LABOR ADVISORY COUNCIL" SOMETIME 
“AGO RECOMMENDED ‘COMPULSORY: ‘ARBITRATION | IN INDUSTRAL DISPUTES. 


HE SAID ‘ACCORDINGLY FMG PROPOSED ENACT DECREE REQUIRING 
COMPULSORY ARBITRATION IN INDUSTRIAL DISPUTESe HOWEVER HE 
FIRST. WISHED To SOLICIT VIEWS OF ASSEMBLED TRADE UNION LEADERSe 


30 ADEVEKE APPARENTLY FAILED MAKE TELLING POINTS ‘AGAINST 


' SUCH ‘A DECREE» HE DID ‘NOT POINT OUT THAT PRACTICALLY Neat 


INSTANCES ‘OF RECENT UNREST WERE OF NTUC MAKINGs. INSTEAD: 
STRESSED “NEGATIVE ATTITUpE"™ OF EMPLOYERS AS CAUSE OF PaaSLen. 


HE ALSO INDICATED ULC ‘WOULD GO ALONG WITH SUCH A DECREE WPRO- 
VIDED - IT APPLFED ‘EQUALLY 70 BOTH SIDES" ‘HEADDED. THE- ‘DECE EE 
‘SHOULD “NOT OUTLAW STRIKES ALTOGETHER» | BUT "ONLY UNTIL AF ‘ER 
‘ARBITRATION. (WHATEVER THaT MEANS)» AND SHOULD LAST ONLY ‘FOR 
‘DURATION ‘OF ‘CRISIS. 


4o -NWC. ‘AND LUF: REPS VOICED SUBSTANTIALLY | SIMILAR SENTIMENTS + 


‘GOODLUCK ‘FOR NTUC NOT: ‘(ONLY WARMLY WELCOMED PROPOSED DECREE» 
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OT ASKED! "WHY [NOT A (DECREE ‘COMPELLING TRADE UN'ITON. UNITY?" 


‘Se ENAHORO PROBABLY ‘CALLED ‘MEETING ‘TO GAUGE EXTENT ‘OF POTENTTAL- 
OPPOSTTION ‘TO THE ‘DECREE TO. BE EXPECTED FROM LABOR LEADER'S’: 
“THE. LATTER» “AS USUALs PERWITTED. ‘THEMSELVES LUXURY > Or TAKING 

“OF F< “THE =CUFF POSITIONS. ON A. ‘PROPOSAL ‘OF . THIS. GRAITYs. ; 
CWITHOUT:, “CONSULTING THEIR RESPECTIVE EXECUTIVES: ‘OR EVEN 

“AMONG ° THEMSELVES « 


“60 HAVING ‘SATISIFIED, HIMSELF. THAT FMG COULD EXPECT HEN TMAL 


OPPOSITION.FROM NATIONAL. CENTERS» ENA'HORO.- OLE QWE: 
JANUARY: “25TH WITH PRESS | CONFERENCE STATEMENT EXPRESSING FUG 


"GRAVE: ‘CONCERN | AT. RAMPANT STRIKE. ‘ACTION TNDUSTRIAL DISPUTES, 


<n TRADE UNION PROBLEMS +n 
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?« “ASKED ABOUT SUGGESTIOnes THAT STRIKE ACTIONS BY WORKERS 
WOULD BE MAvé setevAL DURING THE PERIOD OF NATIONAL EMERGENCY", 
THE MORNING Pont .. JANUARY 26 REPORTS, "CHIEF ENAHORO REPLIED 
THAT HE -WAS PREPARED TO GIVECONSIDERATION TO ANY SUGGESTION 
FROM ANY QUARTER.» HE NOTEH THAT STRIKE ACTIONS WERE BECOMING 
RATHER FREQUENT IN RECENT MONTHS AND ADDED: "THIS HAS BEEN 
EXERCISING MY MIND TOO MUCH?" s ENAHORO. SAID HE PLANNED TO 
CONSULT EMPLOYER ORGANIZATIONS FOR THEIR VIEWS. 


EASE 4 RUTALS 6291CC CO y 


vy F I D.E.N TT AL LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
COMMENT: THUS EXERCISE, TAKEN IN CONJUNCTION WITH..A. 
STATEMe ENT" IN IBADAN BY MTL “GOV ADEBAYO JANUARY 24TH TO THE 


EFFECT © 


THAT? "ANY STRIKE ACTION NOW FROM ANY SECTION OF. THE 
NIGERIAN: COMMUNITY WILL NoT ONLY BE IRRESPONSIBLE BUT WILL - ~ 
CONSTITUTE AN ACT OF SABOTAGE"» MAY BE AN- INDICATION OF IN- 
CREASING. FMG NERVOUSNESS VER POSSIBILITY: OF SERIOUS LABOR 
UNRESTe ‘FMG MAY BE OVERRE aCT:INGsHOWEVER, SINCE IN VIEW MOST 
OBSERVERS ‘SITUATION DOES. NOT APPEAR SO SERIOUS AT THIS TIME. 


Jo ULC UNIONS, WITH FEW EyCEPTIONS HAVE NOT BEEN PARTICULARLY 
ACTIVE DURING CRISIS: ‘BOT ADEBOAL- AND .ADELEKE HAVE FREQUENTLY 
UNDERLINED ULC. POSITION OF "NO STRIKES DURING CRISIS» 


SAME APPLIESTO NWC AND LUF UNIONS: (RAILWAYS» COMMUNICATIONS» 
CIVIL SERVICE) « 


10. NTUC UNJONS ‘HAVE BEEN INVOLVED . IN PRACTICALLY ALL: RECENT 
INSTANCES ‘OF INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES» WHICH HAVE IN ANY CASE: ‘BEEN 
MOSTLY ‘FOUGHT OUT IN. PRESs STATEMENTS AND IN THE ADVANCE: NEWS- 
PAPER ‘RATHER ‘THAN ON PICKET LINEe. FEW TOOK: SERIOUSLY" THE... 

NTUC CALL: LAST JULY FOR A MARCH ON THE WESTERN. EMBASSIES# ‘SOME 
OBSERVERS ‘SUSPECT THE NTUC CAMPAIGN IN .AUGUST .FOR EXPROPRIA-. 
TION OF ‘OIL PROPERTIES ENJOYED OFFICIAL APPROVAL: IF NOT: ACTIVE: 
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Phe IN CGABATT VIEW. SBRINCTPAL POTENTIAL SOURCE “OF “GRASS: ROOTS 
WORKER -DISCONJENT IS THEVERY REAL. REDUCTION “EN “TAKE HOME:#PAY 


“RESULTING a one vf ERCENT COMPULSORY: SAVINGS” “SCHEME, “ON: ATOP: ‘OF ‘5 


PERCENT : =PROVIDENT: FUND: ‘DEDUCTION AND “INCOME “T-AX “(WITHHOLDING « 


412. THE. "SAVINGS ‘SCHEME - TOQK: ERPECT? ‘ON JANUARY - 35° SUNFORTUNATELY: 


{BUT PROBABLY - DELIBERATELY) ‘TIMED TO: ‘COINCIDE WITH? ‘THE: EXPIRA= 
TION: OF “THE “TREE -MONTHS?® -wVQLUNTARY - ‘SPERCENT - CONTRIBUTION: ‘TO THE 
TROOP- ‘CONFORT -FUND", “AND -THE “AVERAGE « WORKER «WHO © Is* ‘NOT: 
CONDITIONED TO APPRECIATE "SAVING" OF “ANY. KIND) WHO © Looks’ ‘ON. THE 
SCHEME .AS ‘ESTABLISHING A: BERMANENT WAGE © CUT 9 THE: ‘SAME ° ‘AP = : 
PLIES TO THE: PROVIDENT - “FUND DEDUCTION THE | CIRCUMSTANCE: 

THAT - THERE -HAS. BEEN: ‘NO OVERALL RISE IN. WAGE LEVELS - “SINCE » THE 


CRISIS). WALLE “PRICES “OF DOMESTIC “AND -TMPORTED . GOODS | HAVE 
~ RISEN “STEADILY | “SHARPENS. “THE POLINT®: 


130 WHILE MOST. “TRADE: UNTO AZEADERS HAVE. IDENTIFIED. INCREASED 


“TAXES ‘AND RISING COSTS. ‘AS “SOURCE OF: WORKER ‘DISCONTENT © THERE 
st LITTLE “EVIDENCE ‘To ‘DATE: THAT ANY “BUT (NTUC “HAVE LATD -RLANS 


TO CHANNEL: IT FOR THEIR ‘OWN ‘PURPOSES eGOODLUCK?S WARM ‘REACTION 


-TO ‘PROPOSED DECREE Ig” ANTERESTING ‘TACTICs: ‘STNCE NTUC™ RESPONSIBLE 
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FOR -MOST OFRECENT: AGT TATIONS. 


fae LABOR MINISTRY HAS <BEEN. AENVOLVED © 9 RECENT. ‘INDUSTRIAL 


PROBLEMS» “AND. ‘SHOULD - BE ‘BEST. JUDGE. OF: ‘NECESSITY. “SUCH: ‘DRASTIC 


-LEGISLATIONe ‘EMBASSY: SUSPECTS» -HOWEVERs ‘MINTSTRY @WANTS. TO és 
PLAY ITT ISAFE /AND. GET LEGIGLATION “ON BOOKS (WITH POLITICIAN : 
-ENAHOROGARRYING BALL] | FOR USE “LATER IF “AND WHEN” REGUTREDs | . 
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INFG AMEMBASSY ACCRA [532 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 364 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 537 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 2939 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 876 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 678 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 105 
DIA 
6CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 1584 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 2990 


UNCLAS LAGOS 6292 
Supe INFO ‘COMMISSIQNER CLARIFIES FMG POLICIES FOR PRESS 


Je CHIEF ANTHONY ENAHORO, FMG LNFORMATION COMMISSIONERs ADDRESSED 
PRESS AT LARGE PARTY JANUARY: 260 RADIO AND NEWSPAPER. CARRIED PRESS 
RELEASE ENTITLED "CHIEF E,yAHORO. CORRECTS PRESS SPECULATION ON 
MILITARY OPERATIONS AGAINST REBELS «* 


Sore aeeere ees 


Zo AFTER COMPLIMENTS TO. pRESS. FO IMPROVED UNDERSTANDING AND 
> COVERAGE OF NIGEREAN SL EU, TLONS ENAHORO MENT TONED THREE AREAS QF 
ae MISAPPREHENSI ON FIRST WaS "EXHORTATION” BY HEAD OF STATE GOWON 

FOR ALL TO wPUT: ‘SHOULDERS, BG. hHEEL AND: END (WAR) BY MARCH 3} 79680" 


) bts | UNCLASS EF LED. 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE a2 LAGOS we2G2 271 44HZ2 


THIS WIDELY MISUNDERSTOOD AS FLAT PREDICTION OF =ND OF WARe 
ENAHORO POINTED OUT MARCH 31 UNLY "TARGET DATE" AFTER WHICH 

"HEAVENS WON'T FALL™ NOR gILL THERE Be DIFFERENT APPROACH TO SOLUTION 
BY FMG IF MILITARY VICTORY NOT YET ACHIEVED 


PAGE TWO RUDSLC 6282G UNC, AS 

30 SECOND AREA OF MISUNDE RSTANDING IS SLOWNESS OF MILITARY 
OPERATIONS« CONTRARY TG pReSS OPINIONs SLOWNESS DUE TO FMG 
“RESTRAINI" IN EFFORT TO x -EDUCE DAMAGES AND CONVIWCE "POPULACE IN 
REBEL. AREAS THAT THIS IS »OT WAR AGAINST THEM AS A PEOPLE" THERE 

NO DOUBTs SAID ENAHORO, AROUT ABILITY FMG TO SUPPRESS REBELLION 

AND "WE NOW APPROACHING STAGE AT WHICH WE CAN LOOK FORWARD TO 
EARLIEST END TO HOSTILITIES COMPATIS@LE WITH RESTRAINT WE HAVE IMPOSED 
ON FEDERAL FORCES" 


4o THIRD MISUNDERSTANDING AMONG PRESS IS ABOUT "WHAT WE ARE REALLY 
FIGHTING FOR+™ ACCORDING ENAHORO, FMG "FIGHTING TO CREATE MODERN 
NATIONe"® "QUESTION IN NIGERIA TODAY IS WHETHER THERE IS TO BE 
NIGERIAN NATION OR CONGLOWERATION OF NATIONS oeee(FmG) BELIEVES 

THAT SINGLE UNITED NATION CAN BE CREATED OUT UF NIGERTA AND WE REGARD 
PRESENT HOSTILITIES AS UNpLEASANT PART OF THIS GREAT TASKe CREATION 
OF SENSE OF NIGERIAN NATIgNHOOD, CREATION OF MODERN NATIONs IS SOLE 
JUSTIFICATION FOR CIVIL WARo" 


PAGE THREE RUDSLC 62@2G U,CLAS 
Se ENAHORO ‘CONCLUDED WITy REQUEST TO PRESS FOR "FACTUAL REPORTING» | 
OBJECTIVE ‘COMMENTING, AND INFORMED APPRECIATION OF BASIS ISSUES 

AND CURRENT EVENTSe" 


be COMMENT s REPORTERS PRESENT GOT IMPRESSION THAT ENAHORO SPEECH 
PROBABLY MAIN FEATURE ‘OF wELL*PLANNED EFFORT TO CLEAR MISUNDERST.ANDIN 
G . 
AND IMPROVE FMG CREDIBILITY WITH PRESSe MATHEWS 
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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 6298 
SUBJ: RED CROSS DEVELOPMENTS 


je NATIONAL SECRETARY ‘NIGERIAN RED CROSS» UDONEK» CONFIRMED 

THAT THERE WILL BE. FORMAL INTERNATIONAL APPEAL THROUGH ICRC FOR 
Alp TO VICTIMS NIGERIAN e1VIL WARe IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF 
JANUARY 26s UDONDEK SATO APPEAL WILL BE SUBMITTED TO GENEVA "IN 
WEEK OR TEN DAYSo! MA EN ETEMS REQUIRED WILL BE MEDICIENs CLOTHING, 
HIGH PROTEIN FOOD AND “FRANSPQRT VEHICLES» ALTHOUGH UDONDEK UNABLE 
OR UNWILLING ASSIGN PRIQRi iTLES WETHIN THESE 8ROAD GROUPS. 


20 UDONDEK ‘TOLD ‘PRESSs AND. TOLD EMBOFF HE QUOTED ACCURATELY» THAT 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 6298CC CONE LBENTIAL 
HE HEARED "REAL EXPLOSIONW IN EQRMER EASTERN REGION IN COMING 
MONTHS+ HE FORESEES GROWING HEALTH PROBLEMS IN BIAFRA AND L1BE- 


RATED AREAS AS..AREA AND. Bt OCKADE. GONTINUESs AS FMG RE-ESTABLISHES 
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FEDERAL AUTHORITY IN REBE, AREAS AND BRINGS FIGHTING TO aN END 
THERE WILL BE MORE SERIGUs PROBLEMS OF HOUSINGs FEEDINGs REGUGEE 
CAMPSs ETCe 


3e IN HEALTH FIELDs RECENT VISIT NORDIC RED CROSS COUNCIL OFFICIAL 
RESULTED IN PROMISE AS YET UNSPECIFIEO NUMBER HEALTH EDUCATIGN TEARS 
WHO WILL BEGIN ARRIVE ‘MARCHe ADDITIONAL ICRC MECICAL TEAM OF EYGHT 
ARRIVING FEBRUARY j» INCLijDES AT LEAST ONE AMERICANe COMMENT: 

THESE HELPFUL SIGNS BUT AzE DROP IN BUCKET IN RELATION KIND OF PRO~ 
BLEMS UDONEK JUSTIFIABLY wORRYING ABOUT» 


GP.3- MATHEWS 
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FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1477 
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LU IMDIS/NOFORN 2 % 
Ab “g tA ith a] 
wrth. 
REF: LONDON 5377 — fed a7. pe? 
SUBUs NIGERIA? COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT PEACE PACKAGE 


{oe SYG. ARNOLD SMITH OF COMMONWEALTH. SECRETARIAT. TOLD Us 
IN STRICT CONFIDENCE TODAY (UANUARY 26) THAT HE SPOKE To 


- FBO REPS» OKPARAs DIKEs MOJEKWUs YESTERDAY AND SAVE 


PAGE 2 RUDTCR 5948 SECRET | 
THEM OUTLINES OF CS PEACE PACKAGE (REFTEL}« ACCORDING TO 


-SMITHs OKPARAs AS SENIOR MEMBER OF GROUP» HAD AGREED TO. 


FORWARD CS PROPOSAL TO OJUKWU AND URGE LT BE ACCEPTED As 
BASIS FOR NEGOTIATIONS WITH FMGo SMITH CONSIDERED THIS 
ENCOURAGING SIGN SINCE ESSENTIAL’ ELEMENT OF CS PACKAGE 
WAS. IBO ACCEPTANCE NIGERIAN SOVEREIGNTYe SMITH ‘THEN 
SKETCHED OTHER PROVISIONS OF PROPOSAL ON CONDITION THAT 
WE COMMUNICATE INFO ONLY To DEPT FoR. TIME BEING. 
FOLLOWING ARE MAIN CONTENTS OF PACKAGE AS DESCRIBED BY 
SMITHs WHO STRESSED THAT. HE HAD PUT FORWARD BROAD LINES 
OF SETTLEMENT AND OMITTED OR LEFT AMBIGUOUS MANY 
DETAILS WHICH WOULD HAVE To BE NEGOTIATED BY TWO 

SIDES 
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Qe 1B0S WOULD ACCEPT SOVEREIGNTY AND UNITY OF NIGERIAN 
STATE BUT EXACT FORM AND ORGANIZATION OF STATE 
: WERE NEGOTIABLEa FOR EXAMPLED MIGHT BE COMMON®>= 
! WEALTH OR FEDERATION BUT WHATEVER IT WAS CALLED CENTRAL 
AUTHORITY WOULD BE IN LAGOS AND THERE WOULD BE ONLY ONE 


| PAGE 3 RUOTCR 5948 SECRET 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRSo IBOS, FOR THEIR PARTo 

aa WOULD BE GIVEN GREATER INTERNAL AUTONOMY IN ENLARGED 

TBO OR IBO-DOMINATED STATE (WHICH MIGHT EVEN BE CALLED 

BIAFRA!. PORT HARCOURT WOULD GO TO BOs. FUTURE OF 

RIVERS AND CALABAR STATES WAS LEFT OPEN 

| BUT MIGHT BE DECIDED BY PLERBISCITE. INTERNAL SECURITY IN 

NEW IBO STATE WOULD BE PROVIDED BY 1BOS THEMSELVES» IE; : 

NO OCCUPATION OF IBO-LAND BY FMG FORCESe POSSIBILITY x 

| WAS LEFT OPEN THAT INTERNATIONAL MILITARY: PRESENCE MIGHT ; 
BE INTRODUCED TO SEPARATE OPPOSING SIDES DURING PERIOD oF 


TRANSITION TO NEGOTIATED. SETTLEMENT» PRECISE FORMULA FOR | ne 
SHARING OF OIL REVENUES WOULD HAVE TO BE ” 


NEGOTIATED. WHILE \IBOS WOULD PRESS FOR GREATER CONTROL 
OVER INTERNAL FINANCES» WITH LARGER SHARE OIL REVENUE s 
| GREATER POWER LEVY TAXES* ETCes THEY WOULD ACCEPT © 
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DIV) AT AWKA"», BUT SINCE HE HAS NOT YET CONFIRMED» COMMANDER= IN=) - 

CHIEF. (GOWON) WILL NOT PERMIT ANY SUCH CLAIM -OR HINT+ SAME _ 

SOURCES. SAID "BONNY NOW CLEAR REBEL FORCESe. WE “OWN: (SIC): 
ySLAND AT LAST"s SOURCES CONFIRMED. RECENT OBSERVATIONS 
CANADIAN MISSIONARY WHO HAD BEEN IN PORT HARCOURT THAT OKRIKA 
REFINERY HAD’ BEEN DAMAGED» SOURCES: SAID NAERTAL: ROCKET AND 


SECRE?. 
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MAGHINE GUN FIRE HAS -DONE: SUBSTANTIAL: (SIC) DANAE TO OKRIKA 
REFINERY" = en Sees 


20 REF PAR 3s MY @@12 JAN 681 AS: INDICATED. BY SOURCE. QUOTED 


REF’ MSG» FULL MEMBERSHIP MEETING ‘SUPREME. MIL: COUNCIL: (smc) 
SCHEDULED DODAN BARRACKS COMMENCING: 26 JANe USUALLY REL TABLE}. 
SOURCES’ SAY TWO PRINCIPAL AGENDA. ITEMS: FOR MEETING ARE» ONE? . 
CONDUCT OF WARs’ ANDsTWO2 PRESENTATION -BY BRIGADIER ‘DAVID EUOOR 
OF HIS PLANS FOR REORGANIZATIONsRETRAINING AND PARTIAL: 
DEMOBILIZATION NIGERIAN ARMY MEMBERS . SMC: FROM OUTSIDE LAGOS ; 
NOTED ARR EVING: ‘LAGOS 25. JANe® 


3° REF PAR 30 My @523 DEC 67 (NOTAL)# ON 2h. JAN, SAME- SOURCE - eae ee 
(PROTECT) QUOTED REF MSG TOLD DATT THAT FEARED ‘UAR AND SOV 
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SABOTAGE OF PLANNED MEDICAL: ASSISTANCE HADs IN FACTs SUCCEEDED 

IN FORCING FMG CANCELLATIN GOI OFFER* SHORTLY AFTER JOINT. . 

GOI/FMG MIL SURGEON TEAM HAD MADE: ON THE GROUND SURVEY ENTIRE 

MIL: MEDICAL SYSTEM, WITH EMPHASIS © WAR CASUALTY ‘EVAC AND TREATMENT’ 
LSRAELI AMBASSADOR HERE CALLED IN BY MINEXTAF.-AND. TOLD "FMG. HAD 

MADE MISTAKE. ASKING FOR SUCH ‘HELP AS IT REALLY: NOT REQUIRED"© 

i{SOURCESAID ISRAELI MIL SURGEON INVOLVED HAD BEEN: APPALLFD:AT 

SHORTAGE MIL DOCTORS AND: COMPLETE: ABSENCE: ANY REALISTICALLY 

WORKABLE MEDICAL EVAC SYSTEMe SURGEON SAID VAST: BULK MIL 

CASUALTIES HE: SAW IN FED MIL HOSPITALS WERE: ORTHOPEDIC ‘CASES ® HE 

NOTED PRECIOUS FEW HEADs CHEST OR ABDOMINAL: WOUND CASES -ANDa BASED oe. 
ON EXPERIENCEs CONCLUDED: THAT BULK: NON*ORTHOPEDIC CASUALTIES ‘DIED: 
ENROUTE REAR AREA HOSPITALS FROM FORWARD ‘COMBAT AREAS* SURGEON ee kat . 
SAID CASUALTY EVAC TO REAR AREAS: AVERAGED. SIX :DAYS*: AT 6 . e 

MEDICAL: CLEARING STATION OTURKPOAG715N 810) NO-REPEAT NO = ba 

DOCTOR IN ATTENDANCE’ ONLY MEDICAL’ AID MAN: TO FURNISH: DRESSINGS«: aoe * 

EVAC STATION MAKURDI(G745N @832E) ONLY ONE: DOCTOR IN -ATTENDANCE® — | he. de 
iN. MAJOR MIL’ HOSPITALS IN NORTHs BEST STAFFED ‘HAD TWO :DOCTORS* oe ete 

OPERATIONAL ANAESTHETISTS WERE NONwEXISTANT OPERATIONS: WERE « ee ots 

PERFORMED WITHOUT ‘THIS LUXURY) ISRAELI ARO REERDOR SUBSEQUENTLY 
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DISCUSSED SITUATION WITH GOWON ie FRANKLY ADMITTED SERTOUS 
SHORTAGES MiL MEDICAL AREAS AND REPEATED NEEDS FOR SUCH HELP AS HAD 
BEEN OFFERED< GOWONs HOWEVER» MADE.IT QUITE CLEAR» BY IMPLICATION, 
SOY AND UAR PRESSURE HAD FORCED THIS CANCELLATION NEEDED MIL 
MEDICAL HELP GOWON ALLEGEDLY SAID, SUBSTANTYALLYs *AT THIS. TIME 

I HAVE TO GO ALONG WITH THEM BECAUSE: WE NEED THEIR HELP". (ON 

aS JANo MATTER DISCUSSED WITH SOURCES SUPREME. HQ WHO IN POSITION 
KNOW AND WHO WOULD LEVEL ON MATTERe SOURCES CONFIRMED 
SUBSTANCE WHAT REPORTED BY DATT*S :SOURCE AND DID NOT CONTRADICT 
SINGLE TEAM» SAID"NEED WAS THERE» iS THERE» AND WILL’ BE 
THERE”. THESE SOURCES CONFIRMED SOV/UAR PRESSURE: ON MATTER. 
AND WENT FURTHER TO SAY SQVC AND UAR BOTH OFFERED. PROVIDE 
MiL MEDICAL HELP REQUIRED» THESE SOURCES ALLEGE GOWON SAID: 
POLITE "THANKYOU, BYT NO THANK YOU", SOURCES. SAIDs FURTHER» 
PMG STILL LOOKING FOR MUCH NEEDED: HELP THIS LINE. AND HOPED: BE 
ABLE, GET IT FROM "MORE NEUTRAL AND. LESS CONTROVERSIAL: SOURCES 
THAN ETHER ISRAELIS OR SOV/UAR. GROUP". HOPE WAS SUCH HELP: 
MIGHT BE PROVIDED &Y"SOME SMALL EUROPEAN ‘COUNTRY*PERHAPS ONE 

OF SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES LIKE NORWAY eo 


4o NIGERIAN AIR FORCES . 
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Ao REF PAR 3 MY @@21 JAN. 68! NOT SURE THIS ONE» BUT rt POSSIBLE. 
PLANES DISCUSSED REF PAR COULD ARRIVE LAGOS APPROX 261@@@A JANs 
WILL BE WATCHING. . 

Be IN 25 JAN CONVERSATION WITH DAO MAP OFFICER» COMMANDER ‘NAFs 
UTC::SeAu ALAOs SAIDE 

{1}. BOTH HUNTING PROVOST PLANES OPERATIONAL: AND: BEING ‘FLOWN "BY. 
NIGERIAN PILOTS*.o 


[2} NEITHER MIGS NOR L*29S HAVE BEEN MUCH HELP TO NAF IN 

BOMBING TYPE MISSIONS DUE SHORT RANGE AND LOW BOMB CARRYING 
CAPACITY | 

[3} NAF USING TWO HUNDRED AND FIVE HUNDRED KILO FRAGMENTATION AND 
HE BOMBS AND "GETTING GOOD RESULTS WITH THEM"e 


b4}) HE PERSONALLY AGAINST POLICY INDISCRIMINATE BOMBING AND 
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"NBLASTING™"OF EAST» HE WOULD PREFER "STING THEM HARO WHERE IT. 

HURTS AND THEN SIT SACJUTO SEE WHETHER THEY READY TO*TALK OR WANT 
MORE's HE FORESAWs, HOWEVER» FMG REACHING POINT “WHERE ONLY POSSIBLE 
COURSE: ACTION WOULD BE TO ™BLAST THEM OUT RATHER THAN WATTING FOR 
THEM TO cone TO CONFERENCE TABLE*o HE NOT OPTIMISTIC OVER 

fLUTIES GETTING THEM YO CONFERENCE TARLEo eo es 


So NIGERIAN NAVY AUXILIARY BODE THOMAS OQUTSOF DRYDOCK PROPER 
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EM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO, SECSTATE WASHDC 9968 
INFO AMEMBASSY ACCRA {528 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 2929 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 998 
US MISSION GENEVA 94 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 22871 
DIA 

ce ENCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 
4MCONSUL IBADAN 


eONF TODENT £AL LAGOS 6116 
SUBJE® CID CROSS FLIGHTS TO BIAFRA 


BRITISH HC JANo23 SENT FOLLOWING REPORT TO CO ON 


eS 
% 
ae 
i) 
“p REDCROSS EFFORTS TO ARRANGE FLIGHTS INTO BIAFRAe 
“e 


20 "MRo BORSINGER OF THE ICRC TOLD ME THIS MORNING 
FHAT THE SITUATION ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF CARRYING OUT 
PLANNED FLIGHTS OF RED CROSS AIRFRAFT TO BIAFRA AND 
FERNANDO PO WAS NOT AS BAD AS PRESS REPORTS HAD IMPLIED. 
a THERE APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN MISUNDERSTANDING OF STATEMENT 
. MADE TO PRESS.BY ICRC SPOKESMANe IN: FACT THE 


| : 
; PAGE. 2 RUTALS 6116CC CONFIDENTIAL 


beste 


CONFIDENTIAL 


yy 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


plate eee stin ns bin A RAL MER NS OTE ig” 
tesa eadt ce cht ytgpniation ™ 


CONFIDENTIAL 


PAGE @2 LAGOS 46116 2417362 


REO CROSS WERE EXPERIENCING DIFFICULTY WITH BOTH SIDES 
IN GETTING ACCEPTANCE OF THE PROCDEURES NORMAL IN. THE 
CASE’ OF A BLOCKADE® 


3e "ALTHOUGH THEY AGREED IN PRINCIPLE AT THE END OF 
DECEMBER THAT THE RED CROSS MIGHT WORK OUT THEIR PLAN 
OF FLYING IN MEDICAL SUPPLIES» THE FEDERAL AUTHORITIES 


SAID AT THE BEGINNING OF LAST WEEK THAT. THEY REGRETTED 
FHAT IN VIEW OF THE CONFUSED SITUATION OBTAINING IN 


BONNY AND PORT HARCOURT» THEY COULD NOT» FOR THE TIME 
BEINGs GUARANTEE SAFE PASSAGE* THE RED CROSS ARE NOW 
SEEKING TO CLARIFIY THE SITUATION, BUT ARE NOT AWARE THAT 
THE FEDERAL AUTHORITIES HAVE GONE BACK ON THEIR PREVIOUS 
AGREEMENTOF PRINCIPLEe IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED THAT 
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REPORTS OF DIFFICULT MILITARY SITUATION IN PORT HARCOURT 

AND BONNY HAVE BEEN EXAGGERATED UNDER. THE INFLUENCE OF 

ANTI = *BRITISH FEELING IN LAGOS» (SIC# PROBABLY MEANT “IN BIAFRA") 0 


4» THE BIAFRAN AUTHORITIES HAVE ALSO RAISED OBSTACLES» 
BASED ON A MISUNDERSTANDING OF BLOCKADE PROCEDURES WHICH 
tS WELL ON THE WAY TO BEING CLEARED UP o 


3° "ICRC HOPE TO BE ABLE TO BE IN a POSITION IN A FEW 
DAYS TIME TO REINSTALL: THE POSTPONED 7°DAY CHARTER OF A 
PLANE AND TO DESPATCHITs TEAMS AND EIGHT TONS OF 
MATERIAL WHICH IT WAS HOPED COULD HAVE LEFT BASLE ON 

18 JANUARY ARE STILL. AVAILABLE» MORE: NEGOTIATIONS WILL 
HOWEVER BE NEEDED BEFORE FIRM ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE 
TO FLY FOREIGNERS OUT OF BIAFRA+ THERE HASBEEN SOME 
QUESTION OF REQUIRING PERSONS BROUGHT FROM BIAFRA TO 
FERNANDO PO TO TRAVEL THENCE TO FGOSe« FOR MANY THIS 


WOULD OF COURSE. BE UNACCEPTABLE> 


6° "BORSINGER TOLD ME. THAT THERE ARE POSSIBILITIES OF 
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MOVEMENT BY BIAFRA'S OWN CLANDESTINE FLIGHTSe BUT RED 
CROSS WOULD NOT USE THESE BECAUSE OF THE WORK INVOLVED 
WITHOUT CEASE FIREe' 

GP2=30 MATHEWS. 
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PR 2414252 JAN 68 
FM USDAO/LAGOS NIGERIA 
TO_DIA PRIORITY 
SECSTATE WASHDC 
RUEDPSA/CINCSTRIKE 
CINCLANT 
INFO CIA WASHDC 
DA. 

AMCONSUL IBADAN 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ‘SOFIA 
AMCONSUL ZURICH 

DA GRNC 


c aN 
SUBJECT: 
DIACOS 
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FIOENT I A-L 9021 JAN 68¢ SGD HALLIGANe COUNTRY? NIGERIAc 
UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATIONs 


‘CINCSTRIKE FOR STRU2-Cs DA FOR ACSI« 


je REF PAR iB» MY G@18 JAN 68: USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCES ARMY 
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IVERS: FROM - 
AT OR IN VICINITY 
OX THREE ROAD MILES... 
S RC 4 SITE ATAN EKI BEACHe~ = 
THIS COLUMN, IN RECENT FIGHTINGs HAS REPORTED KILLING “SEVERAL: 


H@ SAY FED COLUMN MOVING BETWEEN CROSS AND CALABAR_R 
CREEKTOWN MAKING GOOD PROGRESS AND BELIEVED 
VILLAGE OBAM ITIAT (@515N @805E} WHICH APPR 
SOUTHEAST PROBABLE CROSS RIVER CROSSING SIT 
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MERCENARIES" AND DESTROYING MSEVERAL ARMORED VEHICLES”. (IT. sitet Be 
PROBABLE. THESE EX BRITISH BRENN CARRIERS RoE HAD BEEN’ CONVERTE ae 
ANTO “ARMORED VEHICLES" BY REBEL: FORCES fit Bes Ss 


oneEr PAR. ys MY 9G19 | ‘WAN 683. SOURCE: IN POSITION | KNOW SAID. ay 
RATHER: THAN ZURICHS 


| REF PAR 4A, MY QOB7 JAN 683 BASED JNFO SEVERAL UNRELATED. ny 
SOURCES: GENERALLY IN GOOD POSITION. KNOWs ALL INDICATIONS ARE 
THREE. Ib -28 BOMBERS WITH EGYPTIAN CREWS ABOARD ‘DUE LAGOS ee a, 

MOMENTARILYe IT BELIEVED: | ‘FURTHER? THESE PLANES VERY POSSIBLY. 
URRENTLY ‘CARRYING NAF. NUMBERS IN ADDITION. TO NIGERIAN COLORS: 
“DAO: MAP OFFICER AT IKEA AIRPORT - ‘MORNING 24 JAN OBSERVED Las 
‘BULGARLA. AERWAYS | 1L-18s TAIL: NUMBER LZeBET UNLOADING. SMALL : 


es BOXES* 


AGE 3 RUTALS 6108CC.C ON F I_D ON tet Ak 
3 JANe LAL RETURNED MORNING ph ‘JANe BELIEVE WILL HAVE INFO ON 
WHAT “PURCHASED WHERE IN VERY NEAR FUTURE® FMG, HOWEVERs ASKING 
"AIR CCHARTER FIRMS LAGOS FOR BIDS.:ON FLYING FORTY. TONS "MIL: CRO 


FROM. “PARIS. TO LAGOS" 


“REE: ‘PAR 4s MY 9@19 ‘JAN 683 FMG MIL AUTHORITIES CONTINUE aive- 
RLOUS | ‘CONSIDERATION. TO MATTERS INVOLVING IMPROVEMENT 

CIPLINARY CONTROL ARMED FORCESe MEETING LOCAL REPS ‘SUPREME: 
A: ‘COUNCIL’.AT -DODAN_ NITE 23 JAN: CONSIDERED POSSIBILITY GIVING: 
SENERAL: ‘COURTS MARTIAL AUTHORITY TO FIELD COMMANDERS. (READ: DIV: 
OMMANDERS?) > ‘UNDER. ‘PRESENT MIL REGS» ;SUCH AUTHORITY DOES NOT. 
XIST AT FIELD. LEVEL. LEGAL ADVISOR. ‘TO. MOD NOW CONSIDERING: = 
ASIC GUIDELINES IN ORDER PREPARE IMPLEMENTING INSTRUCTIONS FO 
VISTEON COMMANDERS# BASIC STUMBLING BLOCK IS PROPER: DEGREE: 
CONTROL. AND (AUTHORITY "TO VEST IN DIV COMMANDERS. WHO, NOT HAV 
{KD “SUCH. AUTHORITY BEFORE: MAY TEND MISUSE.-OR - ABUSE ITe*THES 
SPECIAL CONCERN ‘OF VERYs- VERY "PROPER AUTHORITY". MINDED :GOWON. 
HOWEVER,» NEED FOR. GREATER .AND MORE. IMMEDIATE. DISCIPLNARY POW 
IN: HANDS FIELD: ‘COMMANDERS,s»,: “ESPECTALLY® AS" FIGHTING GETS” CLOSER 


HEA TLAND, RECOGNIZED BY ALL CONCERNED . GP-3. 
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PR 231515Z JAN 68 
FM USDAO/LAGOS NIGERIA 
TO DIA PRIORITY 


AMCONSUL ZURICH 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 
DA GRNC 


SECSTATE WASHDC —_ 
CINCSTRIKE a 
CINCLANT NO 
INFO CIA WASHDC Co 
REPDA/DA ' 
oO) 
Co 


Cc ON F I DEN T I A L @919 JAN 680 SGD HALLIGANe COUNTRY SNIGERIAg 
SUBJECT s UPDATE CURRENT FuG/sEASTERN MIL SITUATIONs DIA FOR 
DIACOs CINCSTRIKE FUR STRY2°Ct DA FOR ACSI 


fe REF PAR 485 MY @@18 JAN 68 {NOTAL}. ARMY C/E BISALLA, 
~GURRENTLY VISITING LONDON, ALSO SCHEDULED VISIT ZURICH! POSSIBLY 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 6@76CC CONF DENT EAL 

23 OR 24 JAN } IN COMPANY NIGERIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER LYDON | 
BRIGADIER OGUNDIPE. (STILL SUSPECTED HERE VISIT HAS STRONG 
MILITARY/POLITICO OVERTONES IN VIEW FACT c/s ABSENTING HIMSELF 
FROM NIGERIAN SCENE THIS CRITICAL TIMEs FACY AS LEAST SEVERAL 
KEY WBIAFRANS®T INCLUDING CcCMN MOJEKWUs REPORTED IN ZURICH VERY 
PROBABLY MORE THAN MERE CoiNCIDENCEs 
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Zo COMMANDER FIRST FED DIviSION {ENUGU SECTOR} COLONEL NUHAMMED 
SHUWAs HAS BEEN IN LAGOS #FOR CONSULTATIONS” SINCE 20 JANo SHUWA 
SAID ADVANCE FED SECQND DIViMURITALLE MUHAMMED} OPERATING RIGHT 
[WEST} FLANK FIRST DIVo "GOING WELL AND ACCORDING TO PLAN. SHUWA 
BELIEVES SECOND DIV HAS Cuy ROUTE ‘TEN TWO PLACES’ BETWEEN ONITSHA 
AND AWKA, AND BETWEEN AWKA AND OJI RIVERe (STILL NO EVIDENCE 
SECOND ‘DIV IN EITHER AWKA OR ONITSHA ALTHOUGH», PERCULTARLY IN 
VIEW FEDS HAD NOT YET CLAIMED AS MUCH, REBEL RADIO 22 JAN | 
DENIED ‘FED TROOPS HAD CAPTURED ONITSHA}s SHUWA SAID HIS FIRST 

DIV "ALSO ON MORE" TOWARD UOI(G6t9N B726E; APPROX EIGHT MILES 
SOUTHWEST ENUGUAND WEST ROUTE THREEAND AGBANI(@618N 97346) 
APPROX EIGHT MILES SQUTHEAST ENUGU(AND EAST ROUTE THREE)» 30TH 
UDI AND AGBANI SOUTH ATAFU RIVER WHICH IS SECOND SIGNEIFIANT 
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RIVER BARRIER LINE SOUTH ENUGU(FIRST IS NYABA RIVER) AND BOTH 


ARE ON SEGNIFICANT SECONDARY ROAD JUNCTIONS? 


30 REF PAR [As MY @018 JAN 68% ARMY HO SOURCES SAY FED FIFTEENTH 
BRIGADE HAS" NOW CLEARED BONNY {SIC} OF REBEL FORCES"s FIGHTING 
ATROLS REFERRED TO NOW SaiO TO BE OPERATING UP CREEKS AND 


CHANNELS NORTH OF BONNY In DIRECTION AND VICINITY OKRIKAs 


io IN SIGNIFICANT MOVEs WITH BOTH CURRENT AND LONG RANGE 
TMPLICATIONSs FED ARMY IN PROCESS FORMING AND TRAINING TwO 
SEPARATE PROVOST(MILITARY POLICE) COMPANIES ONE WILL DE 
TRAINED NIGERIAN ARMY DEPOT KADUNAAND OTHER NIGERTAN ARMY DEPOT 
ABEOKUTA. IN ADDITION TO SELECTED CADRE OF EXPERIENCED SOLDIERS 
BEING RETURNED. TO DUTY STATUS FROM “WOUNDD IN HOSPITAL” ( COMBAT 
VETERANS) APPROX TWO ‘HUNDRED ESPECIALLY SELECTED NIGERIA 
POLICE TYPES BEING DRAFTED FOR THESE COMPANIES+ PLAN IS TO HAVE 
COMPANIES OPERATE UNDER CENTRALIZED CONTROL ARMY HG@sLAGOSs RATHER 
THAN BEING ASSIGNED SUBORDINATE FIELD OR AREA COMMANDS ® OBJECTIVE 
TS TO HAVE GOOD INTERNAL DISCIPLINARY FORCE AVAIL TO DEAL WITH 


RISING NUMBER TROOPS DISCIPLINARY INFRACTIONS REPORTED FROM 
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AREAS HEAVY TROOP CONCENTRATIONS® IT BELYTEVED DLV COMMANDERS 
(SHUWA ESPECIALLY) Do NOT LEKE [DEA UNITS NOT RESPORSIVE YO THEM 
POLICING THEIR TROOPSe SHUWA MAINTAINS THIS SHONS LaCKk CONFIDENCE 
ON PART ARMY HQ IN ABILITY FIELD COMMANDERS KEEP EFFECTIVE CONTROL 
TROOPS. ARGUMENT HAS FAILED TO BUDGE LAGOS IN ITS DETERMINATION 
INSURE "TROOPS PROPERLY POLICED"o 


5a NAVAL AND RELATED aACTIvityc 

Ao FOLLOWING NAVAL UNITS aT SEAs FRIGATE | 
PATROL BOAT EXUN aT RONNY: SOB oe AT 
ALL OTHER FIGHTING UNITS AY APPA BASE. 
Bo REF PAR 2» MY 9238 ‘JAN 688 LCY LOKOJA RETURNED i. AGOS 
21Q945A0 SCREW AND SHAFT REPAIRS SAID HAVING BEEN MaDE 
"GOOD FASHION". 

Co NAVAL AUXILIARY "KWA RIVER" DEPARTED LAGOS 230435A FoR 
CALABAR WITH ‘TROOPS, SUPPLIES» AMMO, EQUIPMENT AND “LARGE 
QUANTITY AVGAS IN DRUMS"ON BOARDe GPoae 


ERIA AND MOTOR 
S RIVER ( CAL ABAR he 
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Pp R 201039Z JAN 68 
FM USDAO/LAGOS NIGERIA 
TO DIA PRIORITY 
SECSTATE WASHDC 
CINCSTRIKE 

CINCLANT . 

INFO CIA WASHDC 

DA ; 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 

DA GRNC 
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CONF IOENTI AL GQ18 JAN 68¢ SGD HALLIGAN® COUNTRY: NIGERIAs 
SUBJECT? UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATIONe DIA FOR 
DIACOs’ CINCSTRIKE FOR 'STRY2@<CB DA FOR ACSI-° 


: Je FOLLOWING AVAIL FROM USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCES ARMY HQ AS OF 
“hy 20 WANE a = for a 
% Ae BGNNY: C/S BISALLA VISITED BONNY 19 JAN» FOUND LTC 
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a AKINRINADE'S FIFTEENTH FED. BRIGADE "ON OFFENSIVE IN ENTIRE AREA'S 

3 BONNY ISLAND COMPLEX PROPER "VIRTUALLY CLEARED REBEL TROOPS". 
REAEL FIFTY SECOND BRIGADE, UNDER COMMAND LTC MICHAEL KALU, WHICH 
HAD LOCATED FORWARD HEADQUARTERS BONNY ISLAND PROPER DURING 

CAMPAIGN, HAD BEEN "OVERRUN" BY FED FORCES DURING COURSE RECENT 

FIGHTINGe KALU.ESCAPEDs B8uT BISALLA ‘CLAIMS BRIGADE_HAS "CEASED 

\EXTST AS EFFECTIVE FIGHTING UNIT"** AKINRINADE SAID TO HAVE 

"FIGHTING PATROLS" OPERATING FROM BONNY "THROUGH ALL. CREEKS 
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i IN AREA". BISALLA SAID THESE "VERY EFFECTIVE", AND THAT IT 

WAS ONE ‘THESE PATROLS WHICH ‘CARRIED OUT RECENT FED RAID PORT 

HARCOURT AIRFIELD (SEE ‘PAR 22 MY QO14 JAN 68) BISALLA SAID AS 

RESULT RECENT FIGHTING BONNY THERE HAS BEEN SOME. FURTHER DAMAGE 
‘TO OIL INSTALLATIONS ON ISALND. AND THAT OIL JETTY AT BONNY TOWN 
HAD. BEEN “BADLY DAMAGED" BISALLA SAID BONNY ISLAND A: "MESS WITH 
AREA ‘STILL LITTERED WITH BODIES AND STENCH SOMETHING AWFULMs SAID 
WNO PRESS WILL BE ALLOWED IN UNTIL. AREA CLEANED UP", 
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RIGHT. ADEKUNLE REPORTS GooD PROGRESS ALTHOUGH HE SLOWED BY 

| REBEL BLOWN BRIDGES ON BOTH RUUTES OF ADVANCE. 

3 Ce SECOND DIVs NO NEW “SITREPS FROM DIV ‘COMMANDER. MUHAMMED BUT 
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SEVERAL PLACES"s IT KNOWN DIV HAD “SEVERAL HEAVY ENGAGEMENTS 
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Text of Story Filed by 
Russell Howe 
on interview with President Senghor 


The Lagos regime should withdraw its troops from Biafra and stop 
its "genocide" of the Ibo tribe as a first step toward a solution of 
the Nigerian conflict, President Léopold Sédar Senghor of Senegal told 
this reporter here. 


Senegal was opposed to Biafran secession but equally opposed to 
the Lagos regime's war on the Ibo people of former Eastern Nigeria, 
Senghor said. 


In an exclusive interview, French Africa's best known poet and 
elder statesman noted that Lagos had wanted a federation and Biafran 
leader Col. Chukwuemeka Odumegwu-Ojukwu a confederation. The disagree- 
ment "was not worth a war." If Africa was to condemn the racial 
policies of southern Africa, it must cease genocide in Nigeria and 
Sudan (where the dominant Arab population is repressing the secessionist 
Negro Sudanese). 


Senghor also called for: 


* Some Black African links with southern Africa, establishing a 
dialogue that would lead to a “revolution of ideas, not arms.” 


* AU.S. withdrawal from Viet Nam, which Senghor said would become 
a "Titoist, not a Maoist,” communist country if left to itself. 


* British and Commonwealth African membership of the European 
Common Market on the same terms as the present European and French- 
African membership. 


On the bloody struggle in Nigeria, Senghor said: "Negotiation is 
essential." 


If we are to condemn the egoism of the developed countries, and 
the insolence of South Africa, Rhodesia and Portugal, then we must 


admit that we Africans are giving them sticks with which to beat us. 
For we are practicing genocide in Africa -- in Sudan, in Nigeria. 
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"We have opposed the Biafran secession -- not for legalistic 
reasons, because in principle, in a federation, a self-governing 
state can always opt for its independence" (Senegal seceded from the 
Mali Federation in 1960). "Our attitude was based on political and 
‘African' reasons: we believe that in the long run this secession is 
not in the interest of either Biafra or Nigeria. 


"Lagos wanted a federation. The Ibo said: it must be a con- 
federation. There was a middle way. This was not worth a war. Just 
as we condemn the Biafran secession, so we condemn the obstinacy of 
the Lagos government in insisting on a solution by force. We have 
good relations with Lagos and regret the secession, but we cannot 
support the use of force. The Lagos troops should be withdrawn." 


On South Africa, Senghor regretted that many African countries 
and "all the great powers, even the Commmist powers" still traded 
with that country. Senegal had obeyed the Organization of African 
Unity resolution on boycotting South Africa and had ceased its 
profitable sale of phosphates there. 


Senghor said he believed in a nonviolent solution to the South 
African problem. "We should organize contacts not only with the black 
resistance but also with the white antiracists, in Rhodesia and South 
Africa. We have failed to give these people the support they need. 


"Those regimes will change one day. If the developed states had 
the courage to resolve the problem of underdevelopment, and if we 
Africans practiced more lucid policies, I'm sure racism would collapse 
in southern Africa," Senghor said. 


"In Europe, the nobility and the bourgeoisie were also small 
minorities with disproportionately high living standards. Yet they 
learned to accept a revolution -- of ideas, not arms. 


"Genuine integration in the United States would set an extremely 
important example. The economic and moral power of the United States 
is so great that real integration there would be contagious. I'm not 
one of those who grinned slyly at the marriage of Dean Rusk's daughter. 
I think it was tremendously significant." 


President Senghor said it was in America's interest to make peace 
in Viet Nam. 
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"The thirty billion dollars spent there would have resolved the 
problems of underdevelopment in the world and poverty in the United 
States. Spent in South-East Asia, Africa, in America itself, that 
money would bar the road to communism better than anything.” 


On the constant diminution of U.S. aid, the Senegalese leader 
regretted the “powerlessness of the executive to convince the legis- 
lature" of aid's political importance. 


Senghor seid he expected a postwar Viet Nam to be an "independent" 
sort of Communist state, "Titoist rather than Maoist.” Vietnamese 
communism would not be “evangelical” or "Messianic." . 


"The world conflict is not between capitalism and communism but 
between democracy and non-democracy. A really independent communist 
country can co-exist with capitalist countries >" the President said. 


But Senghor admitted that historically the Viet Nam conflict was 
an “indirect war between the U.S. and China” and that Chinese communism 
was "Messianic." 


We have not established diplomatic relations with Peking," 
Senghor said, "although we have always voted for Peking's UN admission 
because we think it's the only way to put China against the wall and 
make it see reason." 


Senghor said he thought the admission of Britain and English 
Africa to the European Economic Community would facilitate an African 
Common Market. 


"Tp Britain became a full member, the English Africans should have 
the same conditions as we have under the Yaoundé Convention. This 
would hurt us initially, but would offer long-term advantages. I have 
said this in Paris itself, for I always say what I think to the Toubab" 
(Wolof for "white man" - meaning De Gaulle). 


Senghor said he believed the falling trade terms for Africa's 
mineral and agricultural products were caused by dumping and other 
big-power buy-cheap maneuvers, not supply and demand. Afro-Asian- 
Latin: American unity on this question was needed. But Senegal's 
economic problems looked like they might be eased by oil discoveries. 
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Commenting on the recent meetings of Senegal River Valley states 
(Senegal, Mali, Mauritania, Guinea), Senghor said he hoped they would 
lead to “at least a confederation, but better still a federation." 
Meanwhile, economic links would have "chronological priority, but not 
priority in importance." The objective was political links. 


Of growing West African cooperation, he said: “We are over the 
age of socialist romanticism. Ideological differences between African 
countries mean little now. We are reaching beyond our tribal dif- 
ferences. The most tenacious barrier remains the curtain between 
English and French Africa." 


He said he thought secular trade and intermarriage links plus 
the common French language would make the four Senegal River countries 
a model subgroup of the 14-nation West African regional group of the 
OAU. The “weak point" of the subgroup was Guinea's unconvertible 
currency; but in three months' time, Senghor noted, Mali would once 
again share the French-African franc with Mauritania and Senegal. 


Of the Language Curtain, he said: “At the elite level, cultural 
influences outweigh ethnic influences; we are more French or English 
than tribal. But we should try to look at our contradictory qualities 
as being complementary." 


Senghor said his eldest son would finish his studies at Cambridge 
and his second boy in the U.S. He himself was taking weekly English 
lessons, had already read this reporter's two-volume history of Africa 
in the original and was translating Gerard Manley Hopkins » the British 
Catholic poet. "The Senegalese elite will be bilingual," but English 
Africans were insular, he asserted. 


"I think our curiosity about others is more vivacious than that 
of our Anglo-Saxon neighbors. They will have to change their ideas 
if we are to make a united Africa." 


Senghor said there would soon be an Institute at Dakar University 
capable of receiving "several hundred" English-speaking African students 
for a postgraduate year in French language and culture. In Senegal, 
40,000 high school students would take English in their university 
entrance exams. 
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fhe President said he also favored closer links with the Maghreb 
(Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia). “In Senegal, we aim to be the champions 
of Negritude, of Francophonia, of Trans-Saharaism and of Anglo-French 


pilinguelisn. 


“te future of the world lies in symbioses between false contra- 
dictions and bogus dichotomies," Senghor insisted. 


Asked if he believed there would eventually be a "Eurafrica," he 
said: "Logic itself demands it. An umbilical cord links North and 
Latin America. There are certain natural ties between Eastern Europe 
and Asia. It is natural that there should be special links between 
Western Europe and Africa. 


"Since the Arab and Portuguese-African elites speak French, 
Africa's two main languages are the two main Western European languages, 
French and English. Eurafrica is inevitable." 
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SUBJECT : British Views on Nigerian Conflict 
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mai As stated in referenced telegram, the Embassy transmits 
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herewith the complete text of leader from Guardian of 


January 13 entitled "Will Biafra Survive After All1?". 
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Guardian, January 13, 1968 


Will Biafra survive after 


Nigeria’s federal Government is replacing its 
paper currency in an effort to deprive Biafra, its 
secessionist opponent, of foreign exchange. It 
-seems a desperate move. It implies recognition 
that the war, now in its seventh month, is still 
not nearly won. Ironically, it makes the two sides 
look less like “ one Nigeria ” than ever and, sadly, 
it creates a new obstacle to an eventual associa- 
tion of the two sides if Biafra should after all 
succeed in preserving its independence. The 
move has apparently not taken Biafrans by sur- 
prise, and reserves of foreign exchange as yet 
known only to themselves seem likely to enable 
them to go on fighting. 

Biafra’s continued resistance against over- 
whelming military, economic, and political odds 
has been a surprise not only to General Gowon; 
it has confounded most of the experts. Perhaps 
the basic mistake has been to interpret the 1966-7 
crisis in terms of previous ones. The familiar 
tribal disputes over elections and censuses have 
been power struggles between politicians, affect- 
‘ing rival elites in their struggle for jobs, but 
scarcely touching the ordinary people. Biafra’s 

‘ secession created a situation new to Africa—a 
national struggle for survival involving total 
mobilisation. Far from leading an extremist 

rebel clique,” Colonel Ojukwu_has turned_out 
£5 be HICeTaTS BVT Dota Thera te ie 
of Biafra felt they were fighting for physical sur- 
vival. The brutal course of the war, in spite of 
General Gowon’s own moderation, has vastly 
strengthened this feeling. 

To say that the Ibos feel they are fighting 
for survival is not to make a moral judgment 
against their opponents. Nigeria’s troubles have 

- been due as much to Ibo shortcomings—culminat- 

ing in the monumental ineptitude of the Ironsi 
regime—as anything else. But, now that many 
more thousand deaths have been added to the 
30,000 civilians massacred in the North before 
‘the war, the Ibos have surely been punished 

. enough. A federal military victory is_ still 

possible, but only at the cost of even worse 
‘massacres. For the federation itself it would 
..court economic ruin, perhaps leaving parts of 


the economy in pawn to the Russians.. Moreover,: ~ 


the, hasic oplectine. of the , war, to. “tee Nigeria’ « 


' though the non-Ibos are at present divided. into, 


Enclosure to London A2&2e7 


all? 


one,” might be further away than ever. 

“victory” would probably be followed by ‘con-. 
tinued guerrilla resistance—and more bitter ‘tribal 
conflict than ever. 


Simply to let Biafra go is itself no guaranté 
of peace. Left free to re-equip its forces, it: ‘might 
eventually launch a new war to claim compensa: 
tion for past wrongs, or its share of federal assets... ‘ 
Similarly, the Middle Belt areas of the. on 
old Northern Region might fight to gain access 
to Port Harcourt. Nor is there any guarantee’ 
that the rest of the federation could stay peaee-: 
fully together. However, in a choice betwee 
evils, putting an end to the present costly! stale-:\}.n: 
mate would seem the better way. Biafra would’ ye, 
be viable, with oi] wealth to offset the immefse “7. * 
war damages and the influx of a million refugees: : 
Nor would her minority problems be insuperable, | 


pro- Biafra and anti-Biafra factions. 


In what would remain of Nigeria, the rine 
newly created States could hardly be unscrambled 
to re-form the three old Regions. Indeed thei 
number would be likely to be increased, ‘aft 
one or two additional Yoruba. States and a Kanu i, 
State have been carved out. Such a federation’ of’ 
perhaps twelve States, with a population - ‘of, 35 
million and a strong centre in Lagos, might. yet 
prosper. Its considerable wealth would include 
the known oil reserves of the Midwest and: per: 
haps others nearer to Lagos. And a close economic "i 
association with Biafra ‘would be in the obvious 
interest of both sides. Pen 

How can the war be stopped? Both sides 
still appear ready for talks only on their. own. 
terms. Hence the failure of efforts by the OAU to 
mediate, and other would-be mediators seem 
likely to fail for the same reason. [ The only’ 
effective pressure can come from those who 


upply arms to Keep the war going. Federal:},:. 
Te ee Oo “ 
vakia_ and Sudan, But Sar ATMs and_amimunt fs 


tion—whi ich matter aE Ast 


van] 


DE . ‘LASSIFIE. 0 | 


oe 


Pw [Nhs NARA Date _ 


Agatuority 


TAPS To PE mR 7 


1 WH (Smith) approved NRN 
d 
DEPARTMENT or State ‘1/19/68 (Kay Bir ae 


—RS/R FILES wastincron to lbafford) 
attention Betsua Drees RED 


eop this study togather, | January 18, 1968 


“IN REPLY REFER TO; 923 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
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P/C Subject: Reply of Nigerian Head of State to President's 


New Year Message 


A copy is enclosed of the telegram from Embassy Lagos 
transmitting the reply of General Gowon, Head of the Federal 
Military Government, to the President?s New Year message, 


The Departinent sSecmmadae that no reply be made, 
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LAUNCHERS»: 200 ROCKETS, - ‘SOME: HOME - “MADE ‘GRENADES AND ‘HUNDREDS 
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KILLED AND LARGE QUANTITIES ARMS AND. AMMO CipTURED INCLUDING TWO 
NEW "CAGED TEMPELA MORTARS ‘WITH BASE PLATES AND - BOMBS", AND AT 
UMUEZE ‘FIFTEEN REBEL. BOATS WITH REINFORCEMENTS WERE SUNKe 
STATEMENT “CONTINUES THAT REBELS ARE BEGINNING © To ‘RETREAT ‘FAST 

IN ‘THIS SECTOR, ‘ESTROYING BRIDGES AND CUTTING ‘TREES ACROSS 
ROADS. “REBELS NOW ATTACK USING CIVIL DEFENDERS WITH ‘CUTLASSES 
WHO .SURRENDER AT .SIGHT FEDERAL FORCES", MORALE. ‘OF FMG TROOPS 

Is- WEXCEEDINGLY HIGH" AND -ADVANCE ‘CONTINUES ACCORDING PLANe 


20 THIS FIRST WAR NEWS GIVEN ‘NIGERIAN PUBLTC FOR LONG TIME. 
ALL. NEWSPAPERS AND RADIO CARRIED REPOT JANUARY 180 ALL’ TOWNS 
ARE WEST ROUTE THREE (NSUKKA TO ENUGU) AND ARE LOCATED PRO= 
GRESSIVELY SOUTHWARD TOWARD ROUTE TEN (ONITSHAs AWKA)« DATT 
BELIVES LOCATIONS ANNOUNCED FIT IN WITH FRORABE TWO» ~PRONGED 
FESERAL DRIVE SOUTHWARD ‘ON SECODARY ROAD NET WITH: DUAL ‘OBJEC. 
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Be RADIO ‘BIAFRA ON ‘JANUARY 15 (CLAIMED THAT NIGERIAN ‘FORCES 
HAD BEEN REPULSED -AT -AGULERI ‘96 2ODEG96 S3DEG), ‘NORTH OF | 
ONITSHA ON: ‘THE ANAMBRA RIVER. TIME _CORRESPONDENT ALLEN GROSSMAN, 
WHO WAS IN ASABA NIGHT OF: JANUARY. 13 ‘REPORTED: ‘SOUNDS OF -HEAVY 
WEAPONS FROM GENERAL ‘DIRECTION ‘NORTH ‘OF ONTTSHAs INFORMATION 
a IN FMG RELEASE PREDATES ‘JANUARY 126 ‘SINCE ‘THEN EMBOFFS ‘HAVE IHEARD 
REPORTS FEDERAL TROOPS PENETRATED AWKAs BUT THIS ‘NOT CONFIRMED 
OR ANNOUNCED. DATT IS ‘REPORTING MIL TTARY INFORMATEON 
AVAILABLE IN MORE DETAILS« MATHEWS 
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FMG ISBEING STRENOUSLY PROMOTED BY "BIAFRA" AND APPEARS 

TO HAVE SO INFLAMED "BYAFRAN® CITIZENS THAT ATTACKS HAVE ‘BEEN 
MADE ON BRITISH OWNED ‘PROPERTY IN PORT ‘HARCOURT ‘JANUARY. 16 

RADIO BIAFRA REPORTED :DRo ‘EKEs ‘COMMISSIONER ‘FOR INFORMATION» 
ANNOUNCED ‘UK TROOPS LEFT LIVERPOOL BY SHIP “JAN® 60 EKE: SAED 

DAY’ TROOPS ENTER "BIAFRAN" ‘TERRITORYs "BIAFRA™ WILL TAKE | TT 

"THAT BRITAIN HAS DECLARED WAR ON BIAFRA® ‘THIS WILL ALSO 

MEAN THAT WAR HAS BEEN FURTHER INTERNATIONALIZED" AND ‘WILL 
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RESULT IN COMPLETE PHYSICAL DESTRUCTION" OF BRITISH ASSETS 
IN "BIAFRA". THEY WILL "JUST GO UP IN "FLAMES". 


2. BBC ‘CARRIED REPORT JAN» 17 PROFESSOR DIKE AND DRe PIS OK{TGBO 
HELD PRESS CONFERENCE IN LONDON AND ACCUSED HMG OF SENDING 
1g@@a TROOPS TQ HELP FMGe RBC CORRESPONDENT WHO ATTENDED — 
PRESS CONFERENCE SAID TWO MENs WHO SPOKE IN STRONG TERMS» 
APPARENTLY CONVINCED OF TRUTH: OF STORY.e BBC ALSO, SAID 

HMG PROMPTLY ISSUED VIGOROUS DENTAL e 


30 JANo 17 RADIO BIAFRA ANNOUNCED BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
DENIAL BUT REPEATED STORY AND ADDED THIS. NoT FIRST TIME BRITAIN 
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FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS MBU ‘HAS SENT LETTERS. T.9° SECGEN UN» 

VATICAN SECSTATEs SECGEN QAU AND ‘COMMONWEALTH ‘SECGEN 
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TO ‘HELP FMGo LAGOS PAPERS ‘QUOTE UNNAMED: SWrss. GOVT © 
atin SPOKESMAN AS SAYING ‘FOREIGNERS FORBIDDEN. ENGAGE. IN POLITICAL 
PROPAGANDA AND SWISS POLICE INVESTIGATING: ‘BREACH. OF LAW BY 
MOJEKWUe 


50 RADIO BIAFRA REPORTED ‘'JANe 18. THAT ‘ON ‘JAN 0 17 DEMONSTRATORS a. 
IN PORT HARCOURT NOT ONLY PROTSTED, ‘BRITISH. TNVOL VEMENT. - 

AND ALLEGED ‘DESPATCH ‘OF TROOPS BUT: ALSO. ‘BURNED. DOWN HEADQUARTERS 

OF ‘UNITED AFRICA :COMPANY KNOWN AS BIAFRA. ‘HOUSE BUILT 

AT COST ‘OF HALD MILLION: POINDS AND: ALSO. HEADQUARTERS | BUILDING 

OF ELDER DEMPSTER AGENCIES® ARMY: “AND POLICE UNITS. WHICH TRIFO 
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60 THIS HYSTERICAL CAMPAIGN AGAINST BRITISH REMINISCENT 
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WILTON WYNN, TIMESLIFE NEWS SERVICE, ROME, IN. KADUNA ON 
NIGERIA STORY» SAID HE NOT SURE WHAT KIND OF ARTICLE ON 
NIGERIAN SITUATION -HE AND GROSSMAN (LAGOS) WILL COME UP 
WITHe HE SAID ORIGINAL INTENT HAD BEEN To COVER ALLEGED 
GENOCIDE IN NIGERIA WHICH WAS IDEA OF TIP TIME-LIFE: 
OFFICIALS NEW YORK WHo» WYNN BELIEVES» WERE CONVINCED OF 


PAGE e RUTAKA 626KK C0 N F I DEN T IA L ; 
GENOCIDE, BY .BIAFRAN INFORMATION PEOPLE IN NEW YORKe ne 
saID WHILE NEW YORK MAY BELIEVE ‘THERE Is GENOCIDE STORY 
IN NIGERIA* HE AND GROSSMAN AGREE THIS NOT CASEe WYNN 
SAID THERE HAVE BEEN AND MAY BE FURTHER MASSACRES HERE 

BUT HE DOES NOT SEE EVIDENCE OF NOR ENVISION GEONCIDE. 

IN FACTs. HE FEELS PRESENT TIME NOT RIPE FOR GOOD STORY 
IN NIGERIA? 
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. le TWO RECENT REPORTS FROM KADUNA ‘SOURCES INDICATE GROWING 
BIAFRAN INTEREST IN END TO CTVIL WARe_ ‘WILTON WYNN (PROTECT 
SOURCE) TIME-LIFE NEWS SERVICE SAID HE HAD CONVERSATION IN 
KANO WITH AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL LAWYER REUBEN BLOOM (BLUM § 
WHO ‘HAS RECENTLY DEALT WITH BIAFRAN REPS IN CAMEROON ON 
SHEPPING AND RELATED QUESTIONSe BLOOM ‘REPORTED HE WAS 
STRUCK: WITH ‘CHANGE OUTLOOK Hts -BIAFRAN ‘CONTACTS AS ° COMPARED 
OPTYMISM FOUR MONTHS AGOc STAPRANS: NOW PESSIMISTIC AS ‘TO 


7 


Sm PAGE 2 RUTAKA 625KK CONF { DIE NST Toa L 
W SUCCESS THEIR CAUSE AND FEEL MUST CUT LOSSES BY SEEKING 
NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT .o 


ee LOCAL ‘BRITISH SOURCE WITH WIDE ‘CONTACTS IN EAST ‘CLAIMS 
BIAFRAN REPS IN LONOON PREDICT ‘WAR END BY MARCH 31. ‘DUE Ae 
SEVERE ECONOMIC -LOSSES BOTH SIDES AND SETTLEMENT WILL 4 

INVOLVE INTERNATIONAL OR THIRD .COUNTRY ‘FORCE IN EASE TO 
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INSURE TRUCE AND PROTECT IBQSe STILL NO INDICATION IN 
KADUNAs HOWEVER THAT NORTHERN LEADERS HAVE CHANGED 
INTENTION SEEK MILITARY VICTORY AGAINST REBELSe IN 

CONTRAST WITH GOWON'S DEADLINE FOR END WAR MARCH 31s HASSAN 
KATSINA RECENTLY STATED SQME ‘FUNCTIONS INTERIM ADMINISTRATIVE 
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SUBJ: BRITISH. VIEWS ON NIGERIAN CONFLICT 


te AFTER PROTRACTED PERIOD OF EDITORIAL RESERVE ON NIGERIAN 
QUESTIONS "GUARDIAN" “JANUARY 13 BROKE. ‘SLLENCE WITH LEADER 


ENTITLED "WILL BIAFRA SURVIVE AFTER ALL?"» EDITORIAL, 


PAGE @ RUDTCR BS7E CONFIDENTIAL 

WHICH BEARS STYLISTIC AND INTELLECTUAL IMPRINT OF PATRICK 
KEATLY* “"GUARDINA'S" ‘COMMONWEALTH CORRESPONDENT» ARGUES ‘THAT 
“PRESENT COSTLY STALEMATE" MIGHT BEST BE ENDED BY ACCEPTING 
EXISTENCE: OF BIAFRAS 


De "FEDERAL. MILITARY. VICTORY ‘IS STILL POSSTRLE"» SAYS 
"GUARDINA"s "BUT ONLY AT COST OF EVEN WORSE MASSACRES» FOR 


FEDERATION ITSELF IT WOULD, COURT ECONOMIC: ‘RUIN ‘PERHAPS 
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LEAVING PARTS OF ECONOMY IN PAWN TO RUSSIANS" ASSERTING 

THAT "NIGERIA'S TROUBLES HAVE BEEN DUE AS MUCH TO IBO | 

CHORTCOMINGS*s « sAS ANYTHING ELSE", EDITORIAL NEVERTHELESS | 

ARGUES THAT "IBOS: HAVE. BEEN. PUNISHED © ENOUGH". 

| FURTHERMORE». "BLAFRA WOULD Be VIABLE» WITH OIL. WEALTH 

TO OFFSET IMMENSE WAR DAMAGES AND INFLUX OF MILLION. 

REFUGEESe NOR WOULD HER MINORITY PROBLEM BE INSUPERABLE» 

THOUGH NON tBOS ARE AT PRESENT DIVIDED INTO PRO- BIAFRA 
AND | ANTI = BIAFRA FACTIONS"«. 


3. REST OF (NTPGERIA» INFORM oF FEDERATION OF PERHAPS 


PAGE 3 RUDTCR 5576 CONFIDENTIAL 
12 STATES (INCLUDING “ONE. OR TWO ADDITIONAL YORUBA STATES. 
AND A KANURT STATE") WITH POPULATION OF °35 MILLION», ‘STRONG 
CENTER IN LAGOS: AND KNOWN. OIL RESERVES IN MIDWEST "MIGHT 
YET PROSPER. "GUARDIAN" OBSERVES®* PAPER THEN CALLS ON 
BRITAIN TO PUT PRESSURE ON LaGOS TO NEGOTIATE WITH 1808 
ON BASIS ACCEPTANCE STATE OF BIAFRA» CONCLUDING AS FOLLOWS: 


«. QUOTES THE ONLY EFFECTIVE PRESSURE ‘CAN COME FROM THOSE 
ve SUPPLY ARMS TO KEEP WAR GOINGs- FEDERAL ‘JET PLANES HAVE 
COME FROM RUSSIA,» CZECHOSLOVAKIA. AND SUDAN. BUT ‘SMALL. ARMS 
AND AMMUNITEON*-WHICH MATTER MORE==COME FROM BRITAINe. 
BRITISH INTEREST HAS ALWAYS BEEN IN. STABILITY, SO ‘THAT 
COMMERCE MAY ‘FLOURISH AND. OIL MAY FLOWs ‘PROSPECTS FOR 
THAT NOW SEFM WORSE IF WAR DRAGS ON. ‘THAN IF. AN 
AUTONOMOUS RIAFRA LS: ALLOWED TO EXIST. "END QUOTE» 


Be FULL “TEXT BEING POUCHED «. 
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6* COMMENT? BRITISH ARE OF COURSE DISTURBED BY 

APPARENT INABILITY OF FMG TO. TAKE DECISIVE ACTION. AND 

BRING CONFLICT TO SPEEDY END. AT ONE TIME WHITEHALL ~ 

THOUGHT ‘THAT NEGOTIATIONS. MOST LIKELY TO OCCUR WHEN BOTH 
SIDES LOST: HOPE: OF MILITARY VICTORY ‘NOW, WITH INTRO 
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DUCTION OF MERCENARIESs IT LOOKS AS THOUGH MILITARY _ 
BALANCE WILL CONTINUE TO WORRLE BACK AND FORTHs CASUALTIES 
TO INCREASE, AND PROSPECT FOR SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS TO 
REMAIN REMOTE e 


7e MEANWHILE BRITISH HAVE RIT BY BIT EDGED INTO POSITION 
OF MORE OPEN SUPPORT FOR FMG MILITARY EFFORTs PURPORTING 
TO FOLLOW ‘SAME GUIDELINES ON MILITARY SUPPLY AS BEFORE 
(ROUGHLYs REPLACEMENTS AND SELECTED "DEFENSIVE WEAPONS RUT 
NOTHING THAT WOULD ESCALATE CNFLICT!) THEY HAVE GRADUALLY 
BENT THESE TO PERMIT MORE FORTHCOMING POLICY+ THUS» 
COMMONWEALTH OFFICE'S ERIC NORRIS (PROTECT) INFORMED US 
JANUARY 15 THAT BRITISH WERE PLANNING TO MEFT 

NEW FMG REQUESTS FCGR MORTARS (APPARENTLY TwO INCH BUT NOT 
THREE INCH) AND SARACEN APMORED CARS (FOR USE AS ARMORED 
PERSONNEL CARRIERS )° 


ZAGE § RUDTCR 5576 CONF ITDENTOXIAL 

8» FOR THESE AND OTHER REASONS WHITEHALL IN UNLIKELY 

TO FOLLOW “GUARDIANTS" ADVICE TO BRING PRESSURE ON FMG 

TO NEGOTIATE ON IBG TERMS» RATHER» BRITISH OFFICIALS 

HOPE THAT FEDERAL FORCES WILL SHOW MORE ENTHUSIASM FOR 
TAKING OFFENSIVE AND THAT ENQUGH FFFECTIVE MILITARY 
PRESSURE CAN BE FOCUSSED ON QJUKWU TO CONVINCE ‘HIM THAT 
IBO CAUSE WILL BE BETTER SERVED BY RESORT TO NEGOTIATIONS 
THAN TO WHITE MERCENARIES. 
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SUBJ: FRENCH MERCENARIES IN AFRICA 
REF: A) PARIS 8724 {NOTAL) 
%, i 
Ne, eee Hi 
@ PAGE @ RUFNCR 9994 CONF I NTIaAl : 
“6B PARIS 8998 (NOTAL) | b 
ae FRENCH PRESS HAD SUDDENLY AWAKENED AFTER LONG SLUMBER | 
TO INTERESTING POSSIBILITIES INHERENT IN FRENCH MERCENARY ACTIVITIES 
IN AFRICA AND ELSEWHERE* REF (A) REPORTED EARLIER EFFORT BY _ 
WEEKLY LE CANARD ENCHAINE IN THIS VEINe REF (B) REPORTED ARTICLE IN 
iS CONFIDENTIAL . 
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“JAN 1@ DAILY FIGARO ATTEMPTING ‘JUSTIFY PRESENCE OF ‘FRANCOPHONE 
MERCENARIES ON *"BIAFRAN* SIDE es. ADDITIONAL ARTICLES ON SAME GENERAL 
SUBJECT HAVE NOW APPEARED IN -DAILIES L* AURORE AND L'HUMANITE AND 
WEEKLY LYEXPRESS WHILE CANARD CONTINUED ITS COVERAGE ® 


Be L®*AURORE ARTICLE DATED JAN 12 DEVOTED PRIMARILY TO EXPLOITS OF 
COLONEL FAULQUES IN YEMEN OVER PAST FOUR YEARS BUT ‘CONCLUDES WITH 
SEVERAL PARAGRAPHS ON NEW UNDERTAKING BY FAULQUES AND. ‘COLONEL ‘DENARD 

IN'"BIAFRA" WHERE FORMER WILL AGAIN FIND HIMSELF "UNDER FIRE FROM 

SOVIET MIGS". 


3o0 L*HUMANITE IN ‘JAN {5 EDITION QUESTIONS DIFFERENCES SETWEEN 


PAGE 3 RUFNCR 9994 CONFIDENTIAL 

STATED FRENCH POLICY OF ‘NEUTRALITY IN NIGERIA AND CERTAIN ASSISTANCE 
TO "BIAFRA"s IT PASSES OVER. ‘COLONELS DENARD > AND. ‘FAULQUES WITH 
TRONIC: ‘COMMENT. ‘THAT ‘THEIR VISITS ‘TO PARIS - COULD HAVE NOTHING TO 00 
WITH THEIR "NEW OCCUPATIONS" AND ‘CONCENTRATES ON ILLEGAL TRANSFER 

OF AIR FRANCE CONSTELLATION F BGNE LOADED WITH ARMS AND 

AMMUNITION TO BIAFRA VIA PORTUGAL © (DAKAR 463» PARIS 2234 AND ‘SUBSE~ 
QUENT MESSAGES)> PLANE READIED. FOR TAKEOFF AT ORLY AUGUST_1T7 

FULLY LOADED WITH ARMS AND AMMUNITION, ‘VIOLATING ALL SAFETY ‘REGU* 
LATIONSe PILOT WAS FORMER ATR FRANCE PILOT LANGUILLAUME (KILLED 
OVER.LAGOS) WHO NO LONGER HELD VALIO PILOT¢s LICENSE AND WAS LEGALLY 
PROHIBITED LEAVE FRENCH SOIL BECAUSE OF PENDING. CRIMINAL INVESTI + 
GATION (PARIS 5497)« DESPITE THESE OBSTACLES, CONSTELLATION F 'BGNE 
TOOK OFF FOR LISBON AT 9643 AUGUST 17_LABELLED AS AIR FRANCE FLIGHT 
1937 AFTER INTERVENTIONS BY CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITIES. (SGAC) AND 
COURT LIFTED RESTRICTIONS ON PLANE AND ‘PILOT ‘WHO ‘QUALIFIED FOR ‘NEW 
LICENSE ‘DURING ‘FLIGHT OF AIR FRANCE 1937. To LISBON» ‘THANKS TO IN= 
FLIGHT ‘EXAMINATION GIVEN BY SPECIAL” TEAM FROM AIR ‘FRANCE « ARTICLE 
CONCLUDES ‘THAT WHILE AIR “FRANCE HAS CERTAIN RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
AFFAIR» PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY LIES WITH "CERTAIN ‘SERVICES ATTACHED 
TO PRESIDENCY OF REPUBLIC" WHOSE CONNECTIONS WITH ATR FRANCE MADE 
PUBLIC: ‘DURING 
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BEN BARKA AFFAIRe 

+e L'EXPRESS IN JAN 1521 EDITION HAS ARTICLE ON ABORTTVE -DENARD 
ATTACK ON KATANGAs SPOTLIGHTING TWO UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPTS BY GROUP 
OF ‘HIS MEN To RESCUE GODFRIED MUNONGO FROM PRISON ON ‘NIGHTS OCT :39 
AND 31STe ARTICLE REFERS TO PRESENCE SEVERAL FRENCHMEN JN ADNITION 
TO DENARD AND ‘SAYS PARIS WAS ORIGIN OF OPERATION BUT DOES ‘NAT -DERECTL 
Y 

CHARGE OFFICIAL FRENCH COMPLICITY» IT DOES ACCUSE "MAN FROM -PIDES" 
IN LISBONs REACHED THROUGH Ms LOMOT AT ‘TELEPHONE ‘NUMBER '362~75 14 

AS. TAKING CHARGE OF DENARD AND HIS MEN ONCE THEY REACHED PORTUGAL s 
AND MOVING THEM TO CONGO (K) BORDER» ARTICLE CONCLUDES WITH __ 
FAILURE OF DENARD FORAY AND ARRIVAL IN LUANDA FROM PARIS OF FA&ULQUES 
TO "PREPARE NEW OPERATION IN BIAFRA"e 


Se CANARD IN JAN 1@ EDITION SPECULATES THAT "BIAFRA"™ IS RUNNING | 
OUT OF ‘CASH AND THIS IS HINDERING RECRUITMENT MERCENARIES, JNCLIUDING 
DENARDe IMMINENT ‘COLLAPSE OF ‘SECESSION NOT, 'HOWEVER» ‘PLEASING TO 
EVERYONEe THIS IS TRUEs "AT THE ELYSEE, FOR EXAMPLE, WHERE ‘EVERY 
EFFORT ‘HAS BEEN MADE TQ-AID 


PAGE 5 RUFNCR 9994 C:ONF ID ENTIAL an 
DISCREETLY THE SECESSIONISTS"s FOCCART IS SAID TO HAVE Lost 
HIS LUCKY ‘TOUCH (SNIDE REFERENCE To ‘SOGLO AFFAIR). 


6e COMMENT: MOST INTERESTING THING ABOUT THESE ARTICLES is NOT 
THETR CONTENT» MUCH OF WHICH 'HAS BEEN KNOW FOR SOME.TIMEs AUT 
SUDDEN ‘CHORUS OF DAILIES AND WEEKLIES SINGING ESSENTIALLY SAME 
THEME. SUCH A SPATE Of PUBLICITY MIGHT MAKE_LIFE SOMEWHAT :UNCOM=. 
FORTABLE FOR Me “FOCCARTs ESPECIALLY IF IT ‘STIMULATES OCAM STATES TO 


CRITICIZE PRESENCE ‘OF FRENCH. MERCENARIES IN AFRICAe “HOWEVER, WHILE 


THERE IS AMPLE EVIDENCE IN ARTICLES ‘To AROUSE SUSPICIONS OF ‘COVERT 
FRENCH -BACKING FOR ‘MERCENARY OPERATIONS» THERE IS NOT “ENOUGH TO :SUR= 
PORT ANY DEFINITIVE CONCLUSIOQNSe MOST “STRIKING CASE IS CONSTELLATION 
AFFAIR ‘CITES BY HUMANITE BUT, AS WE HAVE NOTED» ‘FRENCH ‘UNOFFICIAL 
POLICY SEEMS TO HAVE SWUNG AWAY FROM "BIAFRA™ SINCE LAST FALL. 
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SUBJECT! UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATIONe DIA FOR 

DLACOs ‘CI NCSTRIKE FOR ‘STRU2- ‘C4 DA FOR ACSI e 


e FOLLOWING AVAIL FROM USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCES ARMY HQ AS OF- 
3 JAN 683 


Ae SECOND FED DIVISION SOURCES CONFIRM OPERATIONAL LINK UP BETWEEN 
MURITALE MUHAMMED'S SECOND DIVs NEWLY ARRIVED EAST CENTRAL STATE f 


PAGE @ RUTALS 5861,CC CONFIDENTIAL ne 
FROM MIDWEST VIA IDAHy WHERE BLK DIV CROSSED NIGER RIVER : Le 
COMMENCING 39 DECEMBER? AND MUHAMMED SHUWA'S FIRST DIV WHICH HAS 
OPERATED THIS FRON SINCE COMMENCEMENT HOSTILITIES @6 JULY 675 | 
EFFECTED EARLY THIS WEEKs DIV LIAISON OFFICER'S EXCHANGED AND f 
COMMO ESTABLISHED DIVISIONAL BOUNDARIES FOR NEW BUASE FED 
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OFFENSIVE ops ESTABLISHED ROUTE THREE: WHICH. MAIN ROUTE. SOUTH FROM 
MAKUROI THROUGH OTURKPOs NSUKKAs NINE MILES CURNERs ENUGUs AWGUs 
| UMAHIAs ABA AND TERMIATION PORT HARCOURTe LOGISTICAL BASE FOR 
BOTH DIVS MAKURDI WHERE :CUMPLEX HAS BEEN, EXPANDED TO MEET NEW 
i DEMANDSe ROUTE THREE WILL SERVE AS MAIN LINE COMMUNICATIONS 80TH 
DIVS* SECOND DIV ACTUALLY COMMENCED OPS APPROx P DECEMBER e 
(DATT. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH ‘SOURCES DID NOT SO STATE, IT BELIEVED 
FROM CONSIDERATION LIKELY MISSION BOTH DIVS AND TERRAIN INVOLVED» 
THAT MAIN AXIS ADVANCE SECOND DIV IN. INITIAL FHASE GPERATION MOST 
LIKELY BE FROM ADORU (@613N @719E)+ IF AND WHEN PROBABLE AWKA 
QBYECTIVE REACHED 
PORTIONS DIV LIKELY ‘TURN WEST TOWARD ONTISHA aND EAST TOWARD 
UDIAS IT KNOWN LONG STANDING FUNDAMENTAL GBJECTIVE FMG_ON 
NOB THERN: | FRONT HAS BEEN CONTROL MAIN LINE COMMUNICATIONS Lagos, 


PAGE 3 RUTALS $861CC CONF IDENT IAL 
SENTNs ONITSHA, AWKAs ‘UDI 4 ENUGUs ABAKALIKI+ UGOJAs IT ALSO 
RELIEVED FMG HAS’ SPECIALLY BUILT BAILEY BRIDGING FOR DESTROYED 
ONITSHA END NIGER BRIDGE STORED VICINITY ASABAe IMMEDIATE | 
GBVECTIVESFIRST DIV THIS TIME NOT YET CLEAR IFs Iw FACTS DIV 
1S TO MOVE IN COORDINATION SECOND DIV DRIVE* IF DIV DOES MOVE, 
HOWEVER, MOST LIKELY OBJECTIVE IS ABAKALIKI WITH POSSIBILITY | 
MOVES COULD EMBRACE MOVE SOUTH FROM ENUGU TOWARD AWGU }« SOURCES | 
REPORT REBEL FIFTY FOUR BRIGADE WITH HO OgIDI (W6u9N BeS1E) (EAST 
OF ONITSHA) WITH RESPONSIBILITY ONITSHAy AWKAs UDI LINE HAS 
COMMENCED REALIGNMENT ITS BNS -ELEVENs FOURTEEN, NINETEEN» TO. tf 
MEET DEVELOPING FEO SECOND DIV THRUSTe (OATT COMMENT? THIS ‘NEW 
FED MOVE ON NORTHERN FRONT BECOMES, IN EFFECT, CORPS TYPE 
OPERATION* TO DATE» HOWEVER, NO CORPS COMMANDER APPOINTEDs.. 
MATTER HAS BEEN DISCUSSED WITH HASSAN KATSINA WHO SEES NEED FOR 
SUCH COMMANDER, OR AT VERY LEASTs LOGISTICAL COORDINATOR .AT. 
MAKURDI, BUT APPARENTLY RULES HIMSELF OUT ON GROUNDS HE "TOO : : 
BUSY THIS TIMEe" ARMY AND GOWON APPARENTLY. HOPING OPERATIONS - 
WILL RUN SMOOTHLY DESPITE LACK CORPS COMMANDER FOR OVERALL 

| QPERATIONe SOME DIFFCULTY COULD BE ENCOUNTERED» HOWEVER» AS 

ve - PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN MUHAMMED AND SHUWA BELTEVED TO ee 
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ae 4 RUTALS 586/CC CONF ib EN TY at . 

ST ABOUT BARELY CORDIAL. iT POSSIBLE ALSOsg POWEVER, THAT LAGOS 
S OUNTING ON PROFESSIONAL RIVALRY BETWEEN TWO TO MOTIVATE EACH TO 
PEAK PERFORMANCE CRITICAL OPERATIONS AHE AU) 
Be CALARBARS COLONEL BEN AODKUNLES COMMANDER THi RO MARINE 
COMMANDO OLy STILL IN LAGOS AND STILL "SHOPPING FOR LITTLE MORE 
THIS AND LITTLE MORE THAT" (ALTHOUGH AUXTL TARY NNS KWaA RIVER 
DEPARTED LAGOS FOR CALABAR 1} Lagoa AND CHaARTEn VESSEL $s DIXCOVE 
DEFA RTED LAGGS FOR CALABAK 121 GaGA> BOTH HEAVILY LGADED ; 
TROGFS 806 ON DIXCOVE ALUNE~ AMMO, VEHICLES» SUPPLIES, ETC). 
IN LAGOS, AT HQe THIRO DIV REAR, TASK HAS BEC UNE SO COMPLEX THAT 
JOR FORMERLY HELD RY LTC IeBe Me HARUNA ALGNE OW BEING SPLIT IN 


THOs¢ LTC..A® Ae OCHEFUs RECUVERING FROM SEVERE. LEG wOUNDS RECEIVED 


EARLY CALABAR CAMPAISNs WILL COMMAND THIRG Div REAR (LOGISTICS AND 
AOMIN) WHILE HARUNA WILL ASSUME COMMAND N&W TACTICAL HO CALLED 


LAG OS DEFENSE BRIGADE WHICH WILE ENCOMPASS LOCAL WNITS. TO INCLUDE 


MAJOR JOE GARBA'S FEDERAL GUARD BNe (DATT NOT CERTAIN THIS POINT 
WHETHR LAGOS DEFENSE BRIGADE UNDER ‘COMMAND THIRD DIV, WHICH 
SEEMS UNLIKELY, BUT WILL CHECK THIS ONE OyT)e 

Ce BONNY: RF PAR 2 MY 0097 JAN a8! SOURCES. SAY JOINT OPERATION 
AGAINST DAWES ISLAND DESCRIBED REF PARAGRAPH wAS FED BN SIZED 
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OPERATIONe BN MOVED FROM 30aqmY ISLAND THROUGH OPOKO CHANNEL 

AND CREEK (YUST NORTH BONNY TSLAND COMPLEX ) TENCE NORTH THROUGH 
NETWORK CREEKS RUNNING NORTH PARALLEL To sUT EAST OF THE Mal 
BONNY CHANNEL* SURPRISE ACHIEVED THIS FASHION AND SEVERAL 


GROUPS REBEL FORCES ON WAY SOUTH TO BONNY FROM DAWES AMBUSHED «| 


IN SAME FACHION, SURPRISE ACHIEVED AT DAWES IJSELFe AS REPGRTEDs 
FEDS CLaim MANY RES CASUALTIESs CAPTURE LARGE AMOUNTS SUPPLIES 
AND ETCa AND DESCTRUCTION THREE RE@EL RIVER BuATSs EFFECT THIS 
OPERATION SAID TO HAVE MUCH EEDED EFFECT 2REAKING REB. PRESSURE | 
BONNY AND OF RAISING MORALE HARD PRESSED FED FIFTEENTH BRIGADE AT 
BONNY ‘UNDER COMMAND LTe JPOOLA AKINRINADE © SOURCES SAY THAT 
WEEKEND 6/97 JAN WAS ANOTHE® ("TOUGH TO AT BUNNY'e SITREPS AT 
ARMY HQ INDICATE ‘THAT .AT ONE POINT, FOLLOWING DEATH HIS SECOND IN 
COMMAND LTC Fede ‘ONIFADE( 1967 GRAD INF OFFICERS CAREER COURSE, 
BENNING), AKIWRINADE SO DESPERATE HE HE "MAY HAVE COME arase TO 
EOSiae HIS NERVE", ALTHOUGH ZKINRINADE ‘CAME "VERY CLOSE" 
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BEING RELIEVED - COMMAND» HE EVENTUALLY SUCCEEDED IN STABILIZING 
S]TUAT.ION AND REMAINS IN COMMAND ALTHOUGH BRIGADE NOW UNDER 
DIRECT CONTROL ADEKUNLE AND THIRD DIV CALABARs 
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2» NAVAL _ACTIVITYs . 

Ae IN ADDITION KWA RIVER ANG _DIXCOVE, REFE RREGi TO ABOVE, FOLLOWING 
DEPARTURES FROM AP APA "TO Sea" NOTEDt FRIGATE NIGERIA VIV8e@Ag 

LCT LOKOJA 1114@BA6 

Be. PATROL CRAFT OGOJA ARRIVED Lagos FROM sONNY silage. 


MISCELLANEQUS# 
¢ HEAVIEST RECRUITING EVER NOTED HAS BEEN TAKING PLACE BONNY 
CAMP» VICTORIA ISLAND, LAGOS » OVER LAST THREE DAYSe |. 
Be LTCOLONELS CeOe ROTIMIy GMG NIG. ARMY$ AND ieBee HARUNA, 
FORMER CHIEF _ORONANCES BOTH INVOLVED IN PURCHASES FED ARMS, 
AMMO AND EQUIP EUROPE IN PASTSACCONPANIED BY MAJOR LALs 
INDIAN ARMY AMMO/ORD OFFICER SECONDED TO NIGEXIAN ARMY$ | | 
DEPARTED LAGOS FOR CONTINENT 1@ JAN TINE RARY BELIEVED INCLUDE 
SWITZERLAND, SPAINO GERMANY, POSSIBLY FRANCEs AND Ueke GPa3e 
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Le AT DEGAULLE'S ‘RECEPTION AT ‘ELYSEE “JAN 1g ECONMIN SPOKE er 

TO: ‘JORDANS CHIEF OF GENERAL AFFAIRSsECONOMIC DIVISION» FONOFFs 
ABOUT CHAUVEL ARTICLE IN ‘THE FIGAROs ‘JORDAN REACTED ‘FORCEFULLY 
WITH “FLAT DENIAL ‘THAT FRENCH GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING POLICY ‘FAVORING 
"BIAFRAN" REBELLIONe FURTHER HE SAID ‘ERAP/SAFRAP BEING 

GOVERNMENT CONCERN CLEARLY COULD NOT ‘FOLLOW POLICY INDEPENDENT 
OF. GOVERNMENTe ‘HE’ SAID FIGARQ ARTICLE WAS: "INACCURATE . AND !UNTRUE" 
AND. NGTED ‘THAT FIGARO LINE HAS BEEN ‘CONSISTENTLY IN FAVOR OF 
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"BIAFRA"s ‘HE COMMENTED THAT FRENCH GOVERNMENT DOES NOT RPT NOT 
CONTROL PRESS BUT MUST SUFFER ‘CONSEQUENCES OF PRESS DISTORTIONS + 


Ze ‘ECONMIN ASKED - ‘JORDAN WHAT DECISION SAFRAP HAD FINALLY 
TAKEN -ON QUESTION OF AUGUST ']5 ‘ROYALTY AND RENT PAYMENTS DUF 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT * JORDAN REPLIED ‘HE DID NOT KNOW BUT THAT 
SAFRAP OFFICIALS ‘ENJOYED GOOD RELATIONS WITH FEDERAL OFFICIALS 
AND WISHED CONTINUE THEMe 


Bs HE SALD SAFRAP WAS IN SERTOUS POSITION S{NCE ALL iTS 
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PRODUCING ‘CONCESSIONS WERE LOCATED IN EASTERN REGION AND ‘THEREFORE 
CONTROLED.. BY "BIAFRANSe FURTHERMORE FEDERAL OCCUPATION -OF RONNY 
OIL. TERMINAL “HAD ‘COMPLETELY HALTED ALL ‘SAF RAP SHIPMENTS SINCE 
LAST SUMMER» CONTRARY TO ‘CHAUVEL 'S SUGGESTION’ THAT ‘ERAP/SAFRAP 
WORKING AGAINST SHELL /BP>. BOTH ‘COMPANIES WERE IN SAME BOAT» 

HE (COMMENTED THAT GULFs ONLY AMERICAN ‘PRODUCERs HAD BEEN VERY 
LUCKY IN HAVING ITS EXPORT TERMINAL - AND © PRODUCING AREAS IN 

MID WEST AND UNDER CONTINUOUS FEDERAL CONTROL. HE ‘SAID LACK ‘OF 
NIGERIAN. PRODUCTION “HAD BEEN PARTICULARLY FELT TIME - ARAB= ISRAELI 
WAR LAST SUMMER AND STILL WOULD BE MOST (USEFUL IF TT COULD RE 
GOTTEN ‘BACK INTO: ‘PRODUCTION. 


COMMENTt JORDAN IS- BRUNET#S RIGHT= HAND MAN] ON INTERNATIONAL 

OIL’ QUESTIONS AND HAS BEEN THE ‘KEY FIGURE IN FRENCH ‘MANEUVERS TO 
REPLACE BRITISH» AMERICANS AND DUTCH IN IRAQ. OIL PICTUREo 

AL THOUGH HIS COMMENTS REFLECT STANDARD ‘QUAT LINE ON NIGERIA: 
THERE IS ALWAYS POSSIBILITY THAT RIGHT ‘HAND MAY NOT (KNOW WHAT 
LEFT HAND IS .DOINGe , 
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le IN VIEW GROWING EMOTIONAL ANTI=MERCENARY, ATTITUDE HEREs. 
WHICH NOW ENHANCED BY FMG PUBLICITY MERCENARY ALLEGEDLY SHNT 
ON CALABAR FRONTs BELIEVE WE HAVE SPECIAL OBLIGATION WARN ‘Pos 
TENTIAL TRAVELLERS TO WAR ZONE ON EITHER SINE OF CONSIDERABLE 
ug AND INCREASING DANGER THAT THEY MAY BE TAKEN FOR MERCENARY, 
lie, WITH CONSEQUENCES WE HAVE SEEN IN RECENT INCEDENTSe 
~ MATHEWS 
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AND. WESTERN NEWSPAPERS CONTINUED. TODAY" WITH RESPONSE. JANUARY” iT 
“DAN ZAKI, "POST" ARTICLE BY "OMO WEST -WHICH:.HEANS "SON: OF: THE.’ 
CARRIED IN (80TH. AG. LEANING | ‘TRIBUNE" AND) WESTERN:.GOVERNMENT > 
QWNED "DAILY | ‘SKETCHs" YESTERDAY. I WAS INFORMED “THAT: LATEEF 
JAKANOE SWAS WRITING “THIS. ARTICLES 
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Je EMBASSY NOTES PARA SIX REFTEL REPORTS NY TIMES -CORRES= 


ty 
. s - - on men v i 
PONDENT GARRISON PLANNING ‘TRIP TO "BIAFRA™” THES -MONTH. | fe 


Go EMBASSY WISHES POINT OUT POTENTIAL ‘DANGER TO AMCITS a 
TRAVELLING IN AREA WHERE USG CAN PROVIDE No RPT NO PROTEC- 
TIONs EMBASSY HAS PUBLICLY ADVISED AMCITS NOT RPT ‘NOT 
TRAVEL FORMER EASTERN REGION. 


30 IN ADDITION FOREGOING CONSIDERATIONS» DATT REPORTED 
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CONCERNING WHITE MERCENARIES AND HE BELIEVES ANY EUROPEANS 
FALLING INTO HANDS FMG TROOPS WILE UNDOUBTEDLY BE TREATED 
"RATHER RUTHLESSLY IN ATTEMPT SET PATTERN FOR TREATMENT TO 
BE METED OUT OTHER MERCS CONTEMPLATING ‘COMING ‘TO ‘BIAFRA'". 

WE KNOW FMG TROOPS IN FIELD ARE HIGHLY SUSPICIOUS “STRANGE 
EVROPEANSs AND HAVE Hap PREVIOUSREPORTS SIMILAR SUSPICIONS 
EXIST AMONG "BIAFRAN" MILITARY AND CIVIL DEFENSE ‘PERSONNEL o 


4o PERHAPS GARRISON COULD GET INTO BIAFRA ON REBEL © ARRANGED 
FLIGHT VIA SAG TOMEs> BUT EMBASSY Has REPORTS PORT HARCOURT 
ALRFIELD HAS BEEN GIVEN BAD POUNDING BY NIGERYAN AIR ‘FORCE. 
AND AREA IS VERY INSECURE o La ‘VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE GET INTO 
BYAFRA OVERLAND FROM CAMEROON BECAUSE FMG ARMY ‘CONTROLS 

ROAD FROM MAMFE TO CALABAR AS WELL AS ‘ROAD TO IKOMe BRITISH 
CONSUL: BUEA TOLD POL ‘COUNSELOR JANo 8 HE HAS NO CONTACT WITH 
BRITISH REMAINING IN BIAFRA RECAUSE NIGERIAN ARMY ‘HAS 
EFFECTIVELY ‘CLOSED CAMEROON BORDER TRANSIT POYNTSe 


Se IN THIS SITUATION, BELIEVE ‘EMBASSY PARIS SHOULD INFORM 
‘GARRISON OF EMBASSY°’S CONCERN FOR ANY AMCIT THINKING OF 
TRAVEL IN "RIAFRA"s DESPITE HIS MANY FRIENDS YN THE AREAe 
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6° DEPT MAY WISH INFORM GARRISON’S EDITORS OF DANGER 
SENDING CORRESPONDENT TO EASTs EVEN ONE AS WELL «DISPOSED 
TOWARD "BIAFRA" AS GARRISONe 
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O37 20 "BOTH THE NIGERIAN FEDERAL “GOVERNMENT AND BIAFRA ARE NOW 
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| USING SO MANY MERCENARTES THAT THEIR CONFLICT HAS ‘BECOME A 

4 NEUROPEAN CIVIAL WARs" THE PARIS NEWSPAPER LE FIGARO WROTE TODAYe 
IN A DESPATCH FROM A CORRE SPQNDENT, Me ‘JEAN. FRANCOIS CHAUVE] » 

WHOHAS -JUST VISITED NIGERIA» THE NEWSPAPER SAID! "FOR ‘THE 
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HATRICIDAL: CONFLICT BETWEEN 

AFRICANS INTO A EUROPEAN CIVIAL WARM THE ‘NEWSPAPER ADDED: 
"ALL. THE NATIONS OF THE OLD CONTINENT ARE REPRESENTED IN THE 
TWO CAMPSs WITH. A PREPONDERANCE: OF.’ ENGLISH.» SPEAKERS ON THE 
FEDERAL SIDE AND FRENCH. ‘SPEAKERS ON THE BIAFRAN SIDE THE 
MERCENARIES, ‘ON THE. RIAFRAN STOE ARE MUCH FEWER". THE 
NEWSPAPER CLAIMED THAT FEDERAL MIGS WERE BEING FLOWN BY 
EGYPTIANS ANDTHERE WERE ALSO BRITISH AND SQUTH AFRICAN 
PILOTS ON THE FEDERAL SIDE RECRUITED INDIVIDUALLY BY A 
BRITISH MERCENARY OFFICER, COLONEL PETERS» THE NATIONALITIES 
OF... THE MERCENARIES ON EITHERSIDE REFLECTED THE INTERESTS 
LYING BEHIND THE. "WAR OF PRINCIPLES" IN NIGERIA. BRITISH 


OLL COMPANIFSs FOR ONE, WERE WORRIED» PARTICULARLY SINCE | 
THE "ARE ALREADY: IN DIFFICULTY IN IRAQ"s THE NEWSPAPER SAID. 
"LONDON'S POSITION AT THE TIME OF THE ISRAELI-ARAR CONFLICT 
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IN NIGERIAN CIVIL WARe {FIGARG* HAS - ‘REEN © -STRONG AND CONSTSTENT 
BACKER OF RFRELLIOM SINCE BEGINNINGe} REFERRING TO PRESENCE 
MERCENARIES ON BOTE SIDES: CHAUVEL NOTES "OREPONDERANCE OF 
ANGLOPHONES ON FEDERAL SIDE aND OF FRANCOPHONES AMONG BIAFRANS 
THIS CLEAVAGE OF NATIONALITIES REFLECTS "THAT OF “THE: INTERESTS. 
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SHELL AND BP WHICH “AT BEGINNING OF WAR COUNTED ON RaPID VICTORIES 

aY FEDERAL FORCES TODAY " FIND THEMSELVES. MORE COMMITTED TO 
CEDERAL SIOF THAN THEY WISHED" THE BIAFRANS "NOW TURN TAWARD 
ZRANCEs THE OTHER PARTY ON THE PETROLEUM MAPKET THROUGH ERAP 

AND ITS NIGFRIAN AFFILIATE SAFRAPo"™ THE FRENCHs “MORE PRIDENTe 

RAVE REFRAINED FROM INTERVENTNG IN THIS QUAPREL UP TO NOWs wHICH 

HAS PERMITTED THEM TO KEES INTACT THEIR POSSISILITIES IN BATFRA® 

THIS 1S INOFED WHAT TROUBLES THE ENGLISP COMPANIES» ALREADY PLACED 

oe 4. IN DIFFICULTY EN IRAQ BY DOS{TTION OF LONDON AT TIME OF ARAB= 

fo le TSRAELI CONFLICTs WHICH HaS CAUSED THEM TO LOSE THEIR TRADITIONAL 

DOS;TION IN MOSGPOTAMTA TO THE BENEFIT OF PARTS» WHICH HAS VjuaT 
SIGNED SUBSTANTIAL AGREEMENTS WITH BAGHDAD .™ 
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COMMENT LIKE ALL FIGARO REPORTERS WHO HAVE WRITTEN ON NIGERIA 

CHAUVEL 1S STRONGLY PRO-IBO AND IS REPORTED ABOUT TO RETURN 
TO "BTAFRA" TO MAKE MOVIE* TONE OF ARTICLE SQUNDS LIKE ATTEMP] 

TO JUSTIFY PRESENCE FRENCH MERCENARIES FIGHTING ALONGSIDE IROS» 


NEW AND INTERESTING ANGLE IS HIS STATMENT AROUT POSITION ERAP/ 


SAFRAP WHICH, IF TRUE» COULD EXPLAIN ONE SQURCE OF FUNDS FOR 
fo METAFRA™e We HAD BEEN UNDER IMPRESSION SAFRAP HAD GIVFN UP KOPE 
— ‘GE DOING BUSINESS WITH "BIAFRA"s NOW GR IN FUTUFE BUT THIS MAY 

ne NOT BE SO» REFORE FCOLING AROUND HERE (WITH PEOPLE WHO MANAGED 


ERENCH POLICY SWITCH ON IRAQ) WE ARE INTERESTED IN WHAT LAGOS 


UNOWS ABOUT CHAUVEL STATEMENT OF SAFRAP POSTTION® WHAT COMPANY 
i” GOVERNMENT MIGHT BE ONE INDICATOR® 
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IN LAGOS» 


lo EIGHT “OF EIGHTY- ‘ONE POLICE WHO GAVE JHEMSELVES UP TO 
: FEDERAL FORCES». AFTER ESCAPING ‘FROM REBEL= HELD AREAS IN 
| FORMER -EASTERN REGIONs WERE INTRODUCED » AT PRESS CONFERENCE 
JANUARY. 180 | INFO. MEDIA HERE PLAYING UP POLICE OFF TLCERS * 
REPORTS 20F "FAMINE FEAR AND DISTRESS" IN REBEL=HELD AREASe 


‘Be ALL ‘EIGHTY- ONE “APPARENTLY NON-IBOS. AL THOUGH THEY NOT 
ALLOWED GIVE THEIR: NAMES OR PLACES OF ORIGIN TO CORRESPON= 
DENTS o EIGHT ON DISPLAY SAID_IN ANSWER » ‘QUESTIONS THAT 
REBELS MISTREATING ‘MEMBERS MINORITY TRIBES IN- "BIAFRA"» 
NOE THAT QJURHU “HAD NEVER TRUSTED MINORITIESe 


34 POLICEMEN “ALSO CLAIMED "SOME" OF "BIAFRA'S" WHITE 


PAGE 3" RUTALS: “S8G4CC CONF TDENTIAL LIMITED OFFICIAL ‘USE 
MERCENARIES WERE CAMPED AT TEACHER TRAINING, COLLEGE AT 
OWERRI AND ARE TRAINING "BIAFRAN" MILITARY« 


4o AFTER BEING INTERROGATED, .AND PRESUMABLY INVESTIGATED 
AS TO ‘THEIR FULL LOYALTY 10 FMGe ‘THEY ,. ARE NOW BEING RETURNER 
TO FULL ‘DUTY AS MEMBERS: NIGERTAN POLICE FORCEs — 


So WHILE ‘UNCRITICAL LOCAL PRESS MAY “HAVE BEEN ‘OVERENTHUS- FS 
ITASTIC IN “PLAYING UP HOW BAD ‘CONDITIONS ARE IN "BIAFRA"»s IT i 

STILL IMPORTANT THAT POLICE DID RETURN TO ‘FMG SERVICE 

VOLUNTARILY AND THAT THEY HAVE BEEN PUBLICLY REINSTATED. 
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A MEMBASSY LONDON 2608 2x6 
AMEMBASSY PARIS. 726° e 
AMEMBASSY “YAOUNDE 971 
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Uimots 1S a 

<a oe 
SUBYJ3 OUUKWU'S PLAN TO ESCAP= FROM -BIAFRA 


Ie WHILE ‘ON HOLIDAY TRIP TO CLIMB MTs CAMEROON, PGLITICAL 
COUNSELOR CALLED ON ERITISH AND NIGERIAN ‘CONSULS AT BUEAs 
WEST CAMEROON. BRITISH CONSUL ON JANUARY s SAID HIS INFORMA= 
TION INDICATES NIGERIAN ARMY EFFECTIVELY CONTROLS TRANSIT 
POINTS FROM EASTERN NIGERIA INTO CAMEROON, THEREFORE» CONSUL 
HAS NOT HAD ANY CONTACT "FOR WEEKS" WITH. OVER 169 BRITISH 
CITTZENS -STILL’ LIVING IN "BIAFRA"* HE ALSG COMMENTED THAT 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 5795CC S EC R-E-T 
WHILE SEVERAL THOUSAND REFUGEES FROM BLAFRA WENT INTO ‘CAMEROON 
DURING EARLY PERIOD “OF CHVIL WAR? VERY FEw_HAVE GtuiNE RECENTLY 


AND ‘THAT CAMEROON GOVERNMENT Is HANDLING iTS. RELATIONS WITH NI~ 


GERIA AND PROBLEMS POSED 8Y BIAFRA VERY ASTUTELY + 
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2e NIGERIAN ‘CONSUL: ABDULLAH, WHOM POL COUNSELUR H:D KNOWN 
WHEN IN LAGOS OVER‘A YEAR AGGs WAS FRIENDLY AND TALKATIVE 

ON JANUARY 96 Most INTERESTING POINTS IN aBDULLAH'S COMMENTS 
FOLLOW: 


Ae ABDULLAH ‘ASSERTED WITHOUT EQUIVOCATION THAY NIGERIAN 
ARMY CONTROLS ROAD FROM BORDER AT EKANG ALL THE WaY TO 
CALABARe HE SAID THAT LAST WEEK HE HAD ORTVEN IN LAND» 
ROVER FROM MAMFE IN CAMEROON AS FAR AS OBAN (ORTHEAST 

OF CALABAR), TALKED WITH WIGE RIAN ARMY PERSONSEL THERE, 

AND RETURNED TO MAMFEe EAXLY IN JANUARY HE HAG ALSO DRIVEN 
ON OTHER BRANCH OF -RAGD FROM MAMFE. ACROSS NIGERTAW BORDER | 
TO tKOM WHERE HE ‘TALKE QO wiTH NIGERIAN ARMY UFFICERS AND RE} 
TURNED TO CAMEROON. 


Be ABDULLAH SAID PRESSURES ON OWUKU HAD INCREASED so 
MUCH ‘THAT HE HAD PLANNED To ESCAPE FROM aLAFRA AwOUT JAN o le 
ABDULLAH, WHO HAS NETWORK OF INFORMANTS AMONG IBOS AS WELL. 


AGE 3 RTALS ‘5795CC SEC ET Le _— 

AS OTHER NIGERIANS. IN CAMERGON, CLAIMED THAT ARRANGEMENTS 

HAD BEEN MADE FOR OJUKWU.TO ESCAPE AS FOLLOWS; FROM 

AFIkPO HE NOULD CROSS INTY AREA SOUTH OF GBUBRA AND Go TO 

EKANG ON CAMEROON aoRDER FRO WHERE CAR WOULD TAKE ‘HIM TO_. 

MAMFE« THEN HE WOULD TO GO DOUALA WHERE 8GAT WAS WAITING TO 

TAKE HIM TO SAD TOMEs ASDULLAK SAID HE "SIGNALLED LAGOS” ABOUT 

THIS AND ASKED FOR .INSTRUCTIONS+ FMG_REPLY WAS TO ADVISE CAMEROON 
AUTHORITIES TU "CLOSE THIER EYES" AND LET QUUKWU ESCAPE. UNFORTUNATELY» 


ABDULLAH SAIDs, QUUKWU, BECAME SUSPICIOUS --PRESUMASLY BECAUSE TOO 
MANY ‘PEOPLE KNEW ABOUT ARRANGEMENTS=*AND DID OT LEAVEs WHEN 

ASKED WHY OJUKWU SHOULD GO TO TROUBLE OF _dVERLAND ESCAPE THROUGH 
CAMEROON WHEN HE COULD USE. PLANE DIRECTLY FROM BIAFRA TO SAO TOME, 
ABDULLAH CLAINED. THAT AIRFIELD AT PORT HARCOURT HAD BEEN BADLY 
DAMAGED BY BOMBING. MOREOVERs . HE. POINTED OUT THAT OJUKWU COULD 

NOT AFFORD To 3E RECOGNIZED aT DEPARTURE POINT SUCH AS_PORT HaR- 
COURT WHERE MANY BIAFRAN. MILITARY LOCATED. FOR SAME REASON OJUKWU 
O10 NOT WANT TO LEAVE BOUALA 8Y AIR BECAUSE OF DANGER OF RECOGNI= 
TION AT. AIRPORT 


ie s oe SECRET 


} atta: ity Pi 


ses 


: Department of State Tel EGRAM 


SECRET 
PAGE 93 LAGOS 85795 1121342 


30 een (CLAIMED THAT BECAUSE PRESSURE AGAINST OJUKWU 
WERE INCREASING SEVERAL BIAFRAN ARMY AND POLICE OFFICERS HAD 
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SEEN EXECUTED BY FIRING SaUADS RECENTLYe 4@QUL.LAH SEEMED GENERALLY 
WELLe INFORMED MENTIONING, FOR EXAMPLE, THaT BLAFRANS HAVE BUILT 
SMALL EMERGENCY AIRSTRIPS AT PLACES NEAR GWERAT AMD UMUAHTA 

aY USING LEVEL STRETCHES UF PAVED ROAD AND CLEARING BUSH AROUND 
THEMo 


ha COMMENT’ EMBASSY HAS NO INFORMATION TO CONFIRM ASDULLAHTS 
REPORT OF QUUKWU FE 5 PL aN TO ESCAP ‘Ee SUCH «HE auc (DGEs OF COURSE, 
WOULD BE HELD YERY CLOSELY BY FEW NIGERIANS WHO MIGHT KNOW ABOUT 
[Te EM3ASSY SUSPECTS THAT ONLY REASON WHICH WOULD DRIVE OJUKWU. 
TO ESCAPE WOULD BE FEAR OF ASSAS sSINATION oR OF SIGNIFICANT REVOLT 
AMONG STAFRAN TROOPS+ ABDULLAH IMPLIED SITUATION INSIDE 8IAFRA 
GETTING | QUITE BAD, SUT EMBASSY IS NOT IN POSITION ASSESS ACCURACY 
HIS STATEMENTS. 
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IN VIEW RUMORS RAMPANT LAGOS MORNING 13 JAN AS TO FACT FNG 
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SOURCES ARMY HEADQUARTERS» 
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Ac COMBAT PaTROL FEDERAL THIRD MARINE COMMANDO DIL¥ CALARAR EN 12 JAN 


[ ACTION 


PARROT ISLAND {@449N @B17F} SQUTH OF CALBAR ano EAST OF 


Authority: L 


py fi MARA Date _| 
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| PAGE @2 JtiSs3ez 
| BRON IN CROSS,.RIVER CHANNEL AMBUSHED REREL PATROL ON YSLAND. ALL 
MEMBERS OF PATROL KILLED RY FEDERAL FIREs ee - 
Be AMONG THOSE KILLED WaS WHITE MALE DRESSED iN BYIAFRAN MILTTARY 
UNE EORMo ; . ; ; 
Co ONLY DOCUMENTTION THAT DATY SOURCES WOULD IDENTIFY THTS _ 
POINT WAS ™ MAP OF CALABAR RIVER PRINTED TN FRENCH CARRIED 7N 
POCKET WHYTE MERCENARY KILLED@e ; 
Do NO FURTHER DETAILS THIS POINTs BUT BECAUSE STATUS OF DATT 
SGURCE AND PAST RELIABILITY DATY ACCEPTS Ag FACT SUCH A WHITE 
BOSY IN POSSESSION FMG LAGOS. 
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R 1018252 JAN 68 SN 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 


TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1957 
INFO AMEMBASSY. LAGOS 331. 


See ReT LONO'P 5377, 
LIMDIS=NOFORN | nt 
REFs LONDON'S .asige” 


SUBJ? NIGERIA! PEACE EFFORTS OF COMMTNWEALTH SECRETARIAT 


le "ARNOLD. SMITH AND YAW ANUs SYG AND DEPUTY . SYG OF COMMONS 
WEALTH SECRETARIATs« FILLER Ug IN JANUARY 9 ON THEIR EFFORTS 

oa TO GET PEACE TALKS STARTED IN NIGERIAs SMITH PREFACED HTS: 
 e REMARKS BY SAYING THAT. EMBARRASSING LEAK TO FMG OF STATUS 
‘%, OF CS INITIATIVE HAD OCCURED IN DECEMBERs IT HAD SEEN 

ATTRIBUTED TO US OR BRITISH SOURCE. FOR THIS REASON SMITH 


PAGE @ RUOTCR 5377 SECRET 
URGED THAT aLL INFO ON CS EFFORTS BE ‘CLOSELY HELD AND 
TREATED aS NOFORNe+ (WE CANNOT ASSESS VALIDITY OF ‘SMITH'S 
FEAR THAT LEAD MAY HAVE COME FRO US SOURCE, BUT ‘URGE 
THAT HIS AND ADU'S VIEWS BE ‘TREATED WITH DISCRETION AND 
“a, NOT DISCUSSED OUTSIDE us OFFICIAL CIRCLES* SMITH ‘HAS 


BEEN EXTREMELY CANDID AND HELPFUL IN KEEPING ‘US UP TO 
‘DATE ON HIS EFFORTS AND WE WOULD NOT LIKE CHANNEL - TO DRY UP. 


2@e SMITH SAID THAT IBO REPRESENTATIVESs MOJFKWU 
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AND DIKE» RETURNED TO LONDON AFTER CHRISTMAS AND 

HELD FURTHER TALKS WITH CS* THEY SAID IN 

PRINCIPLE OJUSWU AND OTHER. TRO LEADERS WERE WILLING’ 

TO HAVE THEM DISCUSS NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT WITH: SMITH) 
BUT SUGGESTED SMITH AND CS WORK OUT GENERAL LINES OF 
COMPROMISE SETTLEMENT WHICH WOULD THEN’ RE pYSCUSSED 
SEPARATELY WITH BOTH SIDESe IN OTHER WORDS, THEY: 

WERE NOT WILLING TC TAKE INITIATIVE IN PROPOSING 

AREAS OF COMPROMISE RUT WOULA UNDERTAKE TO aTAIN 
REACTION OF IRO LEADERSHIP Th PROPOSALS MADE BY CSe. 
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3° SMITH HAN COGITATED ABOUT THIS OVER HOLIRaYSs iT 
PUT CS IN DIFFICULT POSITTON, WITH RESPONSIBILITY BUT 
NOT POWER OF COMPULSORY ARBITRATION® IT MIGHT BE NO 
MORE THAN STALLING TACTIC BY TROS* AT LENGTH, AND 
DESPITE THESE DISAUVANTAGES+ SMITH DECTOED THAT: 
PROPOSAL WAS BETTER THAN NOTHING AND CS WOULD PUT 
TOGETHER PACKAGE (LOQSELY PACKED) WHICH COULD BE 
PRESENTED INFORMALLY TO BOTH SIDES« AT WORST THEY 
WOULD REJECT PACKAGE» AT REST THEY MIGHT BEGIN 
TALKING ABOUT ITe 


4e SINCE CH@ISTMAS SMITH HAS ALSO TALKED WETH FMG RFP 
AYIDA WHO SAID GOWEN STILL FAVORED NEGOTIATED SETTLE 
MENT* SMITH FEARED HOWEVE® THAT FMG POSITION WOULD 
HARDEN IF SOME PROGRESS IN GETTING TALKS STARTED WAS 
NOT MADE SOONe AS MATTERS STANDs FMG WOULD PRESUM-} 
ABLY BE WILLING TO GIVE SMITH ITS CONSIDEREN VIEWS ON 
PACKAGE SETTLEMENT TO RE PROPASED BY CS. 
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5% SMITH AND HIS STAFF ARE NoW WORKING ON ‘CONTENTS © OF 
PACKAGE* THEY HOPE TO HAVE SQMETHING TO Diseuss: 
WITH reps AND FMG SOON’ THEY ARE AWARE eat INTRODUCT HOW, 
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OF MERCENARIES INTO EAST» WITH ATTENDANT POSSIBILITY 
THAT FIGHTING WILL ESCALATE» MEANS THERE I§ NO TIME TO 
BE WASTEDs 
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pve UDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATION 
DIA FOR 
DIACOs CINCSTRIKE FOR STRU2-C% DA FOR ACSI. 


le COLONEL ReAo Meo ADEKUNLE » SCHEDULED DEPART LAGOS FOR RETURN 
CALABAR AREA @9 JANe STILL IN LAGOS 19 JAN SUPERVISING LAST MYNUTE 
DETAILS CONNECTED WITH LOADING NAVAL CHARTER VESSEL DIXCOVE 

(SEE PAR 3Bzs MY @@25 JAN $8} CURRENTLY UNDER WAY APAPA WHARFS« 
VESSEL SCHEDULED SAIL FOR CALABAR ti JAN WITH LARGE CARGO AMMA 

(TO INCLUDE BOMBS }s EQUIPMENT £ INCLUDING ‘TRUCKS ON DECK)» AND JET 
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FULE IN DRUMSe POSSIBLE ADEKUNLE WILL RETURN -ON DIXCOVE « 
ADEKUNLE HAS DEFINITE ORDERS INITIATION NEW OPERATION FROM 
CALABAR AREA CODED "QPERATION SEA LION*e {ALTHOUGH THERE SOME 
SPECULATION ON PART SEVERAL SOURCES OPERATION MAY INVOLVE MOVE 
NORTH FROM CALABAR AIMED AT KOT OKPORO ON cross RIVER 

(@525N OBO4E}s DATT OF OPINION MOVE ACROSS cROSS RIVER” ‘FROM 
CALABAR AND/OR CREEK TOWN AIMED AT ORON NOT TO BE RULED OUT 
ENTIRELY. ONE OF LIKELY INDICATORS WILL BE MOVES NIGERIAN 

NAVY NEAR FUTURE AS ORON OPERATION SHOULD REQUIRE RATHER 
SUBSTANTIAL NAVAL SUPPORT) o 


20 USUALLY RELIABLE ARMY SOURCES SAY FED OPERATIONS BONNY 

CONTINUE WITH FED FORCES SLOWLY PUSHING PERIMETER BACK OUT FROM 
BONNY TOWNo VILLAGE ATSAMA APPROX ONE MILE SOUTH ‘EAST ‘BONNY 

WITHIN “COCONUT ESTATERETAKEN @9 JANUARY o ALSO ‘ON 49 JANUARY A 
WELL: PLANNED AND CONDUCTED JOINT FED AMPHIB OPERATION WAS -LKUNCHED 
DIRECTLY NORTH UP BONNY CHANNEL FROM BONNY WITH OBJECTIVE ‘DAWES 
ISLAND IN BONNY CHANNEL . APPROX TWO AND ONE QUARTER MILES “SOUTH 
OKRIKAc ISLAND HAD BEEN IN USE BY REBEL FORCES AS FORWARD BASF 


SUPPORT OPERATIONS AT BONNYe FEDERAL ATTACK GAINED ELEMENT 
SURPRISE AND TOOK OBJECTIVE ‘CAPTURING “LARGE QUANTITIES" REREL 
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PERSONNEL REINFORCEMENTS FOR BONNYs ARMS» AMMO FOOD kh 
AND SMALL’ BOATSo 


So NAVAL AND RELATED ACTIVITYs MOTOR PATROL BOAT ELOLE RETURNED 
LAGOS FROM SEA 091825 :JANe AUXILLIARY_KWA RIVER STILL AT APAPA 
WHARF & BELIEVED LOADINGes DIXCOVE AS ABOVE® 


4o MISCELLANEOUS 8 


Ao UNCONFIRMED RUMOR HEARD SEVERAL QUARTERS INDICATING PERM ‘SEC 
MINEXTAF p OGBUs WHO CONNECTED WITH FMG ‘PURCHASE. MIGs FROM ‘SQVS 2 
NOW "YN EUROPE" ATTEMPTING PURCHASE "NIGHT FGHTER | AIRCRAFT TN: 
ATTEMPT STOP NIGHT CARGO FLIGHTS INTO. HARCOURT ‘FROM LISBON". ONE 
USUALLY KNOWLEDGEABLE MOD CIV SOURCE WHEN QUERIED PROFESSED 
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COMPLETE IGNORANCE DEAL BUT SAID» HOWEVER» ae DON'T KNOW 

ABOUT NIGHT FIGHTERS BUT I KNOW WE WOULD LIKE TO ACQUIRE ‘SOME 
FIGHTER/BOMSERS*e (APPROX ONE WEEK AGO DATT WAS TOLD BY ANOTHER 
USUALLY KNOWLEDGEABLE DIP SOURCE THAT “FMG ATTEMPTING GET RUSS 


Ik°28 LIGHT BOMBERS FROM EGYPT WITH EGYPTIAN CREWS FOR USE IN 
NIGERIAN WAR" } 


Bo EMBSSY OFFICER WITH GOOD CONTACTS QFFICERS EAST AFRICAN FMBASSY 
TOLD BY ONE THESE CNTACTS, RELIEVED KNOWLEDGEABLE THIS AREAs 
THERE APPROX EIGHTY FIVE FRENCH MERCENARIES IN “"BYAFRA® WHO 
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INVOLVED TRAINING REBEL FORCES» CONTACT SAID MERCS TRAINING 
"THREE THOUSAND MEN AT A TIME IN THREE WEEK TRAINING CYCLE" 
(POSSIBILITY,s IF TRUE» MERCS COULD BE ‘UPGRADING MILITIA OR “THE 
PARA MILITARY UNITS INTO REGULAR MIL FORCES}. 


fo KNOWLEDGFABLE MIL SOURCE SAID MATTER CONTRACT FOR 
MAINTENANCE NAF PLANES, EXCLUSIVE OF MIGS RUT INCLUSIVE QF 


DELFINS» NOW UP IN AIR AS CONTRACT EXPECTED TO BE AWARDED GERMAN 
FIRM DORNIER NOW ALSO BEING SOUGHT BY UeKke FIRM 


De AS OF 8 JAN» IN SECURITY MOVE» GOVERNOR MIDWEST STATE HAS 

BANNED RIVER BOATS FROM PLYING NIGER DELTA_IN MIDWEST STATE 

SETWEEN HOURS 733 PM AND 6AMo OFFENDERS WILL BE SEVERELY } 
DEALT WITHe . 
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: EL ‘RADIO IN BIAFRA ALLEGED JANUARY 5 THAT NIGERIA IS 
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CAMEROON: AND. BIAFRA«s “ACCORDING RADIO } REPORT MONITORED BY FBTS»s 
NEGERTA “HAS “ALSO ASKED - ‘PERMISSION “TO ‘USE “IKOM VIA IKUM (IN 

CAMEROON } ‘TO CALABAR ROAD» WFO- ‘RELIEVE ° ‘PRESSURE | “ON NIGERIAN ‘TS00PS 
IN CALABAR | SECTOR “OF “WAR -WHERE THEY “HAVE : ‘BEEN “SUFFERING ‘HEAVY CASUAL ® 
TIES" s RADIO .BIAFRA “SAID ‘REQUEST WAS “MADE | AFTER NIGERIAN AMRASSADOR 
TN ‘YAOUNDE: VEST TED “EKUM" “(DECEMBER "31. “ACCORDING BIAFRAN CORR SPON= 
DENT. QEpTED BY: RADIO’ “CAMEROON “MAINTAINING STRICT ‘NEUTRALITY AND 


PAGE: 3 RUTALS: S7¥6CC °C ON F IDEN TIA LCLIMITED ‘OFFICIAL USE 
NOT “EXPECTED = "SUCCUMB TO ‘PRESSURE OF BLACKMAIL AND THREATS OF 
NIGERTA's 


ae ‘COMMENT# POSSTBLE “EHA'T- NIGERIA HAS » ‘REQUESTED © PERMISSION TQ 
RESUPPLY. ISOLATED «TROOP: ‘UNITS (VLA ‘CAMEROON, ‘BUT NOTEWORTHY THAT BIA 
PRAIN: INDIGATION. ‘OF “CEOSED ‘BORDER © WITH "CAMEROON ALSO GETS BIAFRA OFF 
PROPAGANDA “HOOTCREATED ‘BY ° ‘PREVIOUS CLAIMS ‘OF ‘DEFEAT FOR NIGERIANS 

ON :BORDER “Is ‘CLOSED. WITHOUT ACTUAL RETRACTION OF VICTORY CLAIMS IN 
AREA” - 

BY: BIAFRAN ARMY-« 


, 3 “SECESSIONIST: "RADIO -aLSO REPORTED: ‘JANUARY 7 MEETING. IN ABA ‘OF 
‘CAMEROON “NATIONALS “RESTDENT IN BYAFRA® “STATEMENT ‘WAS ISSUED ‘CALLING 

— ON GOC TO RECOGNEZE BIAFR -AS “INDEPENDENT ‘COUNTRY* ON ‘JANUARY @ ‘RADIO 
REPORTED. SIMILAR ‘STATEMENTS: TSSUED “AT “ABA “BY ‘RESIDENT NATIONALS “FRM 
GHANA» ‘TOGO, .DAHOMEY °AND: ‘UPPER VOLTA e “COMMENT? ‘REBEL RADIO ‘RESORTS 
oh “SUCH DECLARATIONS. TO “ENCOURAGE ‘OTHER AFRICAN. ‘COUNTRIES "TO SETTLE 

Li NIGER TA*BIAFRA DISPUTE" JBY ‘RECOGNITION ‘OF “"YOUNG ‘REPBULIC OF RBIAFRA™.+ © 
ALLEGED ‘STATEMENTS "ALSO CREATE PICTURE OF COSMOPOLITAN AND HARMONIOUS” 
ROPULATION : at taas ‘BIAPRAD” “WHETH’ PROBABLY. MISLEADING» 

EXEMPT *® MATHEWS’. 
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COMMISSIONER “AR IKPO. HAS: ASKED ne TRANSMIT FOLLOWING REPLY: 70° 

SECRETARY'S NEW YEAR'S MESSAGES 0 : 
“2 QTE THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR. -YOUR: “NEW: YEARS: MESSAGE “SENT! TH 
"YOUR. AMBASSADOR--IN LAGOSe I AM VERY. GRATEFUL... ‘FOR THE: ‘CORDIAL 
... RECEPTION ACCORDED -ME. DURING MY VISIT. IN OCTOBER: AND..LOOK:”.. 
<<) = FORWARD’ TO OUR FUTURE ° MEETINGS “UNDER : HAPPIER’ ‘CIRCUMSTANCES: 
WE CAN. CONTINUE. Ae COUNT. ON: THE | Ppa ae rere ar are ‘OF .. 
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FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC: 8872 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 199} 
DIA . 
CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 1552 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 2023 


SOON EE CEN PASE EAGOS 37 5 


Le ‘VOA CORRESPONDENT KELLY INFORMED BY ‘GROSSMANN LOCAL TIME 


MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT REGUIRE COMPLETE PROTECTION SOURCE 
QTE: 34TH FLOOR UNQTE (EOLTOR'S OFFICE) AT TIME REQUESTING 
MAJOR FEATURE ARTICLE ON NIGERIA FOR ISSUE WHICH WILL’ APPEAR 
LAGOS ON 24TH» SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT :‘SHCEDULED ARRIVE LAGOS 
FROM ROME TO ASSIST IN PREPARATIONS EITHER HE OR GROSSMAN 
TOLD TO GO TO "BIAFRA" ‘TO OBTAIN THAT SIDE OF STORY* NATURE 
QUESTIONS POSED TO GROSSMAN BY ‘TIME INDICATE EMPHASIS ‘MAY 
BE ON ATROCITIES | AGAINST "BIAFRANS" AND THUS GENERALLY PRO- 
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"BIAFRA"™ ARTICLE s REQUEST. REEMPHASIZED FACT ARTICLE CALLED 
FOR BY ‘TOP POLICY PEOPLE AT TIMEs 


2° IF ARTICLES LINES UP TO PRE“BILLING» WE MAY BE IN FOR MORE 
STORMY WEATHER WITH FMGe 


GP~4. MATHEWS. _ : ey 
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FM -USDAOQ/LAGOS. NIGERIA © 
TO DIA PRIORITY 
SECSTATE WASHDC — 
CINCSTRIKE , 
CINCLANT CO 
INFO ‘CLA WASHDC 8 
DA . oD 
AMCONSUL KADUNA Co 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 
DA GRNC 
S EC RE T 6895 ‘JAN 68+ SGD HALLIGANs COUNTRY/NIGERI 
SUBJECT® UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATION rk “FOR 
DIACOs CINCSTRIKE FOR STRU2@+Cs DA FOR ACSI. 
Jo FOLLOWING AVAILABLE AS OF THIS DATE FROM USUALLY RELIABLE 
SOURCES ARMY HQ: 
Ao ENUGU AREAe ENUGU PROPER REMAINS QUIET AND FREE OF INCIDENTSe 
EFFORTS TO PUSH OUTER SECUTIRY LINES FARTHER FROM ENUGU PROPER 
%:.PAGE @ RUTALS 5796CC SECRET 
“CONTINUEs ELEMENTS FIRST BRIGADE HAVE MOVED APPROX FOUR MILES 
[FIVE ROAD MILES) SOUTH ‘-ENUGU ROUTE THREE WHERE THEY ‘HAVE 
ESTABLISHED SMALL SECURITY BR IOGEHE ADHXOUTH SIDE NYABA RIVERo 
BRIOGE ITSELF BLOWN+e SMALL NUMBER IBO CIVILIANS REPORTED 
MOVING ‘BACK TO ENUGU AREAs THEY REPORTED BEING CONCENTRATED IN 
SMALL» UNNAMED VILLAGE AREA JUST NORTH MILITARY BARRACKS AREA ON 
C . 
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AIRPORT ROAD AND NORTH: OF: EKULU RIVER= x 

Boe BONNY: SOURCES SAY LAST MAJOR REBEL ATTACK OCCURRED 

@5 ‘JANUARY AND SITUATION: IMPROVED WITH FED FORCES PUSHING FOE 

| ox. FARTHER ‘EAST ON: [SLANDe 

/ 42) Ce CALABAR! ‘HAVING COMPLETED EXTENSIVE LOGISTICAL ARRANGEMENTS 

Sar LAGOS AREAs AND HAVING RETURNED FROM ‘VISIT FAMILY KADUNA»s “THIRD 
DIV_COMMANDER: ADEKUNLE EXPECTED® RETURN ‘CALABAR. TODAYe FIGHTING 
CONTINUES IN OIL. PALM “PLANTATION AREA IN VICINITY VILLAGE :ONUKPANE 
(@5@8N O82) .APPROX ELEVEN MILES’ NORTH .CALABAR ON TKOT ‘OKPORO 
ROAD» 


2@o ARMY C/S BISALLA- HAS STATED THAT ‘SUPRME MIL COUNCIL NOW 
ACCEPTS AS ‘FACT PRESENCE "FRENCH MERCENARIES * IN - BIAFRA WITH ACTIVES 
i ALTHOUGH COVER: FRENCH GOVT SUPPORT"s BISALLA SEEMED CONFIDENT 


PAGE 3 (RUTALS: 57@6CC..S°E°C R'E T: 

FEDERAL RESOURCES: AND CAPABILITIES: WERE ADEQUATE TO TASK AT HAND 
REGARDLESS TACK REBEL EMPLOYMENT. FRENCH MERCENARIES TOOK» MOOD 
MOST OFFICERS ARMY :H@ ON:.SUBJECT IS: VICIOUgs IT STRONGLY 
SUSPECTED ANY “WHITE MERCENARIES" FALLING INTO HANDS FEDERAL 
TROOPS WILL RECEIVE NO’ QUARTER» AND WILL’ UNDOUBTEDLY BE ‘TREATED 
RATHER RUTHLESSLY IN: ATTEMPT SET PATTERN FOR TREATMENT To .BE 
METED OUT OTHER MERCENARIES: CONTEMPLATING COMING TO "BIAFRAN 
EOLORS">s DATT KNOWS GOWON HIMSLF TOUGHER AND MORE: VEHEMENT 

THIS ISSUE THAN ALMOST ANY :OTHERs HE PERSONALLY ‘STRONGLY | ; 
APPROVES MORBUTU'S: EFFORTS BRING: FORMER CONGOLESE MERCENARIES TO 
TRIAL IN ‘CONGO AND) HAS :COMMUNILCATED “THIS APPROVAL. DIRECTLY ‘TO 
MOBUTUe IN THIS “CASEs~THEREFOREs NO. QUARTER POLICY FOR 
MERCENARIES IS KNOWN: TO<:HAVE GOWON'S 'UNGUALIFIED -SUPPORT. 


30 NAVAL. ACTIONS: - 

Ae ARRIVALS. LAGOS FROM SEAt ‘FRIGATE NIGERIA- BE1V2OA3 ‘MOTOR 
PATROL ‘BOATS ‘EKLING. ( THIS“ 1S: THIRD: NAMED. OF NEW RUSSIAN ORIGIN 
PATROL :BOATS) B613Q90A% ‘SOB BONNY 86182043 “KWA- 

VER @78230-8 NIG o are 
NAT LINES KING JAUJA™ FROM’ EUROPE. WITH CARGO "COMMERCIAL EXPLOSIVES" 
B7B7BBAc 
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Be REF PAR 3D MY @24 JAN 681 DIXCOVE ARRIVED LAGOS 670780. NO 
ACTION YET ALTHOUGH NIG NAVY CHARTER FIRM* GP«3e 
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_ INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 1226 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 269 - 
AMEMBASSY ROME 8. 
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WHO ACCOMPANIED. VATICAN MISSION 


i 2 Gr NORTH. ~ NORTHERN HOSTS. GAVE CONTINUED SPECIAL EMPHASIS. 
4 Ur, “70 FMG CONTENTION: PRAT: (GURRENT: STRUGGLE BAS. boa RELIGIOUS ° 
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-ARMEO--FORCES CATHOLIC” CHAPLAIN ACCOMPANIED - 
ENUGU -AND -CAL]BARe -. 
to ss. s>. GAN BE ARRANGEO. MISSION: WILL. PROCEED ‘TO -RENDEZVOUS. WITH. 
i) OJUKWU ON RED ‘CROSS: Oe eee DEF ARTING Lagos: ANUARY. 
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FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8844. 
INFOQ AMEMBASSY ACCRA 1478 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 199¢ 
USMISSION USUN 218 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 1546 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 2@49 
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REF? LAGOS 5534 

“SUBJECT! COMMENT ON ASIKA PLEA TO END CIVI{ WAR 

“\ Le REFTEL REPORTED ADMINISTRATOR EAST CENTRAL STATE ASIKA 


CALLED FOR END TO FIGHTING AND SAID FMG HAD 4 MILLION POUNDS 
FOR REHABILITATION VICTIMS CIVIL’ WARe 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 5640CC:'C ON F IDEN TIAL , 

2s EMROFF SUBSEQUENTLY CALLED ON SECRETARY ‘TO ADMINISTRATOR, 
CHUKWURAs TQ IDENTIFY SOURCE: REHABILITATION FUNDS AND ‘PLANS 
FOR. ITS USE« CHUKWURA SAID THAT -POUNDS -4 MILLION ‘QTE SET AS[DE 
UNQTE IN APRIL WHEN SMC ISSUED STATEMENT APPROVING 67/68 __ 
BUDGETs BUT THAT NO MONEY IN FACT YET SPENT» CHUKWURA ‘RATHER 
EVASIVE ABOUT WHAT PLANS: ASIKA -AND ‘HE ‘HAD DEVELOPED ‘FOR 
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REHABILITATION WORKe GIVINGIMPRESSIONHE EMBARRASSED BY 
APPARENT FACT FMG MOST UNLIKELY EXPEND ANYWHERE NOAR THIS 

SUM ONREHABYLITATION, SOR GTE RELIEF OF DISPLACED PERSONS 
UNOQTE as ‘ORIGINAL SMC STATEMENT PUT [To EMBOFE GOT IMPRESSIAN 


THAT ASIKA HAS STARTED WORK UP RELIEF AND RECONSTRUCTION 
BUDGET» BUT MILITARY SITUATIONS 

MAKES IT UNSAFE FOR Him TRY SET UP CIviIL ADMINISTRATI ON aT 
THIS TIMEe SINCE HE CANNOT OPERATE IN HIS STATE» BUDGETING 
FOR SPECIFC RELIEF AND RECONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IS COMMEN} — 
DABLY FORESIGHTED: 3UT THERE SEEMS LITTLE PROSPECT FOR MAJOR 
RECONSTRUCTYON PROGRAM UNTIL MORE OF EAST CENTRAL STATE 

MADE SECURE. 


Bo COMMENT®’ ASIKACLEARLY TRYING CONVINCE IOS FMG CONTINUES 


PAGE 3 :RUTALS 5640CC CONFIDENTIAL 
MAKE PROVISION FOR THEIR ASSTSTANCE WHEN AND IF HOSTILITIES 
CEASEs BUT YT UNCLEAR WHETHER OR NOT HE REACHING HIS AUDTENGE @ 
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S EC RE T @@04 JAN 68 SGD HALLIGANe ‘COUNTRY: NEGERIA- 

SUBJECT? UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATIONe DIA FOR 

DIACOt CINCSTRIKE FOR STRU2@=-Cs DA FOR ACSI. 

le FOLLOWING AVAIL AS OF ‘THIg DATE FROM USUALLY RELIABLE 

SOURCES ARMY HQ: 

Ae OPERATIONS SECOND ‘DIV! REF PAR lA» MY @g@1 JAN 68: INFO 

AVAIL CONFIRMS THREE BRIGADES SECOND DIV (StXs EIGHT AND TEN) 

PLUS DIV HEADGUARTERS AND SUPPORT ELEMENTS, ACROSS NIGER RIVER | 
AND INTO EAST CENTRAL STATE* CROSSING MADE DURING PERIOD INDI“ATED 


PAGE @ RUTALS YETCC SECRET 
3, REF PARAGRAPH BASICALLY FROM WEST BANK TOWN AGENERODE {8@7@7N 
@ 8642E) TO ZpST BANK TOWN IDAH (%7@8N 9645E)s ALTHOUGH | IT POSSIBLE 
“PONE. OR TWO ANS OF OIV CROSSED AT ILLUSHI AS SCREENING FORCE ‘FOR 
NORTHERN CROSSINGe INFO ON NIV OPS BEING HELD VERY CLOSELY ARMY 
Qe C/S WILL SAY LITTLE MORE THAN "DIV ON MOVE"s HOWEVER, 
INDICATIONS EXIST DIV ACTUALLYs OR ON VERGE OF*s MOVE SOUTH 
: TOWARD AWKA AND/OR UDI ON WEST FLANK ONE D]Vo TWO BRIGADES 
| SECOND DIV {SEVEN ASABAs NINE BENIN) REMAIN MIDWEST FOR SECURITY. 


SECRET . \ 
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PURPOSED AND DEFENSE RIVE® LINE FACING REBEL HELD AREASe i 
THIS CONNECTION, SMALL REBEL FORCE ATTEMPTED CROSS NIGER N 
a1/@2 JAN ON{TSHA TO ASABAc THREE BOATS USED FOR TRANSPORT | 
RAIDING AND/OR RECON PARTYs BUT THESE, IN FASHION REMINISCENT 
FED ATTEMPTS CROSS ASABA/ONITSHAs RAN AFOUL NUMEROUS SAND BARS 
IN RIVER THIS TIME YEAR: REREL EFFORT UNSUCCESSFUL s AND THEY 
SAID TO HAVE SUFFERED RELATIVELY LaRGE NUMBER CASUALTIES BEFORE 
WITHDRAWAL: EFFECTED* REBEL MGVE APPARENTI. Y RASED INFO MOVE 
SECOND DIV TO NORTH AND ON APPARENT BELLEF ASABA NOT STRONGLY 
HELD» FED DEFFNSE CONDUCTED aY SEVEN BRIGADFs TWO BLV ie 

30 BONNY: BATTLE FOR CONTROL RONNY ISLAND CONTINUES WITH FEr 
SOURCES CLAIMING FIRM CONTROL WESTERN HALF YSLAND AND EASTERN 


‘ 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 5635CC SECRET . . 

ATTACKS ‘DECREASING IN INTENSITY® FED REINFORCEMENTS MEN, Equip 
AND SUPPLIES CONTINUE LEAVE LAGOS FOR BONNY o . 
2cCALABAR AREA COLONEL BeAoMe ADEKUNLEs COMMANDER FEDERAL 

THIRD MARINE COMMANDO DIY {08 NOTEs THIS Now NEW OFFICIAL 
DESIGNATION THIRD FED DIV)e ARRIVED LAGOS THREE JAN FOR SERIES 
MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES GOWON AND KEY MIL CIGUPES HERE 93 THRU 
@5 JANe ADEKUNLE GCES KADUNA TO VISIT MOTHER 7 JAN AND DUE BACK 
LAGOS FOR RETURN CALABAR 29 OR to JANe ADEKUNLE HAS BEEN VERY 
ACTIVE WITH aRMY LOUGISTICIANS» PORTS AUTHORITY AND NIGERIAN 


NAVAL PERSONNEL PLANNING FOR MOVES MEN,» EQUIPMENT AND "SUPPLIES TO 
CALABAR AREA HE OBSERVED ONE LOCATION WORKING GVER LARGE CHEK 


LEST SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT aND DISCUSSING VESSELS ON WHICH 
INDIVIDUAL ITEMS WERE TO SE MOVED AND TIMING THEREOF o ADEKUNLE 


CLAIMS CALABAR FIRMLY HELD H7S DIV ALTHOUGH FOR “PAST TWO DAYS 


REBEL FORCES HAVE MADE UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPTS DISLODGE FED FMRCES 
HOLDING CREEK TOWN" (ON WESTERN SIDE CROES RIVER NORTH WEST 
CALABAR PROPER)« ACEKUNLE ALSO ADMITTED RELATIVELY LARGE SCALE 
FIGHTING ON CALABAR/UZOT OKPORGA ROAD APPROX TEN MILES NORTH 
CALABAR® ANEKUNLE MAINTAINS THIS REBEL FORCE MERCENARY LED 
AND/OR ADVISED» BUT THAT HIS FORCES HAVE SEEN ABLE SUCCESSFULLY 
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CONTAIN REBEL EFFORTS TO DATEs ADEKUNLE APPEARED HAVE LITTLE 
CONCERN FOR ABILITY THIS REREL FORCE OFSLODGE FED FORCES FROM 
CALABARe RATHERs HE WAS ENTIRELY OFFENSIVE MINDED IN HIS QUT 
LOOK ON SITUATION AND LEFT LYTLE DOUBT HE PLANNING FOR NFWs 
LARGER SCALE OFFENSIVE OPS FROM CALABAR AREA » 

3e DATT ‘CALLS ATTENTION 'GOWON PRESS CONF @S JAN (REPORTED BY 
OTHER EMBASSY MESSAGES) A 

ICH EMPHASIZED GOWON'S INTENT STEP UP 

MIL OPS AGAINST REBEL FORCES. IT HIGHLY PROBABLE MOVES SECOND 
DIV INTO EAST CENTRAL STATE AND INCREASED INDICATIONS NEW 
OFFENSIVE IN SOUTH ARE PART THIS NEW GENERAL FED OFFENSIVE wHICH 
APPEARS COMMENCING AS OF THIS ‘TIMEo 

3o NAVAL AND RELATED ACTIVITY 

Ae FRIGATE NNS NIGERIA TOOK LOAD TROOPS» AMMO» ‘SUPPLIES AND 
EQUIPMENT TO SONNY FROM LAGOS @4160@+ RETURNED LAGOS 61136 
Be HIGH SPEED CAPASILITY NEWLY ACQUIRED» Rugs ORIGIN MOTOR 
PATROL BOATS AGAIN UTILIZED TO EXCELLENT ADVANTAGE BY “FMG AND 
NIGERIAN NAVY 31 DEC+e PATROL CRAFT» NNS OGQJAN AT BONNYs 
REPORTED SHE DOWN "LAST FFW ROUNDS THREE [NCH AMMOo APPROX ONE 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY ROUNDS OF LOT THREE INCH AMMO WHICH ARRIVED 
LAGOS VIA AIR CHARTER FROM NETHERLANDS 38 DEC LOADED ABOARD 


PAGE 5 RUTALS 5635CC S EcReET 
NNS EKUNE WHICH MACE RAPID TRIP BONNY TRAVELLING "TWENTY TO 
TWENTY FIVE KNOTS ALL THE WAY*e NAVAL SOURCES SAY TIMELY AY 
: ARRIVAL AMMO FOR OGOJA AT BONNY "CONTRIFUTED IN LARGE SHARE 
TO: DEFEAT ANOTHER REBEL ATTEMPT SEIZE BONNY TOWN. 
€o FOLLOWING NAVAL VESSELS AT SEA? EKUNE SDB ENUGU AND 
PC OGOJA AT BONNYo SOB BENIN CROSS RIVER. AUXTLLIARY KWA 
RYVER IN TRANSIT-FROM RUN BONNY AND RETURN. SCHEDULED ‘RAPIO 
po FURN AROUND EARLYCOMING WEEK FOR RUN CALABAR WITH TROOPS. AMMO s 
EQUIP AND SUPPLIES+ FOLLOWING NAVAL VESSELS AT APAPA BASE? LCT 
UOKOJAs SOB*S KADUNA, ‘SAFELE AND BONNYo MOTOR PATROL ROAT EL OLEs 
AUXILIARY BOOE THOMAS (STILL IN DRY Dock FOR MAJOR OVERHAUL. AND 
REFITTING PRIOR PRGRABLE PURCHASE BY NIGERTAN NAVY} o + 
Die HARBOR MASTER SCURCES REPORT NIGERYANNAVY HAS CHARTERED 


ELDER. DEMPSTER CARGO VESSEL "DIXCOVE"s, PERM CONTROL ‘NUMBER 19722» 
UK FLAG, 8292 GROSS TONS» FOR MOVE TROOPS» AMMOs SUPPLIES AND 


" : SECRET : s 2 Ac 


BAut tor ity iy 


es 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


‘SECRET 


PAGE @4& @63543Z 


EQUIP CALABAR ON/OR ABOUT @9 JANe VESSEL DUE LAGOS 7 ‘JANUARY 
WITH "VERY LITTLE CARGO .AROARD"»s WILL UNLOAD AT ONCE AND COMMENCE 
NAVAL CHARTERs ADEKUNLE PERSQNALLY CHECKED STATUS THIS VESSEL 
WITH ‘HARBOR MASTER 65 JANo 

4e MISCELLANEOUS? 


PAGE 6 RUTALS 5635CC SECRET 

Ae AIR ‘CHARTER SHIPMENTS (DANAIR 

DANISH FLAG CARRIE®) OF . 

GROWN AGENT (UK) PROCURED 762MM» 81MM MORTAR,» AND 76MM CANNON 
AMMO: HAVE BEEN ARRIVING LAGOS FOR FMG ON STEanY Sc HEDULE FOR 
LAST WEEK OR MORE® 

Be RELATED TO ACTIVITIES THIRD DIV CALABAR AREA AND ‘SHIPMENT 
EQUIP THERETO» COMMANDER THIRD DIV REAR» LTC HARUNAs HAS BEEN 
VERY ACTIVE IN LAGOS AND SURROUNDING AREAS OVER. RECENT DAYS 
REQUISITIONING (FROM PRIVATE ANDSOR COMMERCIAL USERS } ALL OF THE 
LANDROVER AND STATION WAGON TYPE TRANSPORT HE COULD LAY HIS. 
HANDS UPONe 

Ce IT PROBABLE AMINU KANO» CHAIRMAN FEDERAL PROCUREMENT 
COMMITTEE FLYING Uske @7 JAN FOR VISIT BEDFORD AND LANDROVER 
PLANTS ‘TO ‘CONCLUDE PURCHASING ARRANGEMENTS FOR LARGE ORDER OF 
VEHTCLES FOR ARMED FORCESe SOURCES WITH GOos INFORMATION SAY 
TOTAL PROBABLE PURCHASE WILL SE IN NEIGHBORHOOD ONE MILLION 
NIGERIAN POUNDS. 
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oR Caw wane Memento GS 3 | 
R O517Q@6Z JAN 68 ip 
FM AMEMRASSY ROME Hy 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 568g | 
INFO AMEMBAGSY LAGOS 5] | 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 904 i 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 13 
CONF | DENT I AL ROME 3527 - I 
uh Tee” Re 
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Po f i : oe ips 
= fede ; 
REF: LAGOS 5523 ras pol pa ceri. Fi 
fe AMBASSADOR HAD OPPORTUNITY DISCUSS VATICAN MISSION TO NIGERIA I 
a 
aie de CASAROLT SAID MISSION» COMPOSED OF MSGRe CONWAY AND FATHER I 
ROCHCAN STILL IN LAGOS, BUT HOPES SHORTLY GO TO "BIAFRA". VATICAN i 
UNDERSTANDS SOME TWO MILLION 189 REFUGEES HAVE FLED INTO BIAFRA q > 
PAGE 2 RUFHRO 3527 CONFIDENTIAL | a 
AREAs AND MISSION HOPES EXAMINE SITUATION WITH VIEW OFFERING OR ie 
: ORGANIZING HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE © VATICAN ALSO FEELS THAT SINCE BL 
| BIAFRA HaS HIGH PERCENTAGE CHRISTIANS» MANY OF WHOM CATHOLICS» Be : 
| VATICAN MISSION CAN BE PARTICULARLY EFFECTIVE THERE« Ae 
| - : leg. 
| 3e PROBLEM TRANSPORTATION To "BIAFRA" STILL GPENe VATICAN MISSION A 


RELUCTANT ACCEPT ANY ‘HELP FROM PORTUGAL» HOPES OBTAIN USE OF ey 
AIRCRAFT FROM CAMEROUN AND ARRANGE FLY OVER OR AROUND ‘COMBAT AREA, 
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DATE: Jan 5,. 1968 


ASR Ee FRE | ROM - Ainlimbas sy: LONBON: 
wr] tae | rn | supsect: NIGERIA: Commonweal th. Seoretary Themsen Thanks 
: Ambassader “Bruce” . ass 


Tee 
ARMY NAVY] 7 ae 
ao pe |e be The: ‘imbesay:- transmits ingrowth fer the Department's 
: . dnfermatien the text ef a letter dated December 5. 
7 ere ‘from Commonweal th. Seeretary. Thensen to Ambaseader 
. Bruee expressing the British Gevernment's gratitude 
fe fer: American assistance -- and especially that ef 
"US. Consul Barnard in Enugu --'at the time ef the elos- 
ing ef the UK High Commission. office in Enugu... Amb-~- 
_assader Bruce's: eckneuledacsnt: sdated. December. ii, 
sae a180° enclesed. Xs a et ose eye ae 
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"FM AMCONSUL’ KADUNA © - 
—. JO SECSTATE WASHDC 5&2 ; 
- INFO AMEMBASSY. LAGOS 1223 * 
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WILL LEAVE JANUARY 3 ON TOUR: UF MAKURDI REFUGEE CAMPS» ; 
THEN TO NSUKKA, OGOJAs NKALAGU AND -ENUGUe DURING: CALL 
ON CHAIRMAN INTERIM ADMINISTRATIVE | COUNCIL" HASSAN KATSINAs a5 


MONSIGNOR CONWAY REPORTEDLY SATD THAT MISSION WAS. oad 
-HUMANITARIAN ANO NOT POLITICAL. OR RELIGIOUS IN-CHARACTER . pee 
/ BUT. THAT THEY HOPEO QTE TO PREVENT FURTHER MOURNING © os 
& 1". AND DESTRUCTION’ UNOTEs HE FUSTER EXPRESSED HUPE, THAT 
| MESSION COULD. VISIT .RESELS IF GTE FACILITY UNOTE COULD: 
Hl es WE ARRANGED « KATSINA REPORTEDLY, OBSERVED: THAT: MISSION 
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i So.  YATECAN MISSIUN ARRIVED KADUNA “JAMUARY. 2 AND “REPORTEDLY 
H * 
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: - BAGE 2 RUDSLK™ 587K UNCLAS mgs aes 

yo ACCEPTED BY GOVERNMENT TO ALLUW. ‘MISSiON. To: QTE ‘SEE. POR ee 

a rreNoe tee THAT CURRENT WAR NOT A. RELIGIOUS ONE “AS WAS. BEING 
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P-R @31530Z: JAN 68 
FM USDAO/LAGOS 
TO DIA PRIORITY 
SECSTATE WASHDC 
eC INCSTRIK 
CINCLANT 

INFO ‘CIA WASHDC 
DA. 

AMCONSUL IBADAN 
AMCONSUL .KADUNA 
DA. GRNC 
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€ 0 NF IDENTIA L @@1 JAN 686 SGD. HALLIGANe | COUNTRY? ‘NIGERI Ac 
SUBJECT! UPDATE ‘CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATIONS DIA FOR 
DEACOs :CINCSTRIKE FOR STRJ2=C# DA FOR ACSI. 


Je FOLLOWING AVAIL FROM USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCES ARMY HQ 
MORNING 3 :°JAN 683 


-MEDWEST! REF PAR !D»s MY @523 DEC 6731 SOURCES SAY THAT 
COMMENCING O7A EARLY AM:3@ DEC FED SECOND DIV ELEMENTS» IN 
STRNEGTHs ‘COMMENCED CROSSING NIGER RIVER FROM MIDWEST INTO “EAST 
CENTRAL STATE "BETWEEN (WEST BANK) TOWNS ILLUSHI AND TDAH" © 
PRECISE LOCATION CROSSING SITE NOT GIVEN BUT STATEMENT MADE THAT 


PAGE @ RUTALS 5545CC CO N F I'D EN T I.A L 

GROSSING ‘SITE: AFFORDED LINK ‘UP WITH "GOOD ‘ROAD NETWORK IN: ‘EAST 
CENTRAL: STATE" 6 (DISTINCT POSSIBILITY THIS RESPECT IS ‘ROAD NET 
COMMENCING ‘VILLAGE OGURUGU (.@647N ‘B647E } ‘FROM ‘WHICH ‘SECONDARY 
ROADS VARIOUS TYPES LEAD EAST AND ‘SOUTH INTO ‘EAST :CNETRAL ‘STATE ® 
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OTHER POSSIBILITIES ARE ‘VILLAGES IGGA (@645N :@654E) AND !UMUEJE 
{9640N 0658E) ‘SOUTH OF OGURUGU FROM WHICH ‘SECONDARY "ROADS AND 
| /  -FRALLS ALSO.LEAD ‘EAST .AND SOUTHe (SEE -PAR ‘BC » (MY ‘0474 ‘NOV .67)« 
SOURCES. INDICATED. DIVISION ORJECTIVE NOT ONITSHA (IMPLICATION 
ONITSHA WOU;_D ‘BE BYPASSED ‘FOR PRESENT)o (IF THIS ‘SOs IT LIKELY 
INITIAL DIV OBJECTIVE ROUTE TEN TOWNS AWKA (@613N B71GE) -OR 'UDI 
({@619N @726£) OR BOTH» SOURCES ‘CLAIM “CROSSING “UNOPPOSED ‘TO DATE" 
AND: SUBSTANTIAL FORCE NOW ACROSSe 


Be ENUGU AREAS ‘C/S | ‘BISALLA. RETURNED LAGOS 21 i JAN ‘FROM ‘EIGHT 
DAY: INSPECTION ‘TOUR FEDERAL UNITSe BISALLA ‘SPENT ‘TWO DAYS 
ENUGU AND ‘RETURNED "VERY PLEASED" AT (GENERAL STATE ‘FEDERAL.. 
ACTIVITIES ‘THES AREAs ‘SOURCE RATES ‘ENUGU ‘UNDER, FIRM ‘FEDERAL 
EONTROL . AS PATROLLING .AND RELATED : ACTIVITIES ‘FED ‘FIRST: ‘DIV HAVE 
BECOME ‘MORE: AGGRESSIVE RECENT WEEKSe ‘ONE FED ‘BN .NOW BEING. 
UTILIZED AS SECURITY “FORE ON SECONDARY ‘ROAD NET RUNNING NORTH 
FROM VILLAGE EKE Q627N O721E) WEST OF ‘ROUTE THREE (MAIN LENE ‘OF 


PAGE: RUTALS 5545CC C O'N F I DEN T TAL 
COMMUNICATIONS ‘FROM NSUKKA | AND NORTH) «IT ‘WAS ‘FROM THIS: AREA 
THAT ‘REBEL. HARRASSING ATTACKS ON FED ‘MOVEMENTS ‘ROUTE ‘THREE 
HAVE BEEN MOUNTED® ‘SOURCE ‘SAID ‘NEW FED “TACTIC ‘HAS MADE ROUTE 

aoe THREE FROM NSUKKA TO NINE MILE ‘CORNER SAFE. "FOR ‘FEDERAL ‘CONVOY 

AND::RELATED TRAVEL* ‘SOURCE SAID ‘ROUTE | “ELEVEN FROM -EMENE © EAST 

THROUGH NKALAGU:.AND ‘EASTWARD TO EAST :BANK., ABO TNE ‘RIVER (WHERE 
BRIFIE BLOWN) NOW CLEAR ANY SUBSTANTIAL | EASTERN ‘FORCE s SOURGE 
SAID AREA EAST AND SOUTH ‘ENUGU ALONG LENE | ABOILNE/NYABA. RIVER NOW : 
UNDER FEDERAL -COUNTROL ALTHOUGH BRIDGE ACORSS: NYABA RIVERS. ie 
JUST: ‘EAST ‘JUNCTION EKULU RIVER APPROX ‘FIVE MILES SOUTH EAST 
EMENE, BLOWN BY REBEL’ FORCES. 


Ce ‘CALABAR! ARMY STAFF SOURCES» SECONDED BY Cys. ‘CLAIM "ERENCH 
SPEAKING MERCENARIES" OPERATING WITH ‘REBEL: ‘FORCES PORT HARCOURT» 
CALABARs BONNY AREA® ‘SOURCES UNABLE ‘PRODUCE "BODY" OR OTHER 
PROOF BUT SEEM ABOSLUTELY CERTAIN IN ‘QWN MINDS ‘SUCH 1S: ACASE « 
SOURCES SAY REBEL FORCES "WITH MERCENARIES" HAVE ADVANCE ‘SOUTH 
ON: ‘ROUTE © IKOT OPARA ‘TO ‘CALABAR ‘TO POINT APPROX ‘TEN MILES NORTH 
GALABAR WHERE ‘FIGHTING TAKING ‘PLACE VICINITY. ‘VILLAGE ODUKPENT > 
{ON ‘27728 DEC» COMMERCIAL SOURCE BELIEVED : ‘COMPETENT ‘OBSERVER: WAS 
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IN CALABAR AREAo ‘SOURCE TOLD EMBASSY OFFICER THERE NO DOUBT :HIS 
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MIND FED FORCES :CONTROLLED “CALABAR ‘CITY BUT "THERE FIGHTING ‘TO 
NORTH". SOURCE THOUGHT ‘DISCIPLINE FED ‘FORCES ‘CALBAR "POOR" 
ALTHOUGH SOURCE. HIMELF WELL TREATED BY ‘THIRD ‘DIV ‘COMMANDER 
COLONEL ADKEUNLE: WHO PROVIDED MIL ESCORT FOR ‘SOURCE WHILE | IN 
AREAe WHILE: SOURCE IN ‘CALABAR A "TWIN ENGINED" -REBEL: ‘PLANE FLEW 


OVER CITY -AND WAS GREETED WITH “HEAVY - ‘FED AA ‘FIRE® PLANE ‘DROPPED 
NOTHING ‘THAT ‘SOURCE SAW -OR ‘HEARD o SOURCE SATD ‘FED ‘SOLDIERS IN 
AREA ‘TOLD ‘HIM THIS "FIRST.TIME IN LONG ‘TIME ‘REBEL PLANE -OVER 
CALABAR" 


De BONNY: BONNY ISLAND ‘COMPLEX NoT YET ‘CLEARED REBEL FORCES AND 
NHEAVY ‘REBEL | CHRISTMAS OFFENSIVE REPULSED WITH HEAVY REBEL LOSSES". 
COMMANDER FEDERAL “FORCES: BONNY ‘REPORTS ‘HE :SURE MERCENARIES REING 
USED ‘HIS. AREAe ‘SOURCE ‘SAID HE ‘SAW WE TGHT MEGS" ‘CALABAR. ‘FIELD -OF 
WHICH © TWO APPEARED IN ‘PROCESS ®CANTBALIZATLONe FOUR EXPAT PILOTS.» 
TWO ‘EGYPTIANS» ONE "Ueke TYPE" ONE ‘UNKNOWN =» UNDER ‘COMMAND 
NIGERIAN AIR FORCE CAPTAIN WHO BRIEFED ‘FOUR “FOR: MIESSTON. NVICINITY 
OBAN"e ‘SOURCE SAID ‘COMARADERTE ‘BETWEEN ALL PILOTS "EXCELLENT "e 
SOURCE SAID: MAINTENANCE ‘SUPERVISORS FOR ‘MIGS ‘CLEARLY "EUROPEAN 

ae TYPES" BUT MECHANICS ‘PERFORMING MAINTENANCE: WERE: “WORTENTAL IN 
APPEARANCE (SIC). ‘SOURCE ‘SAID TWO OR THREE NAF CARGO PLANES 


PAGE 5 RTALS 5545CC CONF TDENTIAL 
(Fe@7 AND ‘OR DC3) ARRIVE EACH DAY FROM LAGOSs 


2e ‘NAVAL AND RELATED ACTIVITY? 
Ae FOLLOWING ARRIVALS iSINCE LAST REPORT: 
SDB NNS ENUGU '28203@Ac FRIGATE NNS NIGERIA 3) 091@A« ‘SDB ‘NNS 


= . SAPELE '31@63QA0 LCT ‘NNS: /LOKOQJA @11@2GA (WOUNDED ‘FROM BONNY 
ae ABOARD) « SDB NNS ‘KADUNA @2932@Ac6 
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Be FOLLOWING DEPARTURES SINCE LAST REPORT! 


SDB ‘NNS ENUGU 291315Ae GREEK FLAG COMMERCIAL ‘VESSEL: ELAF 
THRERIA" B21 600A WITH COMMERCIAL CARGO ‘FOR EUROPE (LAST TRIP 
AS ‘SEQUESTERED VESSEL ‘TO CALABAR FOR NIGERIAN NAVY )e 


Ce RELIABLE SOURCES CLAIM NAVY DESIRES ‘PRUCHASE ‘BODE | THOMAS ° FROM 
NIGERIAN PORTS AUTHORITYe ALSO WISHED : PURCHASE ‘FARRELL LINE #.. 
OWNEs LIBERIAN REGISTERED COASTAL: FREIGHTER "WARRIGI",» ‘UTIL EZED 
SEVERAL ‘CHARTER ‘RUNS ‘BONNY AND/OR CALABAR: FOR “FULL: TIME: DUTY 
NIGERIAN NAVY AUXILLIARTES © ‘REPORTED ‘TO HAVE ‘DECIDED ‘OFFER. TWENTY 
FHOUSAND NIGERIAN. ‘POUNDS FOR WARRIGI# ‘BELIEF 1S ‘FARREL! LINES 
WILL! NOT ACCEPT: ‘THIS ‘OFFERe GP#36 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ae ie ity’ NI 


oo fllnaca Date | j 


LOL Y B/D ERY. NIGERIA 


i a a of State TELEGRAM 


UNCLASSIFIED 156 


PAGE @1 LAGOS 85534 9219582 

a7 | 

ACTION AF 15 

INFO EUR 2@sI1G 15sGPM 23,$C @1sRSC @1,USTA 12sH B2,NSC 16,L @3sINR O72 
P g4sCIA @4s,D0D BisSP G2sSS 2GsSAH O3sNSA G2eAID 28sPC G4sRSR Ole 


MM @14/159 W 


R @21828Z JAN 68 

FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8794 
INFO AMEMBASSY ACCRA 1478 
AMEMBASSY .LONDON 1982 
USUN 215 . 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 1537 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 1995 
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guavects ADMINISTRATOR EAST CENTRAL STATE CALiS FOR CESSATION REBE 


ie UKPABI ASIK As. ADMINISTRATOR FOR .ENUGU AND LIBERATED AREAS. 

EAST CENTRAL STATE, MADE SPECIAL NEW YEAR'S BROADCAST TO PEOPLE 
EAST CENTRAL STATE IN WHICH HE TOLD THEM TO CONTINUE TO FIGHT 
1s MADNESS» NOT BRAVERYs SUICIDE, NOT COURAGEs BLINDNESS» NOT 
WISDOMe 

Be ASIKAs WHO 1s 1B0 HiMSELEs SAID 1B0S HaVE “MADE OUR POINT. 
NO ONE WILL EVER AGAIN DARE TO TAKE IBOS FOR_GRANTED." 


ADDING "WE ARE RESPECTED AS BRAVE PEOPLEs AND ASNEQUALS+ WE NOW 
HAVE CONDITIONS FOR LIVING IN EQUALITY«" 


ge REAFPIRMING INTENTION FMG... 
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TO REHABILITATE ALL NIGERIANS WHO HAD BEEN DISPLACED BY TROUBLES OF 
PAST ‘TWO -YEARS, ASIKA SAID EMG HAD SET ASIDE 4 MILLION POUNDS LAST 
APRIL FOR WORK OF REHABILITATION. BUT» HE SAIDs "FOR THIS WORK TO 
BEGINs WAR MUST ENDs WE MUST HAVE: PEACEe" 
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To The Secretary 


_ Through: S/S ° ‘ 
From : INR - Thomas L. Hughes. YM 


Subject: Nigeria's New Currency a Body Blow to Biafra 


The ‘Sepinceient by the Federal Military Government (FMG) of 
, NigeEaan Supe ney with new notre between January 3 and 22, after which the 


old notes will cease to be legal. tender, will dry up. Biafra's main source 


of foreign sueiiaace and dim-its chances for survival. 


LS So arte rie ate 


FMG Pulls the F Pl ‘ Biafra! gs discount sales in europe oe: its stocks of 


Nigerian pounds have ‘proved most of the exchange it has used for the pur- 


nay 


chase aid delivery of war materiel. FMG measures to “prevent the repatriation ‘ 


meee ate 


of these pounds only succeeded in lowering Biafra’ 8 return from the sales, 


but now the bottom will drop out. ‘of the aarkies Even if, as: seems likely, | 


werent GE EE a CERT 
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Biafra's readily ‘disposable supply of the old ‘pounds: is close to exhaustion, 
“Colonel | c. 0. ‘Ojukwu' 8 regime had, until now, . the possibility of replenishing — 
it by further levies. on Biafrans. Now, in view of its dnability to export: | 
through the "PMG blockade, Biafra is faced with having to coast on whatever 
‘ foreign. exchange it still has or. is able to buy, in any last- minute speculativ 


flurry on the European market. 


Esononitc Effects. The Fic move ‘Serves. to Eighteen ¢ the bidckade of Biafra 
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In self- defense Biafra will probably introduce ‘a: new currency of its own. 
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i. 
a The new currency, unlike. the old, will have: ho purchasing. power outside Blof 
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CHL 


: 7 ‘5 whieh will consequently becone a. “tess attractive market for traders who have 
5 wk rae : on dy 
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